
Indian Act

that a consultation process bad occurred. It was necessary to
specify, ta arrange in advance, and to agree mutually that a
certain discussion would be seen as a consultation. There will
be the requirement for intensive discussion at the committee
level, intensive examination of the ramifications and effects of
this Bull. There wilI be the need for native representatian on
the committee ta ensure that the final legisiative product is
sometbing tbat will be fair ta the Indian people of Canada.

As 1 sat in the House today listening ta the Hon. Minister, I
was more than pleased ta sec that amang bis audience was the
nation's mast famous expectant father. Then 1 tbought of the
prospects that bis cbild might face cornpared ta the prospects
of an Indian cbild born at tbe same time. 1 do tbat in no way
ta single out the Prime Minister's (Mr. Mulroney) children.
Were my wife expecting, I would use the example of rny own
cbild.

First, there is the différence in life expectancy, estirnated
now at a decade or more, between tbe two children. Second,
there is access ta the services wbicb are required ta raise and
bring up a bealtby infant. Tbird, tbere is tbe educatian, for anc
in bis or ber native tangue, for the other in a foreign tangue.
Fourtb, there is access ta tbe services tbat yau and 1 take for
granted, Mr. Speaker. I am tbinking of dlean running water,
sanitary sewage disposai, paved raads, a ligbt switcb tbat
produces electricity wben it is turned fram tbe off ta the on
position, and, finally, bousing of acceptable standards.

For many Indian cbildren today, tbose amenîties and those
opportunities are not a reality. For rnany, none of those
services are accessible.

Tbe Bill wbicb we cansider today wiIl accomplisb mucb tbat
is good, but rnucb wîll remain ta be donc for tbe Indian people
of tbis country. Same discrimination wiIl be removed, and 1
hope that at the end of tbc Iegislative process we will be able ta
take pride in wbat we bave donc. Many problerns wiIl remain
and some will be created as people seek to be repatriated ta
reserves wherc tbe Iand or financial resource base is really not
adequate ta support tbem. I arn bapeful tbat tbe interest tbat
is generated on tbis crucial matter of mernbersbip, the matter
of necessary reforma ta tbe Indian Act, will eventually impel
us ta rcform nat only that Act in its entirety but also ta reform
and to bring tbe condition of Canada's Indian people ta a state
of wbicb we can ail be proud.

Somse Hon. Members: Hear, bear!

Mr. Robichaud: Mr. Speaker, I risc on a point of order.
Would it be in arder ta ask a question of tbe former speaker,
tbe Hon. Member for Nunatsiaq (Mr. Suluk)?

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski): We necd unanimous
consent, la tbere unanimaus consent?

Somne Hon. Members: Agreed.

Mr. Robichaud: I thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I tbank Hon.
Members for tbeir courtesy. In listening ta tbe Hon. Member
for Nunatsiaq I beard bim say, in tbe question of the division
of the Northwest Territories, tbat tbe native people bad sorne

concerna. 1 would like ta bear bis comments on this question of
division.

Mr. Suluk: Mr. Speaker. in relation to the native people,
specifically the Inuit wbo would reside in tbe eastern haîf of
the proposed new territory in the Northwest Territaries, the
Inuit were concerned that rnany reporters and many of tbe
non-Inuit were concerned that many reporters and rnany of tbe
non-Inuit in the western part keep making references ta ctb-
nicity, in particular that tbe Inuit would like ta form an etbnic
government even tbougb it is a public government. Tbese kinds
of tbings tend ta create some misconceptions about wbat is
bappening in the Territories.

Perbaps I will take tbia opportunity to add tbat there is a
feeling of rejection by tbe East in tbe western part of tbe
Territory. Perbapa it could be solved by suggeating tbat since
tbe residents of tbe Yukon Territory and tbe residents of the
would-be leftover territory in the west are predominantly of
tbe sarne culture, tbat is Indian and otbers, they sbould join
together and create the eleventb province.

Mr. John McDermid (Parlianxentary Secretary to Minister
of Energy, Mines and Resources): Mr. Speaker, I bave been
bere today tboughout tbe debate and must say tbat I bave
enjoyed it immensely. One of tbe great privileges I bave bad as
a parliamentarian was ta be spokesman for tbe Progressive
Conservative Party wben we were in opposition in the portfolio
of Indian Affaira and Nortbern Development. In tbe past year
leading up ta the election, I bave spent a considerable amount
of time witb tbe Indian people of aur country, many of wborn I
arn proud to say are frienda.

I enjoyed rny work witb tbe Hon. Member for Cocbrane-
Superior (Mr. Penner), the Cbairman of tbe standing commit-
tee, and witb tbe Hon. Member for Cowicban-Malabat-Tbe
Islands (Mr. Manly). Although I do not serve on that commit-
tee now, but wish I did, tbere waa a feeling an tbat committee,
I believe there still is, ta work togetber in as non-partisan a
manner as was possible. Tbere were tirnes when partisan
politica did corne into play, but we tried not to allow that ta
bappen. We in tbe comrnittee last spring were faced witb Bill
C-47, amendments ta tbe Indian Act. It was probably anc of
tbe moat bectic six days tbat I bave spent. I tbink that tbe
Cbairman and tbe Hon. Member for Cowicban-Malabat-Tbe
Islands will agree that it was quite an experience.

e (1530)

1 do not want this ta be interpreted as being critical of tbe
former Government, because my remarks are not intended ta
be tbat, but we were net given a sufficient amount of tirne ta
listen ta tbe representations, ta abaorb the representations or ta
amend tbe Act in the way we would bave liked. Tbere were
sorne last minute amendrnents brougbt in and some great
negotiations going on witb the Minister. As we aIl know, tbe
House waa going down for tbe aummer. If 1 can put in an
aside, it was going down, period. It was gaing down for tbe
summer and sa we were rushed. If rny memory serves me
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