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II\’Ir[i‘.v D%nohog, whq appeared before the
Ho }y; ouncil against his co-religiunists.
appe as been provided for, but it does not
set[:ﬂ:r that the parties affected by this
o mg?b are at all satisfied with its terms,
the Ufltl the rights and privileges for which
lik e}i LorLtend are restored to them, it is un-
o yot at they will be satisfied, and the
fatis ,,'entlema.n. opposite need not lay the
quest}‘mg.r unction to their souls that the
poas 1on can be se;tthd until they have made
Weree ;:)lltlh the minority of Manitoba. We
men}, e when the .Conserva,tive govern-
the fa ta to deal with .thls question that
foolic ; 8 were not ascertained, that it was
adapy on the part of the government of Can-
out attempt te deal with this question with-
o :;scertammg the facts. How could they
St wh'a.t the. exact difficulties of the
iy 'on in Manitoba were until they had
. a.t,n evidence on that point, and they said
Wors as soon as the;y came into power, they
. going to appoint a royal commission for
in I:llﬁl‘pose of going to Manitoba and visit-
WEO ese schools and meeting the people
h eir.Wet'e Interested and examining them on
i Ordoath and taking the necessary evidence,
of th er to find out what the exact nature
sof e remedy should be. Mr. Laurier went
r'as to say that on the very day he got in-
Onga’el‘ he would appoint two commissions,
t0 3 80 to the United States, and the other
o lr}ltoba,, and that the leader of this House
com ver Mowat, would be chairman of the
and Iission to be appointed to visit Manitoba
take evidence on this school question.
:ndwhole thing was outlined. My hon.
ait had achieved some credit among the
holics of Ontario for standing up for
COEI::’ as it was believed he had done, in
nam, :Ctlon with thfa separate schools. His
and thWa.s used with the Catholic people,
their fe‘y were told that this man, who was
missio riend, would be chairman of the com-
what I;; and they could rest assured that
ntari eh had done for the Catholies of
Mans tgb e would do for their friends in
id ooy a. I.d(.‘» not know why this plan
on. £ materialize. I do not know why my
comm] tend was not placed at the head of a
1851on of that kind to take evidence in

ri

Manij . .
tha;n:::g}? on this question. But we know
hethe, & commission was not appointed,

it was my hon. friend felt that he

as
sunp Unequal to the task and that the

Y ways of trioti
effe. patriotism were more
“tual than cold facts that he could

elicit by going up there, he was not
appointed, and Mr. Tarte, another member
of the government, went up there instead.
I think Mr. Tarte did visit one school up
there in which there was some little trouble
on the question of the commissariat between
the teacher and himself. I believe the
inquiry he made on that oecasion was his
only inquiry with regard to the state of the
schools in Manitoba. The promises which
had been made with regard to the appoint-
ment of a commission and the making of an
inquiry have all been cast to the wind. Mr.
Tarte went up there and made some reports
to his colleagues ; Mr. Greenway came down
here and the result is this paragraph or
two providing that there may be religious
instruction between half past three and four
o’clock in certain schools. That is what it all
ends in. These people contended that by the
constitution they had some privileges, which
privileges they claim have been taken away.
The Lords of the Privy Council of England
found that their contention was right;
promises were made by the hon. gentleman’s
leader, the Hon. Mr. Laurier, that he would
restore the rights of the minority in Mani-
toba. He was not going to do it by co-
ercion, but he would do it more fully than
the late government proposed to do it by the
remedial bill. Instead of that, here we have
this paltry provision which I am told by
parties who have more experience in such
matters than I have myself will be
found perfectly useless and calculated, if
put into effect at all, to create in the
minds of the children a repugnance
against religion altogether, because they will
be kept in half an hour longer than other
children. It will create a distaste for re-
ligion, and instead of being a help, as it
should be it will be a detriment. The
leader of this House yesterday denied that
there was any understanding between the
government of Canada and the govern-
ment of Manitoba with regard to the ini-
tiation of this troublesome question. He
does not dispute the fact that the govern-
ment of Manitoba threw this apple of dis-
cord into the politics of this country by
passing the School Act of 1890, but he denies
that there was any understanding between
themselves and the Federal government at
any time during the course of the events.
With regard to that subject I will take the
word of my hon. friend as speaking for
himself. He only came into federal politics



