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One more scene of aristocratic pride closed this tragic story.

The Marquis de Crequi, on receiving this astounding news, im-
mediately arrayed himself in the unifoTm of a general officer,

with his cordon of nobility on the coat. He ordered six valets

to attend him in grand livery, and two of his carriages, each
with six horses, to be brought forth. In this sumptuous state,

he set off for the Place de Gr^ve, where iie had been preceded
by the Princes de Ligne, de Rohan, de Croiiy, and the Duke de
Havr^.
The Count Van Horn was already dead, and it was believed

that the executioner had had the charity to give him the coup
de grace, or "death-blow," at eight o'clock in the morning. At
five o'clock in the evening, when the Judge Commissary left

his post at the Hotel de Ville, these noblemen, with their own
hands, aided to detach the mutilated remains of their relation

;

the Marquis de Crequi placed them in one of his carriages, and
bore them off to his hotel, to recei^'e the last sad obsequies.

The conduct of the Regent in this affair excited general

indignation. His needless severity was attributed by some to

vindictive jealousy ; by others to the persevering machinations
of Law. The house of Van Horn, and the high nobility of

Flanders and Germany, considered themselves flagrantly out-

raged : many schemes of vengeance were talked of, and a hatred
engendered against the Regent, that followed him through life,

and was wreaked with bitterness upon his memory after his

death.

The following letter is said to have been written to the Regent
by the Prince Van Horn, to whom the former had adjudged the

confiscated effects of the Count

:

*'Ido not complain, Sir, of the death of my brother, but I

complain that your Royal Highness has violated in his person

the rights of the kingdom, the nobility, anc the nation. I thank
you for the confiscation of his effects ; but 1 should think my-
self as much disgraced as he, should I accept any favor at your
bands. / hope that God and the King viay render to you as
strict justice as you have rendered to my unfortunate brother,"


