
16

nglitcoiis God vnll require them. Did it appear, tliat
the prelcnt war is jufi, ncccflhry and expedient, how-
ever much we might deplore the evils attending it,

every patriot would heartily contribute liis influence
to give it ^'igor and fuccefs. But no war, M'hich is

not flndly defenfive, can ever bewared on principles
of rcaitude. In their treatment of each other, na-
tions, no lefs than individuals, are bound by the law
of God, as explained by an unerring Expofitor. Re-
venge, 01- rendering evil for evil, is. totally repugnant
to chrillianity. On chrilHan principles, the praclicc
of duelling, or retaliating injuries in any form, can as
eafily be juflified, as an oflenfive war.

y\gain. If fuch are the diftrefs and pernicious cf-

fecT:s of war, how critical and folcmn is the fituatiori
of the rulers of nations 1 By a fingle ad, they may
occafion the temporal and eternal ruin of tlioufands
or niillions. If they plunge the nation into an unnc-
ccflary and unrighteous war, they are accountable for
all the blood and mifery the war may occafion. They
need your prayers.

In view of the whole fubjecl, who can doubt, that
wc have abundant reafon, this day, for humiliation
and prayer ? God is angry. The cry of our iniqui-
ties has readied to heaven, and the Almighty has
come down to punifli our ingratitude and rebellion.

But if we penitently return unto him, he will gra-
cioufly return unto us.
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