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We are saying to Air Canada and to Canadian Airlines
International: ““This is where you can go. This is how we arrived
at the decision. This is how you can plan for your future”. That
is why they can go out now and negotiate for the purchase or the
lease of aircraft to be able to fly to routes that were closed to
both Air Canada and Canadian Airlines International in the
United States and around the world.

If the hon. member were to be careful and understand what we
have achieved for airports across the country and for employees
of both airlines, he would tell us that by the end of 1995 we will
have done more to improve the situation for both airlines than
was done in the previous 15 or 20 years in the country.
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CANADA POST

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it has recently
come to our attention that the RCMP is investigating developer
Jose Perez and his dealings with government officials.

I would like to have, if possible, the Solicitor General confirm
or deny this report.

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, it has never been customary in the House to confirm or
deny RCMP investigations.

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, I will switch
my tone then.

Let us talk about the Auditor General’s report. On March 20
when I asked the minister a question he responded by quoting a
special Auditor General’s report. We found out that it had
nothing to do with the question I asked. The dealings with
Canada Post were not even mentioned.

Why would the minister of public works quote from that
report because it has nothing to do with the matter?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, aside from the fact that it is not a supplementary to the
member’s first question, I want to say that I will be happy to
inform myself further about what the report says or does not say,
and then I will get back to the hon. member.
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IMMIGRATION

Mr. Simon de Jong (Regina—Qu’Appelle, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, my question is directed to the minister of immigration.

The question concerns refugees who do not intend to buy
40-inch TV sets as their second or third purchase in Canada.

As the minister is aware no other country in the world charges
a fee of $975 for refugees. He has assured us, however, that
loans will be available to refugees from poorer countries who
cannot afford the $975 fee. There is a catch-22 however.
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My question is for the minister of immigration. Will he deny
entry to those immigrants and refugees who do not meet the
criteria to repay the loan? Will he assure us that no refugee will
be denied entrance into Canada even though they cannot pay the
$975 fee and do not meet the criteria for qualifying to receive a
loan?

Hon. Sergio Marchi (Minister of Citizenship and Im-
migration, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is not true that other countries
do not charge various processing fees. We have decided to
charge a landing fee, not a refugee fee, for accessing our system
for two reasons. The first is so all newcomers to the country can
join other Canadians in all walks of life in ensuring the prosperi-
ty of Canada into the future.

The second reason we are charging a landing fee is to ensure
the settlement services will continue. It is the people who the
member talks about that are in need of the settlement services
the most. If we were not going to go the route of the fee, my
impression would be that settlement would become a thing of
the past. Therefore, we are doing it with the intention of helping
the neediest coming into our country.

On top of that, the Minister of Finance has instituted a loan
program so they can take outa loan and repay the $975 to ensure
their future in the best country of the world, just like kids of
Canadian parents ask for loans of tens of thousands of dollars for
education so that they too can ensure their future.
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TAXATION

Ms. Beth Phinney (Hamilton Mountain, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Minister of Justice.

It is nearly a year since the Supreme Court ruled on the
Suzanne Thibaudeau case on taxation of child support pay-
ments. At that time the government promised action on the
level, enforcement and taxation of child support payments.

Can the minister tell the House why no action has been taken
to make sure Canadian children get the support they need and
deserve?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney Gener-
al of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is true that the government
has not announced a formal plan in relation to this matter, but
there has been a great deal of action. A great deal of work has
been done over the last 10 months on the subject of child
support. :



