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Museums

Dear Sir Arthur,

At the meeting of the McCord Committee 
yesterday, Dr. Lighthall presented certain historical 
manuscripts to the Museum.

This raises a question in my mind as to 
whether the relations between the McCord Museum and 
the Redpath Library have been sufficiently defined, 
in accordance with the general policy of the University 
Committee on Museums.

You will remember that one of the chief objects 
of that Committee was to plan and carry out a logical 
classification of museum material, and this has, in most 
cases, been satisfactorily accomplished. The question of 
manuscripts, however, is a complicated one because, at 
first sight, it might seem as if the McCord Museum had a 
claim upon a portion of this class of material. Autograph

haveletters, small signed documents, proclamations, etc 
undoubtedly an interest for the public and their exhibition 
in cases is justified.

• f

But with regard to historical manuscripts, espec­
ially of the bulkier sort, it has generally been the pract­
ice of institutions to regard these as library, rather than 
museum, material. We are at present in danger of having 
two groups of manuscripts and, as Librarian and Custodian of 
one group, I am strongly of the opinion that every effort
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