etruct a lne from ILethbridge through the
Crow’'s Net t Pass into the Keotenay mining
district, Tiat district consists of two portionxs
—eastern and  western--bedh of which are
very rich in minerals. However, the Canadian
Pacitie Railway. up to date. has done no-
thing. Poobably, there is not room in some
portions of the pass for more thau one rail-
way., and. theretfors, a charter in tbhat par-
ticular part of Canada becomes practicaiiy
a monopriy, because it gives the pass to one
company :and prevents two charters being
given for lines through that pass. The greas
development of mining which hax oecurved
during the past year or two years in the
Kootenay district. has brouglit (his maider
espectally to the atrention ot that ,mnmn ot
British Columbia, for this reason: It is
most destrable that the ore in which this
district is <o rich siould be smelted upon
the spot., and for that purpese it is neces-
sary to get coall and it is stated, that Crow's
Nest Pass through the Rockies is very rich
indeed in coal. In prootf of that smtement,
let me read from an ofticial pamphler issued
by the lmmigration Department. with the
approval of Her \I.uo.-\t‘\ﬂ Seeretary of
State for the Colonies. dated January, 1894,
in which there ix the fellowing :—

Near Crow’s Nest Pass coal beds of iimmense
thickness tene seum thirty feet) extend a distance
of abour thir:iy miles. of superior :uality, and
producing coke (fifteen cannel coal seams). At
the Kootenay mines coke new costs §14 per ton,
but when the projected British Columbia South-
ern Ruilway is built it is expected that better
coke froin the Crow’s Nest collieries can be sup-
plied in the knmena,\' mning district at about
one-hal{ of the present prices. The smelters at
work ncw in the Kootenay are greatly hampered
on account of the high price of coke—one at
Pilot Bay is using thirty wons per dayv. From
this smelter, witich only commenced its operations
9th March. 1845, the bullion shipped to the United
States up to 39th June this vear amcunted to
1,301 tons.

In view of that fact. it seems to me. that it
is abourt time this Government should let it
be known that the fr-uwlme for buxldmg a
railway through Crow's Nest IPass is open
to public competition, th.lt is to say. that'
the determination expressed some years ago,
that the Government were prep'ued to give
the franchise as a matter of pret‘erence to
the Canadian Pacific Railway. should be:
terminated. I am not p‘lrtxcul'u'lv finding
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in it : in fact, I am sorry to learn, that the
development of the district has been more
by means of American eapital than by Can-

adian or old country capital. This px ohably
arises from the faet. that the Americans

uinderstand that country better than other
people, and also that there are i large uum-
ber of men in the United States who under-
stamd mining and ave prepared to risk their
money in it, when they see Ihe\' have 1
country that is worth dc\'vkm At all
events, it is a faet, and the h-.m. nmicuber
for Yale (Mr. Marad will support me. that.
at all events, a very large proporvtion of the

o

development of i KNeotenay miies  has
been carrvied our at the instance and on
Tehalf of American capitalisia. It will be

from the facts. as stated, and which
that it woeuld e an

evident,
are no deubt accurate,
iinmense advantage to smelting in the dis-
trict it the Ameriean capitalists ok held
of the read and built it. and they wenld
probably do so were it not for the pesition
in which the British Columbia  Sourhern
Railway has Leen placed mn ¢ its charter
was practieally held up by the announce-
ment from the Governwment. tha they would
held ihe Crow's Nest Pass {or a reasouible
time for the Canadian Pacitic Ruailway. |
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am not altogether finding fault with thar
determination on  the part of the Gorv-
crument. but 1 desire to «all  their
artention, and the atrentian o the
House, to the faet, that the time has

come when thitt reservation for the Cans-
dian Pacifiec Railway should be withdrawn.,
e Government have bonused a portion of
the line : the bonus isx not given to auny
cempany particularly, burv it is for s line
from one point to another. extending over
thirty or forty miles. 1 do not know if the

Government ar2 going to bonus railways
again, but there is no more legitiniite place

o give a reasonable bonux than io a railway
through Crow’s Nest Paxs into the Koofenay
districet, for the purpose ol showing an in-
terest on the part of the Government in the
mining development. which is only commen-
cing in thit country. which is likely ro
spread very much indeed. and which is ver

“much hampered indeed by the fact of wr.

inadequate railway accommodation. and for

-the purpose of reducing tie cost of coke.

which is at present very great. 1f the cost

. 0f coke can be reduced from $£14 to 37 per

fault with the Canadian Pacific Railway on ton. the advantaze of having ores smelt-
this matter. Probably, it is not so much ¢d in our country, instead of senlding
their fault that the railway has not been | them over to the United States, is
built, as the dull times ; it is quite probable . One which the QGovernment c¢an very
that the company have been unable to nego- - fairly take into considertion. 1 fancy
tiate the necessary loans to build this road, the rest of Canada would be very

but I do not think it is of any special im- .
portance to Canada, or to that district which :
is more particularly interested, that the
Canadian Pacific Railway should build the
line. I understand. that a great deal of:
capital has been invested in the Kootenay |
district, that some of the most wealthy men ;

clad to support a bonus to a railway for
such a laudable purpese as to promote the
development of the ttemendous mineral re-
sources which are helieved—and beli~v.:l
with good foundation—te exist both in East
and West Kootenay.

Mr. PRIOR. Mr. Speaker, when the hon.

in the United States have taken an mterest] member for Winnipeg (Mr. Martin) was

Mr. MARTIN.



