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The hiilldiiig up of a nation iH not a men* effort of will on

th»^ piirt of an imlividual or a pooplfl. A p«»opli^ or an imli

vi'lual may have much to do with Hhaping the d«>Htini(>H of a

country. ^)Ut wh*»n tho fnonts which conntitute tlni Haliont points

in the history of that country come to be viowod from the

Homowhat elevaUul ntandpoint svhich he who would writ(» a

history must ncccHHarily occupy in order that his viHion may

have scope surtiiuent to include everything bcariiiyf on the situ-

ation, those aotorH who in tl •> bustle of ''history-making"

tower in magnitude and importance us primary causew, suddenly

dwindle into "temporary agents," "creatures of circumstance,"

" mere puppets," moved and controlled by some unseen and

unknown power, be it Providence, Destiny or Fate. Hut while

the acts of one agent tit into those of another in making a

history which so ristjs in importance and far-reaching effects as

to dwarf the men who made its integral parts, wo must not

forget to hold each man morally responsible for his acts. An
overruling Power may so control the acts of individuals as to

cause good to result where only greed or selfish ambition

proin[)ted, but this must not blind us to the moral responsi-

bility of the actors, who must be judged only by the motives

which actuated them.

To-day Canada has just shaken herself free from the clutches

of Rebellion, which at oue time threatened to bring with her

her sisters Anarchy and llevolution. Somebody is to blame

for all this, and if the reader after scanning the evidence as to

the causes of the rebellion chooses to call prominent men by

hard names, we cannot help it. It is not our business to call

harsh names nor to judge our neighbours. It is ours to state the


