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AS CHRISTIANS, WE MUST NEVER LOSE SIGHT OF 'HUMAN RIGHTS AT
ANY TIME, AND MUST ALWAYS BE WILLING TO CONVEY OUR
CONCERNS 'TO OTHERS.. :

THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT HAS A RIGHT AND DUTY TO ACT WHICH
WE EXPECT OTHER STATES TO RESPECT, JUST AS WE RESPECT

- THEIR RIGHT T0 APPROACH US ON SIMILAR ISSUES

AT THE SAME TIME NE HAVE TO BE PRUDENT. FOR OUR ACTIONS
TO BE MEANINGFUL,’ THEY MUST REFLECT THE GENUINE CONCERNS
OF CANADIANS. -

THIS, IN TURN, MEANS THAT WE CANNOT BE INVOLVED TO THE

- SAME DEGREE IN’ EVERY SINGLE HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEM, BECAUSE

THERE - IS' A DANGER' THAT A CANADIAN ACTION WOULD EVENTUALLY
BE INTERPRETED AS SIMPLY YET- ANOTHER EMPTY MORAL- GESTURE,
HHICH OTHER COUNTRIES COULD THEN DISMISS.

SERIOUSNESS IS AN OBVIOUS CONSIDERATION. WHILE WE CANNOT
IGNORE ANY DISCERNIBLE PATTERN OF VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN

"RIGHTS ANYWHERE IN: THE WORLD, OUR CASE WILL BE STRONGER

WHERE® THE OFFENCE IS GREATER AND IF THE WEIGHT OF CANADIAN

AND OF NORLD OPINION IS BEHIND OUR REPRESENTATION

THUS - THE DETERMINATION NHETHER CANADIAN ACTION IS
APPROPRIATE  DEPENDS UPON A CAREFUL ASSESSMENT OF A NUMBER
OF FACTORS RESPECTING CANADA AND THE OTHER COUNTRIES

»CONCERNED

WHILE STRESSING OUR MORAL CONSIDERATIONS WE MUST ALSO BE

" REALISTIC AND RECOGNIZE THE DIFFICULTIES IN DRAWING A LINE

BETWEEN HUMAN RIGHTS AND OTHER AREAS OF ACTIVITY.

THE SUSPENSION OF AID IS FREQUENTLY SUGGESTED AS A
RESPONSE TO HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, AND IT MAY SEEM ON

 THE SURFACE TO BE AN UNDERSTANDABLE WAY FOR A DONOR

COUNTRY TO REACT. YOU WILL AGREE WITH ME THAT WE CANNOT
QUESTION THE NEED TO PROVIDE FOOD AID TO SOME IMPOVERISHED
COUNTRIES. BUT IN THE AREA OF ECONOMIC AID, LET ME

- EMPHASIZE THE REAL DILEMMA WE FACE IN ATTEMPTING TO
"DETERMINE WHAT PART OF, FOR INSTANCE, A PROJECT FOR A

CEMENT PLANT OR AN IRRIGATION SCHEME BENEFITS THE PEOPLE
AND WHAT PART ENDS UP SIMPLY SERVING THE AIMS OF A
GOVERNMENT UNRESPONSIVE ON THE QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS.
THIS FINE LINE, AS I DESCRIBE IT, IS HARD TO DRAW IN
PRACTICE, AND ‘I CAN ONLY REPEAT THAT 1 HAVE AN OPEN MIND

- ON THIS SUBJECT. I AM PREPARED TO CONSIDER POSSIBLE

COURSES OF ACTION AVAILABLE TO US IF I CAN BE CONVINCED
THAT SUCH ACTION WILL PROVE EFFECTIVE.

AT THE SAME TIME, THERE IS A REAL DIFFICULTY IN ACTING ON

MANY ECONOMIC ISSUES: IF WE GO BEYOND WHAT IS CALLED FOR

BY INTERNATIONAL SANCTIONS, NHERE DO WE THEN DRAW THE LINE
AS A MATTER OF POLICY?
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