
SENATE DEBATES Oibr2.16

were special committees to wbom bad been
extended tbe pnivilege of sitting while the
bouse was sitting. In this chamber we do flot
sit many days in tbe week to disebharge our
functions as a forum. Normally, we sit Tues-
day afternoon and evening, Wednesday and
Tbursday afternoon and sometimes Thursday
evening. Therefore, it seems to me that we
can do aur work in the committees and oun
work in the Chamben if we have an under-
standing between the committee chairmen
and those wbo manage the business of the
bouse.

We are grateful to Senaton McDonald, wbo
called tagether the chairmen of the commit-
tees this morning. Wbene chairmen cauld not
themnselves attend, their representatives were
present. An agreement was reached whicb I
think will provide for the orderly dispatcb of
the business of the Senate and of its
committees.

Senator Croll bas tald us that beginning
next week his committee is going ta hold
sessions in variaus parts of the country. That
is the decision of the committee. Obviously, if
the work 0f the cammittee is ta be undertak-
en, an exception must be provided ta Rule 3
to enable bim to carry on this outside wark 0f

the committee while the Senate is in session. I
think there sbould be fia difficulty in our
agreeing to the suggestion made by Senatar
Gnasart, that witb regard ta this, motion in
these panticulan circumstances we sbould
invoke Rule 3 wbich would permît the sus-
pension of Rule 76(4). Senator Grosant nads
approval. I tbink that is the way to salve this
problem.

I came now to Senator Lamontagne's
motion. At first I tbaught that I should not
deal with tbis matten at this stage, but on
second tbaugbt I bave decided to do s0
because it will explain the pnoblem more
clearly. Senaton Lamontagne's committee bas
had many sessions. His committee bad estab-
lished its wonk schedule befare the new Rules
came into being and before we had the large
number af committees that we bave now.
Therefone, hie could very well argue with
moral justification that baving undertaken
the wark of bis committee and having regard
ta the agenda that bad been provided, bie had
ta carry on with it in the way be did. As bie
knows, I feit that if it had been possible for
himi ta arrange the meetings of bis committee
wben the bouse was nat sitting, it would bave
met a particuIar responsibility facing those of
us who bad ta arrange the business of the

[Hon. Mr. Martin.]

house. But, as Senator Lamontagne has point-
ed out, his committee will flot be holding
further sessions, that problema is resolved.

Hon. Mr. Lamontagne: And I shall fot initi-
ate anather committee under the new Rules.

Hon. Mr. Martin: He says bie wauld not
initiate another committee under the new
Rules. That is what hie says at the moment,
but I happen to know the kind of man Sena-
tor Lamontagne is. He is a man who carnies
out functions with the greatest dispatch.

Therefore, I suggest that a motion be put
along the lines indicated by Senator Grosart.
This will give empbasis to the desirability
that the kind of agreement reached this
morning by the chairmen of the committees
be observed. If that is done, I am sure we
shall have no difficulty in the discharge of aur
business.

Hon. Mr. Roebuck: Honourable senators, I
move that Motion No. 1 be amended by
inserting after the word "Senate" in the
fourth paragraph the words "and that Rule
76(4) be suspended accordingly." That para-
graph as amended will read:

That the Committee be authorized to
print such papers and evidence from day
to day as may be ordered by the Commit-
tee, ta sit during sittings and adjourn-
ments of the Senate, and that Rule 76(4)
be suspended accordingly.

The Hon. the Speaker: May I ask the
honourable senator to submit a draft of bis
amendment.

Hon. Mr. Roebuc.k: I will hand it to the
Clerk.

The Hon. the Speaker: While the amend-
ment is being prepared, honourable senators,
may I come back to the point raised by the
honourable Senator Grosart, in order that it
is fully understood.

I have not said that the motion by the
banourable Senator Croli is contrary to one of
the rules. In bis motion the honourable sena-
ton is asking permission to sit during sittings
of the Senate. If this is by leave, then honour-
able senators by giving unanimous consent
can grant this permission notwithstanding
Rule 76. It is only in the event that unani-
mous consent is not granted, as is the case
now, that this amendaient is requîred. That is
my understanding of bonourable Senaton
Grosart's point.
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