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1. Introduction

International relations scholars have been beset by dichotomous understandings. For
instance, some scholars assumne that the nom is conflict; while for others it is cooperation;
both believe that military capability is necessaiy, one to prepare for war, the other to avoid it;
and both sides in this debate often imbue the exact saine factor - the military - as the
cause of the consequent but différent outcome. The realist tradition, dominant though no
longer unchallenged in the western literature, argues that in the absence of some supra-
national body which' ean enforce authority and thereby manage relations between
autonomous states, mnter-state politics reduces itself to Hobbesian self-help. Peace and
stability are the exception and, in any case, are transitory; insecurity and conflict, struggle
and violence will be the norm as states challenge based on their material. conditions and
derivative interests. These scholars view the late 2 0 1h Century emergence of a more coherent


