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David Tiio.mpso.v, 1790-1812.

Tn June, 1790, David Thompson, then a clerk in the service of the

Hudson's Hay Comjjany, sLaited from Cunilterland House on his way

to York l''actory. While on his jf)urney lu; made a track-survey of the

north end of L-ike Wintnpeg—the first systematic survey that was

mad(! on tlie lake. l)uring the Nucc(H'ding twenty-two years, he crossed

the lake and surveyed its shores a nund)er of times and on his map
of the North-west, madi; in 1813-1814, its contours are first laid

down with a n^asonablt! degree of accuracy.

A. HicNUv, Jr., 1799-1808.

lietween 179It and 1808 Alexander Henry, Jr., was in charge of

trading posts of the North-west Company in the Red River district,

and crossed Lake Winnipeg sevtirul times from the mouth of Winnipeg

River to that of Red River. In the latter year he trav(!lled along the

w(!st siiore to the Saskat(!h('wan River on his way to the plains. He
not(!s many interesting points about the (!arly history of the country.

(The Manuscript Journals of Alex. Henry, edited by Elliott Coues,

1897.)

SiH A. Ma(;kk\zik.

In liis ' General History of the Fur Trade' in the first part of his

' Voyages ' Sir Alexander Mackenzie gives a general account of Lake

Winnipeg and the; rivers that flow into it. In several j)laces he makes

slight references to the underlying geological structure of the country.

In speaking of the Red and Assiniboine rivers lie says :--' In some

parts there are rapids, caused by occasional beds of limestone and

gravel ; but in general they have a sandy bottom. This lake in com-

mon with those of this country, is bounded on the north with banks

of black and gray rock and on the s(.jth by a low, level country, occa-

sionally interrupted with a ridge or bank of limestones, lying in stratas,

and rising to the perpendicular height of from twenty to forty feet

;

these are covered with a small quantity of earth forming a level sur-

face, which bears timber, but of a moderate growth and declines to a

swamp.'


