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logical, sexual or physical violence in the domestic setting and on the job, 

recognizing that such violence is overwhelmingly directed against women 
and children; 

Seek to adopt necessary measures to prevent, impede and punish violence, 

the segregation and exploitation of women, minors, the elderly, persons with 

disabilities and other vulnerable groups, and seek to ensure that national 

legislation addresses acts of violence against them and that these laws are 
enforced, recognizing that where victims of violence require legal assistance 

to obtain redress, every effort should be made to guarantee that they receive 

such assistance; 

Request multilateral and other organizations that participate in the Inter-
American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence to intensify their support 

and technical assistance to those countries that so request, in the elaboration 

of national strategies and actions regarding this topic; 

Promote concrete measures to prevent hostile actions against minorities in 

the Hemisphere, as well as the violent activities of local, regional and inter-
national movements that support and foster racist ideologies and terrorist 
practices to reach their goals; 

Increase regional cooperation with a view to preventing the criminal use of 
firearms and ammunition, and examine additional measures and laws at the 
national level if required; 

Implement, as soon as possible, the Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit 
Alanufacturing of and Trufficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other 
Related Materials, and apply the CICAD Model Regulations, as appropriate; 

4. Hemispheric Securityl 

Recognizing that democracy is essential for peace, development and security in the 
Hemisphere which, in turn, are the best basis for furthering the welfare of our people, 
and noting that the constitutional subordination of armed forces and security forces 
to the legally constituted authorities of our states is fundamental to democracy: 

Strengthening Mutual Confidence 

Hold the Special Conference on Security in 2004, for which the OAS 
Committee on Hemispheric Security will conclude the review of all issues 
related to approaches to international security in the Hemisphere, as defined 
at the Santiago Summit; 

1 	Mexico understands that all of Chapter 4 of the Plan of Action, including its title"Hemi- 

spheric Security'and all of its concepts and provisions, will be addressed in the appropri-
ate OAS fora, in conformity with the mandate of the Second Summit of the Americas, 
held in Santiago de Chile, in April 1998. 
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