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puctattoiiH of thu futurii are Hkvly to bo borne out by tUct.

in l^.ll, iMr, AinlitiWH ^tttpurt to lliiiti-d .SlatrM tlovurii-

uirnt,; thliuialtd ihu vuiuii ut thu (.'Uiiiiiitirce ut thu groat
lakch lu bii about X'5U,ouu,(j(jI). Wo are iiuw at thu closu ut

tliu year l»,i,), vury marly luur yoarb have olajim-d siiiio

tlr. Aiitli'owM iiiailu liiit laliulnlliiii and ivpurt, and during
lliat hliorl hi'iiro ut lliiio J.ilu,uuu,uuu havi) lurii added lu

lUi) vauio ui laUo cuiiiiiiurco ; or In other wurds, at thu
pi'eHi'iil iiiiiniuiil thu ruiuuii-ruo of tho great laUeH la t'btl-

iiiatidai UIIU hundiuit and ton inlllloim ('urreiiey. 'ilio

niiporlH and exporiM ut this rogloii by thu lliver ht. l^iw-

rento aliiiie, excui ded In lf>>).i JlM,ooo,UU<), and tlioy wero
I'XilusiM'ly t unadlaii. 'i'liuru Im iiiuih of pronil.so In this

lor till) tuuii'u, inui'li tu iiidui'u ub to Iju up and Htlrrlng,

III iiidir lu ,sec:ui'o uur llo^ltlull and render it liiiuiovablu.

Caiiadna have arrlvvu «t tbi .r pruici pottltiun, aud on
wliirli thHy tuiiiid their hopua tor t> are givalueMt, Uf
wliut valuu would tho -ichoht prairlt loadod wlili grain
bo, it uieaiDt ut uxpurl w. ru iluhodf Ui wliat vnluo '^ that
pruHtratu pIno, whleh IIih In huge iii.i,;iiiticeii(:i our
loot, ub long ah tlieru oxlhta no hope ut coiiVf^lug nre
it iiiiiy U) uiadu to burvu huuiu Uhoiul purii(>Mi. it , mtt
whoiu tliu liiunii liaii laid it, and bo will lUoubuiul ">uud
U8 until uieaiiN ut cuuiuiiinliatiun aru opeiieil on ttiuu

they bui'uuiu ut value, and tlio iioarur they are tu i. -rket
thu greater their worth. It has pUaxed I'ruvideiuo to

wlthliold uno uf thebo mighty eiiginebul eiileiprlbu and
wealth truui us, (.'ual iiu doulit unco e.\i>teU in vabt
abuiulanuu In Uebturu Canada, but it liab lung biiieo btt-ii

bwept away, and the outlying ]>ali'lii'N In thu tinted
ilie euii~.tiuctiuii ol lailwa^H, tho Inireabo ut population,

i
ftalebjubl toueh our burdeis. liui in uur deprnalioii we

thu liij^li prii'u ul grain, and thu ruiuuval uf tibial regulii'

liuub, liaveetleeied, during the pabt twu yuaib, bii btarlling

a ihaiigi) in iho prubpuotb tur thu tuturo ut Ihlb country,
timt U liab beiuniu a lualter ot dllticulty to select an
approprlaiu buljoi:t fur tlie puipobu of illubtratliig thu
cui luun elleitit ui our prugrosb, tllcctb whieli wo ail tuol and
sou arouiiil iin tor thu iiiuo buiiig, but aru not luueli in thu
liabit ot heiifi'liiiig tor tivu ur ton years ahead, and uf their

protiiiiiio liiiiuuiicu thou, 'i'aku the ituui, hru-wuud. 'i'hu

L.uinlier ot taiiiiuus iii Wcbtorii Uanad'i, reckunlng five

peiboiis tu a lauiiiy, lb abuut •J.)li,uuu. i-Jacli tiiuuly cuii-

suuies lor tiiu-wuuu, urdebtruys in the prucosb of clearing,

at Iho lowest aver.igu twenty curdu ot wood pur annum.
In ullior woiUs, 6,ouU,uuO curdu uf wuud aru annually
.tniiUinatud by tliib meuna aluuu. 'i'hu cuubuuiptiun ul

