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are addrossed in this hranch. Ail menus for
the parliamnentary restaurant are stenciiled
and duplicated by this staff. The branch
consists of one permanent chief. one per-
manent principal clerk, one grade 3 clerk,
six fuil fiie cerks and stenographers. There
is an average of 145 calis each day. Membors
filing is brought up te date each week-end,
and accumulated enveiopes are addressed.
Stenographers, of necossity, must be qualified
owing te the difficuit and oxacting nature of
the work and the speed with which it ls
nocossary te turn eut a large volume of work
each day. Some stonographoîs write as -many
as 70 letters per day. The office is open fromn
9 ami. te 10 p.m., and many stenographiers
have te come back every night te finishi their
work.

M7lien tlie present parliament came into
existence in 1940, there wvas at the bouse of
Commnons a staff of 24 filing clorks consisting
of girls wîîo were neither stenographers noî
typists but were ernploycd at keeping mom-
bers' files in their rooms. They w oie paid
$4 a day. Tlîat sorvire was îmmediately
abolished and stenograpliers were instructed te
look after the irnînhos' files. The result ivas
a reduction of 24 poisons in tue staff and a
saving of 896 per day without any impairmient
in tlie members' secretarial work. In 1940,
the staff consisteci of 167 employees, in 1941,
140; and in 1942, 132. A decrease since 1940
of 35 eînployees.

Post Office

Thiere were 13 elerks during tue session of
194, 7 in 1941, and thero are 7 now. From
inquiries made, this offire is, 1 fear. rînder-
staffed, and we cannot reduce it any more.
We have aise te keep three men for the
nianual labour connected with this office. Our
mail service is considerable. but it cannot ho
*iudged by the amount collected for the sale
of stamps berause letters and ail mailable
mattor addrossed te or sont by members of
the house during the session are free of
Canada postage, linge quantitios of Housard
are sent eut almnost every day. The office is
kept open from 7 ain. te Il p.m. and on
Sundays and holidays,, frem 9 a.m. te 6 p.m.
It is the busiest branch in our service. Al
members' mail is heavy. Our post office
handies about 150 sacks a day.

Stationery

We have te keep a large stock cf stationery
fer the members' correspondenco, committoe
work and dobates reporting. There is a con-
siderahie demand for ail kinds of supplies
such as nibs, pencils, erasers, clips. elastie bands,
mucilage, et cotera. wbicb are required by
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about four hundred persons every day during
sessions. We have, however, managed to
reduce our expenses on that account. The
amouint voted for stationery in 1941-42 was
$34.000, but in spite of the extraordinary iength
of the session and the demands of severai
war organizations on our stock, we spent
only $28,000 in 1942, thus aliowing $6,000 to
lapse and to ho refunded to the consolidated
revenue.

Messenger Service

Memibers of the House of Commons are the
agents of their constituencies and they are
writtcn to on ail kinds of subjeets. Tbey have
to deal with ministers and governiment officiais
for their electors and as departmental officiais
are scattered in different parts of the city,
aý largo messengcr staff is rcquired. Thîis staff
is distributed in offices as foliows: Prime
M1inister's office: 1; Leader of the Opposition.
2; Cliief Gov erniment Whiip: 1; Ckerk of the
liouse: 1; Serg-eant-at-Arms: 1; Press Gallery:
4; Accoiintant's office: 1; Parliamentary
P:îpersz: 1; Votes ani Proceeding-s: 1; Coin-
nîittees Branch: 1; Liberal Caucus Boom: 1;
(onservative Caucus Room: 1; Boomi Sixteen:
1; Cîci k of Equipment: 1.

It must be noted that most of these mon are
eIlerk-messengers wlio answer telephone cails
and assist private secretaries in filing corre-
spondenco and papors.

We have an assistant chief messenger, a
time-keeper, two printing bureau truck drivers
for day and night service and 22 messengers
for the service of ail members of the house.
This is flot excessive. 1 have bad a statement
prepared showing the number of messages
carried daily sinco 19th January, 1942, to 27th
Juiy last. That statement shows that during
that period there were 70,842 calis. During
the long adjournment and recess iast year we
kept our mossengors on duty because a num-
ber of offices in the building were used by
commissions connected with war, such as the
commjttee on War Expenditures, Labour
Supply committee. tiîe Air Minister of New
Zeaiand, the Canada-United States Economie
committeo, the Australian Miiitary mission
and the Munitions anci Sîîppiy eommitteo.
Moroover, there are aiways members of the
house in the building during recess. We have
had as many as forty at a timie when the bouse
is flot in session, and we have givon them a
Inessenger service.

Some of our messengers are oid and have
been empioyed by the house for many years.
Eight of them are over 65 years oid. Three
of thora are permanent, the other five are tem-
porary empinyces net entitied to pension. They
have heen bore oleven, twelve, sixteen and


