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law is \iiiJUHt ami sliould In* anipndpd.
AftiT ail, iM'op'.u of MritiHli orlviln ran
hcarcpjy help aduilrlnii; the mar. InenH
of Mr. Martin, tiiouKJi it is said tliat
Ills lanj^uaK*' s^avp ^jn-at offcnco to
som«' of ills former colleat^fiips and sup-
portcrK in tlic provincial >.fovi'rnmpnt.

And \v«> n«>pd not the I«'hs admirp tlip

pfacp-l)riiitfin>? words of tlie LilK^ral
cliltftain, which art' <piitp natural to
him, upon wiiom apppars to havp fall-

• 'II tliP mantle of the latp Sir .Fohn
Macdonald a> a winiior of niPii.

li tlip holutiou oi this di'li(.-ate and
difficult problem is really to «lpi)end on

\ <|UP^tion vif pti(iuette, and if it

I..- indeed trup tliat tlip fpdpral gov-
ernment did not api»roacli the provin-
cial authorities in ;i fair spirit he-

fore issuing the form.il remedial or-

der, it i^ to b' rPKrett«'d, perhaps,
that we have for a premier a l>luff,

blunt, .Tolin Bull I jurlisliman, who,
l.nKlishman like, sinipl.v stands upon
tli(> cou.>-titiilion. ami m.-ikes no ipol-

ou\\ for invoking? <ui behalf «»f a see-

tit)!- of the comniunit.v. airKii^'ved b.v

an •'unjust" and '•tyrannical" law,
the provisions of the constitution
that have been, b.v the p.irliampnt of

Cfinada, and of the empire, framed
for their express protection. Honu' of

u^: In \\innlp'H' had ocia^-inn to m et
.'^Ir ^fackenzie Bowell recpntl,v. In

tlip discussion of another matter, and
much fault Avas found with him, even
l>,v IiIh own |)olitical friends, hecaiise of

lii.-: bluntness and p'ainness of speech.
I'erhaps It is a misfortune that he
is deficient in the use of honied words
and courtly phrases, hat it Is a fall-

intr that possibly has its eompens.i-
tion.- In ,1 public man.

The <iUPf?tlon remains', however, how
the iLcrave difficulty prest^^nted hy the
KChool questkm is to Ik? removed. We
all desire to avoid fedpral interference.
I'eacp can lie luid and JuhWcp can l)e

done, through the intervention of the
local iejfislature. How is that to he
brought about •.' Mr. I.,aurier Is not
in power, unfortunately, and we can-
not avail ourselves, ther«'fore, of his
kindly offices, to melt Mr. Greenway,
b.v "aiipealiTija: to his heart and soul."
Mr. Oreeaiway now knows, however,
how earm stly Mr. Laurier, if in po\\er,
would plead with him for tol(>ration
and for justice. Will he not then
Hfive the sanit' serlouw consideration to
his leader's (Jeclarathm as if the lat-
ter wan actually in office^, and will he
not tr.v to be, an Mr. Jjaurier pleads
that he ought to l)e, Just and f.air and
generous '! Or must Sir Mackenzie Bow-
ell fir.st make ain humble apology to
the government of INIanitoba, for al-

lowing the Catholic minorit.v to en-

ter the hails of parlia-
m it for reilnsHs, through the
door proviiled by the constitution, in
or.ler that tliey m;iy there pipad tlipir
c.iiisp iM'forp the reprr'senta tivp.s of the
n.ition'.' "W't must have peace" sa.VM
.Mr. liiiiiripr, and tens of thoiisfinds re-
edif the sentiment. But wlio is to
t.ake tin first step tow.'irds concilia-
tion.' i pon wlioiii at iirespiit is tiie
onus to move in tli.it dini-lion.' Tills
liiustiiu is indeed :\ serious one. .md
it ought to receive careful .-iiiil dis-
p.assionate consider;! lion. I'rin''ii)al

Crant apjiears to conclude tluit the
onuf; is on the provincl.il ;;overnment.
.\t tlie s.Miiir time lie is of tiie iijiiaion
thai the n-medlal lu-iler is thi' -rreat
stumbling block in the w.i.v. If that
b«' indeed triit . it ought to lie removed.
But let us nuike sure of our .;round .'luil

see that ftlie rpsponsibility Is put up-
on the shoulders th.it ought to
bear it.

How far the action of the Dominion
govertiinent, hitherto, has really b: en
of a high-handed character, and how
far the government of Manitolwi has
lust ground of complaint in this re-
gard, and can jilead that action as a
justification for refusing anv consid-
eration of a settlement, can not. of
coursp, Ix" fatL^factorily answere<l
without a review of th<»
events that j>rec<Mle(I the issiw of the
order. With your leave I will. In
another lett<'r, refer to some of these
events. .lAMKS FISHKR.

To the Kditor of tlu' I''ree Press.
Sir,—In a former letter I ventured

to express the opinion that the very
strong opposition offered by the ma-
jority in Manitoba, and by their sym-
pathisers in otiier provinces, to the
granting of concessions aceiptable to
the minority, artwe more from n repug-
nance to Its bi'ing done as a result of
federal Intervention, than from any
decided objection to making such con-
cessions on principle. .\nd I <pioted
the utterances of Mr. Laurier, Trin-
cipal Grant, Mr. .Joseph Martin and
others in support of that view. I

quoted especially the opinion of Mr.
Laurier, that tiie federjil government,
because It issued the rem dial order
without first appri aching the govern-
ment of the province, in a conciliat-i

ory spirit, with ''the sunny ways of

patriotism," and with "an appeal to
the hearts and souls" of the Manitoba
ministers, were nuUnl,v responsible for
the question l>eing still unsettled.
It cannot, I think, be de-

nied, that, ever since the
Issue of that order, the action of


