
GENERAL OVERVIEW

The 'IPortance of the AgiutrjSector
ln the Development of the Country

As f>ar as added value is cancerned, the agricultural sectar iscurrexntly th~e fifth zuost important productive sector in thedomestic ecanomy, pro4uçing a total of a littie under 7.0% of theGross Doxnestic Praduct (TPable 1). Nevertheless, its share in theproductive structure of the country lias f luctuated as a resuit ofthe effects on the sector of the various shocks (bath external andinternai) that have ai fected the Chilean economy, as well as alsoaf the effects of the thrust of bath general and sectorial policiessubsequent ta the shocks.

Since 1961, the gross doutestic agricu1tural praduct hassuff ard less swings than the overall GDP of the country, and,furthermor~e, it lias experienced greater growtli than the aggregateproduct in the f4ve year period from 1986 to 1990 (8.0% versus 6.5%yearly average); nQtwithstandiig\ the above, its share ai thedomestic econoy fe11 from 8.8% i~n the iirst half oi the decade ofthie site tç 6.6% in 1993. Its importanconaegeithneriod hewp C'OX' -Ierg 'nn th-e--


