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culties, and much that was unpleasant, to encounter. He was

attaclied to the 1 1th Portuguese regiment as a supernumerary, and

thus was little better than a cypher. They were left, after the

French had retreated, at Chavea, in most miserable quarters. In

this town, " not a fowl, or an ounce of flesh meat, except pork,

not a grain of tea, coffee, or chocolate, was to be had at any rate
;

and even baf(?n, salt fish, and vegetables, were at such a price, that

few officers could purchase them :" even fruit (this was on the 29th

of May) could hardly be procured. lie had no Englishman within

fifty miles, except his servant and two or three sick soldiers ; so

that his intercourse was only with the officers of his regiment, who
were nacurally jealous of him. In this interval, it being thought of

importance to ascertain the position and motions of the French, he

offered himself to General Silveira, and was sent by him into CJal-

licia on a mission to the jNIarquis de la Uomana, who received him

with great distinction, and proposed, through him, a plan of attack

on the enemy, by the joint for 'is of the Spaniards and I'ortuguesc.

This, however, could not be i^'P.rried into execution, as Silveira had

the most positive orders not to pass the frontier. Having now

been promoted to the lieutenant-colonelcy of the regiment, and the

colonel (who was old and inefficient) being called away on the 23d

t»f July, so that he was left commanding officer ; he set about the

disciplining of the corps in good earnest. It was in a wretched

state in every rei-pect ; the officers old and stiff, and stupid for the

most part ; and oi tl;e men from two hundred to four hundred on

the sick list. The general hospital was in such a dreadful state,

that the men concealed their complaints, that they might not be

sent there. With great difficulty he established a regimental hospi-

tal ; and, with the help of a very intelligent adjutant, who, he said,

had more of the Englishman in him than any Portuguese he ever

met with, he soon made considerable progress ; so much so, that,

when inspected by Major-General Hamilton on the 21st October,

at Torres TS'ovas, and by Marshal Beresford on the 23d of Decem-

ber, he received the most flattering marks of approbation ; the

marshal assuring him that the brigade (for the 13th regiment had

also been put under his command) was in no respect inferior to any

that he had seen, and directed him to issue a brigade order to that

eflect. He was further charged with making the promotion for

both regiments, which sufficiently shewed the very great confidence

reposed in him by the marshal : it extended to one lieutenant-

colonel, two majors, eleven captains, and sixteen ensigns,— an