our lullroaUs at tho cluso uf the piosent year will lie about
•.;uO,uuu cords; Kteain buatb coiibuino at loast an etiual

amount; bU tliat Iho total quantity is 6,-10(»,i)00 cords,

whleh at bi.Kty curUH pur acre is oijual tu thu growth ut

yu,UUU acres, in l^i)l-:^, tho area of wuudod and wild laud
surveyed and held was 0,1:^11,11!^ acres ; aud we may with
justice assiiniu, that iiutwiihbtandlng the annual adultluub
lu tho surveyed lands, yet tho accwiiWa iiortlun of our
wooded land at present dues nut exceed !),UOO,UUu acres, ur

euuugli tu last lur hiu-wuod purposes not longer than
iwoniy-tivu years, making duo aliowauco fur iucreasu of

po]iuliitiun, and cuusumptiuu in various ways. Will this

uuniuiuipuon take placet Certainly nut ; risu iu price will

idicckii; lUc uiuro valuable woods will gradually be pro-

iiorvud lur expuruiliuu aud mauulact'.'ring purpuses. 'ihe

I'ai'is oxhiiiitiuu, in which we have su sigually dlstiu-

guLshud ourselves as a practical, commou-suiibo people,

will bucuru this nuw held of industry tor us. What then
is to be the suusiituteif Coal, the coal of uliio aud i'oun-

sylvauia; perhaps as yetu's roll on the co;U of Illinois; it

may be tuu thai the cual of Michigan will yet be found
servicuablo. 'iho tuture commerce in coal is au easy prob-

lem. 'Ihu great west, though pussesbing boundless prairies

lUid mines, iias but liltlu timber, and mauy of thu cual-

lields aro ima-iuary. JNut less than thiou-lourths of the
su-uallod coat-iieias of Dr. Owen will have to bo swept from
tho map. eho must luuk to the iiiist, to th« Lake irglun,

lor hur fuel fur most purposes, Chicago uow rec^uhes for

1S05, eUjUuu tous, iMilwaukoo yOjOUU, 'iorouto 17,uuu lous;

aud iu short tho groat lakes gouerally, including tho

towns on their toasts and the stuamors ou tholr waters, no
loss au amount than 7UU,UU0 tuns'/ What will bo the

rmiuiivmont in iiiWI What in iBlid?

Aaaiii, tako tho itoni iron. Our railways are groaning
under their lucussaut burdens ; but iron, strong as it is,

cannot endure fur ever; and you may safely say that tho

average peiiud of iho durability of the iron ol a railroad

duos uut oxeood tive years, 'i'his is an ascertained fact, aud
a most important oue; it amounts to this—that before

1800 all thu railways iu North America will require on an
average to renew tueir iron tracks if Where is tho iron to

como iromf Can ±,urupo supply her own increasing want
aud ours besides; or will not rather enterprise aud
necessity open out that vast mineral regiou uf Superior,

and give our own manufacturers iron within the borders

of tho groat Liakoslf iu 1651 tho United States imported
ISSjO'Jo tons ot iron, of m agregato value of $4,900,UuO, aud
at a cost of if'io per ton. In 18b4 the same country im-

ported 28:i,8ut) tuns, having a value of $12,0:iO,UOU, and,

lucludiug duty, at a cost of $49 490, per ton, or not far

short ot double tho price in Ibol.

