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French should be “responsable” or “imputable” instead of
“comptable”.

So we have to restore the integrity of our political institutions.
Before October 26, 1993, the people opposite cared and boasted
about their red book. Today, I put it back under their nose and I
ask them to use this bill to carry out their promises. It will not
cost a lot. I am not asking for $1 billion. I am not asking for $5
billion. I am asking for honesty. Where I come from, honesty is
not expensive and, what is more, it is rewarded. Those who are
not honest will have to pay for it one day.

To continue, some of our fellow members just mentioned the
names of some members who are still here. I would just like to
say that perhaps we had five minutes of political fantasy just
now, when the member for Outremont mentioned the name of a
member in the House. Perhaps he was referring to a time after
this mandate. If the member for Outremont is back then, perhaps
he can say the name of the person he just mentioned but whom
you do not want us to name now.
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With that—my voice is giving up, but not my interest—I hope
that we will have a chance to talk about this bill here again, but
that it will contain what it should then.

[English]

Mr. Harold Culbert (Carleton—Charlotte): Mr. Speaker,
first of all I should ask the hon. member to carry our best wishes
to his son on his birthday. I understand he is 14 years old. I have
a 13-year old son at home so I know exactly what that is all
about. It is about aspirations. It is about his future. It is about
where he is going to be when he finishes his educational process.

My son looks ahead with great anticipation and has all the
confidence in the world that he can do whatever he sets his mind
to do. So far whatever he has set as his goal, he has been able to
achieve it.

I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that he has great admiration for
this country of ours, this Canada of ours. He knows and loves the
great province of Quebec, as he does his home province of New
Brunswick, as well as every other portion of the country,
whether it be east, west, north or south. He considers it all very
important and significant.

I have heard the hon. member and his colleagues in the Bloc
mention time after time after time, let us do something about
duplication of effort. Let us take some action to eliminate some
of the duplication. The very bill we are talking about today is to
do exactly that. The creation of Public Works and Government
Services Canada brings together those four entities formerly

known as the Government Telecommunications Agency, Public
Works Canada, Supply and Services Canada, and the Translation
Bureau.

It is not just a coincidence that they are brought together.
Once this full integration is completed and all four entities are
brought together under the one Department of Public Works and
Government Services, we can look at savings of approximately
$180 million a year.

My question to the member across the way concerns the fact
that in my riding of Carleton—Charlotte $180 million a year is a
lot of money to my constituents. Any savings in that area which
can be made in the department we are talking about today, or any
other department, is certainly worth while.

While the hon. member talked about a number of other steps
in relation and subsequent to this point, does he not feel that the
opportunity to save $180 million a year on a regular basis is
something that would be supported by the taxpayers of the
province of Quebec as well as the taxpayers in every other
province?

[Translation]

Mr. Bernier (Gaspé): Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member
for his question and his kind wishes regarding my son.

I think that the presence of Bloc Quebecois members, sover-
eignists and Quebecers is very healthy for the parties opposite.
We are the ones who raised the very costly issue of overlap.

® (1640)

We, the sovereignists, have pointed to that problem for so
long that members opposite are now beginning to think that we
may be right. They are saying: Let us see what it means for us
here in our own little world, in our federal departments. I used
the word ““little” not to refer to the department itself, which is a
large one managing large amounts of money, but to say that it is
a small step, considering our objective. To eliminate overlap is a
monetary measure, but it also involves respect for a nation, a
community and a province.

Canada did not listen when Quebec said: Let us manage the
way we want what falls within our jurisdiction. We are now in
the third period—as the hon. member for Lac—Saint-Jean and
the premier of Quebec say in reference to sovereignty. They
used to say ‘“‘the Bloc in Ottawa and the Parti Quebecois in
Quebec City”. Indeed, we are now in the third period and I am
moving along the boards.

We figured out the problem a long time ago, but this govern-
ment is only beginning to get a grasp of it. But this is not enough.
On the top of the savings which it can make in Canada and in
Ottawa, how about a little more transparency? When we first




