
Competlflg Visions

Commercial logging has been conducted on the pentusula snce the 1920s, for luinber, pit

props, timbers, and pulpwood, but the volume of extraction has varied wldely iu irregular boom aud

bust cycles. Logglug tediuology, however. lbas chane lrreverstbly froni horse and bucksaw to large

diesel sidratcltdfradradodsisashers, which delimb and chunk the logs aud

load them onto'btrin (double traileri trucks. Feller-lbunchers, also called mcaia avses

have recently been tried in western NewfoundlaJld and might furthe ncrease yteld but wilU reduce

Mfter its heyday iu the 1950s and 1960s, pulpwood extraction declined on the peninsula to a

complete hait lu 1992 because transport costs were hlg3h aud nuils were using more recycled material. It

bas siuce recovered modestly. ln 1995, a modernlzed paper plant opened iu Stephenville, lu southwest

Newfoundland. The new plant poss usisufficlent licenses for timber land to operate efficiently, so it

bas been placlng large orders for pulwo from the peninsula Crown land, epn numerous small

indeendnt cntrctosud truc1king compantf s busy.

demndsforlocl tmbe. Te cd m roium led to au upsurge iloca buse strsand domestlc

contrcton roecsbecause fihrmnad patwokr found teslves wlth dsceonr time

and guraneedincome for a few years. Swnlsof aIl sizes, from mldoetcpsbnh o

nurchased bvDroducts from sawrnfls and cutovers for chipplng itt fuel, but its caaiywas great