I have Selected twu items, coal and iron, because they

tue at tile tbundatiou of all modern enterprise ; they con-

stitute iu themselves the crude yet mighty meaus by

which >he Uuitod iviuguom has reached its incalcula-

ble wealth aud gigauiio power. I'hey aro equally the

means by which the United States of Ameri-;a and the

tiiid anuthor strung necessity for extcniting our iiieans of

(•omuiunieatl.in, tu bupply nut only ourselves but the ports
and cities ot Laku Untariu Nalli'y. A \ery largu portion
of our mliiural region is covered with tivei win. h aru not
tit tor comuiurclal purposes, but m ly be converted into
charcual with the gi'ealebt advantage, and thus uieet in

boniu degree, as titr as Iron and copjHr is c unienitd, the
want ut cual. All thu excellent Sweeilisti iion is biiielled

by means of charcoal, and as suuii as nuans of cuuiiiiuni-

catiun render uur mineral region Kiinnnnially acieshlble,

cliarcual can be mauutactured at uiii^Kiurtti ot the pi no It

ubtalns in i->urope. 'ihe lluruii, Lake Mjiiiishing and
Ottawa Canal, will change that dreary wlldeiuu»s into a
bubiliug centre of iudubtry.
Now imagine, fur the sake of graspini; this subject iiiiiro i

eubily, that a ship canal between Lake lluion and l^ake 1

Ontario Were coubtructed; that it were capable ot letting <

down the produce uf liake liurun some i^io leet lulu Lake
untariu, iu prupellors or screws, carr) iiigat least l,uuu tuns.

The length uf the canal would bu abuut luu miles, and it

would save in actual dlstaucu aluuu uut less than UOl)

miles. It would become oneuf thegreat liighways tor inei-

chaudize of every description going to the i.ast, and from
the i'litst going to thu West. Its extremities would be
couverted iutu depots of coal to suiiply tho steamers
running tu and trum Oswego, itochester, and Ogdensburg,
being ou the line of trattic, aud the nearest piants to the
mines of Ohio, trum which tbuy must derive tiu.ir supplies.

Chicago, which in lb&4 shipped nearly ia,uuu,uoo bushels
of wheat, would send every grain by that short route to

Oswego and the St, Lawreuce ports, iiut if Chicago
shipped 1U,UUU,UUU in lbo4, what will she do iu IKi.u; and
what will thu other ports of Lake Michigan, emulating hur
iu enterprlze and courage, send to swell the trallic which
must cross the great barrier of Western Canada, to hud
tho cheapest route by way of Oswego aud tliu St. Lawrence,
to the must pruhtable markets iu the l,ast, and boyouu
the seasy Whatever argument applies tu exports, holds
good with imports; an equal tide of trallic will return
by the same route for Lake Michigan and Lake Huron
I'orts; iu a word for thu gfoat North Wesu 'Iho rush
tor land is oven grjater in tho Western Status than iu

Western Canada, in 18o4 the United States govern-
ment sold the enormous area of 3,27o,uuu acres iu Iowa
alone, at an average price of $1 24 cents the acre, in
Missouri, 2,ti9b,UUU acres were sold during thu same period,

at an average price of 43 cents per acre, Xhu total amount
of laud sold iu the United States and its territo-

ries during 1854 amounted to 14,S0y,o0S acres, paymunt
being made in cash, thu receipts beiug $lU&,4'J,iibO, it is

a most turtunate circumstance for Western Cauuda, tliat

her form is that of a wedge, penetrating amoug the
Southern States ot the Lake region, 'ihat single guogra-

phical condition secures to her a large share ot thu trtUfic

between these States aud the l<)ast, as already exemplified

on the Ureat Western railway ; thus leaving fur Central
Western Canada and the Ottawa \'alluy tho commerce of

l^ke Michigan ports led directly into Lake Ontario, 'i'his

.subject might be greatly amplihed, and with advantage,
but time warns us to limit these eucouragiiig speculations,

and to turn our attention to the internal cuuditluu and
pi-ospects of the country wu are surveying,

A new statu of aUairs has arisen in Western Canada
during the past two years. High prices have had a
marvellous ettect, and one which is uot without hazard to

thu farmer, whose industry lies at some distance from the
leading lines of traffic. As an illustration we may take

Toronto markets, aud trace the etfects of high prices

among many of the smaller larmers of that ueighbourhood.

Thu illustration will hold good for every other town an t

village iu the country.

It is necessary to remind you that the majority of the
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