
8. SOME POLICY ISSUES

This reports deals with the establishment o'f a scientific prograni that would respond to scientiflc

challenges in the Antarctic. Recognizing that at least some part of the funding needed to

implement sucli a progran would corne from federal sources, the question must be asked: What

is the federal governnient's policy on Antarctic inarters? The answer is flot clear.

The Iist of initiatives listed in Table Il is encouraging, but the resources allocated to follow up on

these initial steps have been veiy modest. More than four years have passed since Canada signed

the Environniental Protocol but, other than a review by Department of Justice staff to assess its

compatibility ith existing Canadian statutes, there lias been littie progrcss. The Protocol seems

to remain in the domain of the legal community, while the substantive issue ini the Protocol ( i.e.,

environniental protection) has been largely ignored. 12 It appears that Enviromnent Canada ought

to become more mnvolved, as that department lias most of the teclinical expertise required to

implement the Protocol and subsidiary legisiation. After signing the Protocol, the next logîcal

steps would be to ratify it and to pass implementing legisiation. Ratification can be done rather

easily, but preparation ofixnplementing legisiation will be a more elaborate and tinie-consumning

process. What are Canada's intentions regarding the Protocol? The answer to this question Will be

a reflection of how Canada sets itself as a partner in global environniental issues.

I.n the Arctic, Canada played a key role in the establishment of the International Arctic Science

Comnittee (IASC), in the development and implementation of the Arctîc Environmental


