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be:smaller next year, because last yoear we had togotoa
great deal of expense gotting dyes and special men from the
United States, to manufacture this cloth.

Mr. O'BRIEN. The hon, member for Bothwell is one of
those unfortunate free-traders who can never learn the
cases in which the consumer and those in which tho pro-
ducers pays the duty. The other day the hon. gentleman
showed remarkable ignorance, for one in his position, on that
point, which is essential to the understanding of the Tarift
question. With regard to this questiou of clothing, there
is & very great waste in our system of clothing our men;
we give our men, on going to camp, the one suit, and in this
they do everything—cook, sleep and do fatigue duty. The
consequence is, that the suits are worn out in one or two
years, and it i3 almost impossible to get others to use
them. One of the great practical difficulties we have in
gotting men to join tho forco iz, that they are often called
on to wear clothing unfit to be worn. The hon. Minister
would exercise true economy by providing cheap suits to be
used for every duly, except that of parade, and thus the
other suits would be kept good for five years.

Mr. FAIRBAXNK. Is it contemplated to provido the
volunteer force with helmets or other head.dress suitable to
the climate, There is a very serious defect in that direction
in the volunicer force, though it has been, to some extent,
remedied. The head-dress worn in the old country may
answer well in & damp climate, but for our intenze sunshine
we require gear which will protect the eycs and the base of
the head. Volunteers coming out for a few weeks with
their present head dress, get their heads blistered and their
eyes injured. 'This defect should be remediced, tho more
particularly, that the present mode of warfare being con-
ducted with long-range weapons, renders the cyesight of
greater imporlance than in previous yeaps, when the fight-
ing was at close quarters, and the resnlt depended very
often on the bayonet.

Mr. CARON. Woc jssue only forage caps, or the price of
forage caps, which is given as an allowance and is supple-
mented by whatever amount is required to purchase these
helmets,

Mr. CAMERON (Middlcsex). What is the annuul cost
of the clothing, the number of suits worn each year?

Mr. CARON, - The annual cost of the clothing and the
great coats is $30,000, according to the item.

Mr. CAMERON. That leaves a sum for stores ?

Mr. CARON. That is not what I require annually, and
it does not provide for anything for stores.

Mr. CAMERON. There is $30,000 more this year than
Iast, .

Mr..CARON. Every four yoars we require to issuc now
clothing. The amount of money I am now asking is the
smaflest amount required per anoum to keep up a force of
37,000.

Mr. FAIRBANK. Is it proposed to introduce the rubber

Mr. CARON. I am afraid I would have fo increase my
estimate if T.gave those luxuries. : ,

“Mr. FATRBANK. Itwouldnot necessarily increase the
estimafe, The mstter is worthy of serious attertion. In
ﬁiﬁﬁg‘iéh‘égté and riaking marches, and in all camping
wotk, “thtso capes are very serviceable, and experience
has ‘‘shown they are the last thing a eoldicr will part
with. ‘ ' -

MnMSEY Tt in pessible the rubber coats will savethe
other olethes'to the extont that woald compensate for their
cont; “Witlr egard to‘the forago caps, I can speek feelingly.
I'hdve been in the ranks and never got very much further,

and I know what torture a young man, who has boen accus-
tomed to wearing a soft hat, is submitted to, when he first
puts on these forage caps, and worse still, the Scotch caps,
which afford no protection against the sun. Then, I think,
if the troops are to be called out at all, the Minister ought
to face the music and get them proper head-gear, for it is not
safo and often leads to illness, and to weakening of men for
life, to compel thom to go out without proper head-gear.

Mr. FAIRBANK. T feel quite confident that the better
soldiers aro prepared for going forward the less necessity
there will be for them to retreat, and nest to the proper
arm, tho proper head-dress and clothing to protect them
from the weather is of the greatest imputance. Of those
who arc dizabled in active service, those who are disabled
from cxposure in camp and field, are something like five to
ono of thosoe who are disabled from gunshot wounds, I he
best wuy to guard against retreat is (o provide tho infantry
with somo means of quickly entrenching themselves. With
the long range weapons now in use, 1 believe that, in the
first war that occurs among civilized nations, that onc will
conqner who is tho best earth digger.

Mr, McNEILL. There has been a great deal of com-
plaint in roference to the forage cap, and my altention has
been called to it in my own riding. ‘the men are very
anxious indecd that the Minister should givo them helmets
instead of forage caps. They complain of the suffering they
have to endure from the cap, and are anxious that somo
better head-gear should be provided for them.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). I understand the Mivister
asks for tenders for clothing., 1 would ask whether tendors
are asked for the cloth by itself and other tenders for the
making, or tenders are asked for the garment ready made;
and also whether ho receives many tenders, and whether ho
receives them from distant towns aad cities or mostly from
the city of Ottawa ?

Mr. CARON. We called for tenders for a certain quan-
tity of tunics and great coats complete, made up. We ad-
vertised in the papers in all the largo centres, Quobec, Mon-
treal, Toronto, all over the country in fact, and out of the

tenders wo reccived we selected the lowest one.

Mr. PATERSON. low many tenders did you receive ?

Mr. CARON. T could not say exactly.

Mr. PATERSON. From different cities?

Mr. CARON. Yes; from different citics, and we rcceived
a large number. Taking the great coats and the clothing,
I think we received twenty-five or thirty.

Mr. PATERSON. IHow isit managod—isthero a sample
garment ?

Mr. CARON. Yeos; thoro is a scaled patlern sent to the
various Deputy Adjutants-General. Tho tenderers goto the
Brigade Office ani ingpect tho sealed pattern, and make
their tenders upon it,

Mr. CAMERON (Middlesex).
been supplied ?

Mr. CARON. Alrcady? Yes.

Mr. CAMERON. Sabject to inspection ?

Mr, CARON. Yes; everything is subject to inspeetion.
No single article is accepted in the stores until it is inspected
by the inspector appointed by the Government. A quantity
of clothing has been received and passed by the inspector ;
I could not eay how much ; it is coming in every day,

Mr. CAMERON. Tlow long since thesoc more recont
contracts have been awarded ? "

Mr. CARON. I think about tho last days of October, or

Ilag any of the clothing

tke beginning of November.



