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international law to provide a data base 
concerning its applicability to outer space; an 
Outer Space Workshop in Montreal to examine ways 
to strengthen the legal regime for outer space. 

-- Confidence-building measures are important not 
only in their own right but also because they 
improve the East-West negotiating atmosphere. 
Canada was a member of the 35-nation conference 
in Stockholm on Confidence-and-Security-Building 
Measures in Europe and actively aided the 
implementation of the agreement, which provides 
a system of greater military transparency in 
Europe. Another important aspect of 
"confidence-building" is the promotion of 
East-West exchanges, both official and 
unofficial. There are a number of specific 
exchange agreements between Canada and the 
Soviet Union (e.g. Arctic scientists) as well as 
with other East European countries (medical 
exchanges with Poland, sports exchanges with the 
German Democratic Republic). A wide range of 
private exchanges includes art exhibits, 
musicians, academics, athletes, authors. 

On the basis of all these policies, Canada is able 
to make practical contributions to international security. 

We do this by, first of all, urging compliance with 
existing treaties on the grounds that deviation threatens the 
credibility and viability of further arms control. Thus we 
have protested against the U.S. breakout of SALT II. And the 
Government has consistently urged that the traditional or 
restrictive interpretation of the Anti-Ballistic Missile 
Treaty should be maintained, which would prevent the 
deployment of space-based defence systems. We have also 
voiced our concern about the USSR radar at Krasnoyarsk, and 
the Soviet encryption of telemetry which makes it very 
difficult for the West to determine if they are adhering to 
treaties. 

A second contribution is through building support 
for confidence-building measures such as openness, 
transparency, and verification. 


