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R. Pulinatum, R. Rhnponticum, and R.Rhabarliariim, when found in a drier

and miklcr alpine climate, and in proper fltuations, arc indiTcriminatcly drawn

up, whenever llie fizc of the plant {icems topromifc a fine root. Perhaps the

remarkable difFcrcncc of the rhubarb, imported to Kiakta, is nccafioned by

this indifcriminatc method of colkftini; them. It is certain that thcfe plants

grow wild on the mountains, without the lead cultivation; and thofe are

cdeemed the bed which arc found near the Koko-Nor, and about the fourrcs

of the river Koango.

Formerly the cxporiation of rhubarb from RufTia was confined to the

crown. This monopoly, however, was abuliflicd by Catherine the fccond,

and a free exportation from St. Pcterlburgh granted to all perlons on paying

the duty. It is fold, in the firfl inftance, by the College of Commerce, for

the profit of the Sovereign; and is prefcrvt-d in their magazines at St. Pcterf-

burgh. The current price is fettled every year by the College of Com-

merce.

It is received from the Bucharian merchants at Kiakta in exch. r .;e for

furs ; and the prime coft is rated at 16 roubles per pood. By adding the pay

of the commilTioncrs who purchafc it, and of the examining apotl>ccary, and

allowing for other ncccHary txpcnccs, ihc value of a pood at Kiakia amounts

to 25 roubles: add to this the carriage from the frontiers to St. Pcterlburgh,

and it is calculated that the price of a poud (lands the crown at 30 roubles.

The larged was made in the year 1765, when 1350 pood were exported, at

£5 roubles per poud.
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