1981 No. 39 12

Information centres

10. The developed country Parties shall establish, individually or jointly,
information centres to respond to reasonable requests from developing
country Parties for information relating to, inter alia, laws, regulations,
procedures and practices regarding government procurement, notices about
proposed purchases which have been published, addresses of the entities
covered by this Agreement, and the nature and volume of products pur-
chased or to be purchased, including available information about future
tenders. The Committee may also set up an information centre.

Special treatment for least-developed countries

11.  Having regard to paragraph 6 of the Tokyo Declaration, special treat-
ment shall be granted to the least-developed country Parties and to the
suppliers in those countries with respect to products originating in those
countries, in the context of any general or specific measures in favour of
the developing country Parties. The Parties may also grant the benefits of
this Agreement to suppliers in the least-developed countries which are not
Parties, with respect to products originating in those countries.

12. Developed country Parties shall, upon request, provide assistance which
they may deem appropriate to potential tenderers in the least-developed
countries in submitting their tenders and selecting the products which are
likely to be of interest to entities of developed countries as well as to sup-
pliers in the least-developed countries and likewise assist them to comply
with technical regulations and standards relating to products which are
the subject of the proposed purchase.

Review

13. The Committee shall review annually the operation and effectiveness
of this Article and after each three years of its operation on the basis of
reports to be submitted by the Parties shall carry out a major review in
order to evaluate its effects. As part of the three-yearly reviews and with
a view to achieving the maximum implementation of the provisions of this
Agreement, including in particular Article 11, and having regard to the
development, financial and trade situation of the developing countries con-
cerned, the Committee shall examine whether exclusions provided for in

accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 4 to 6 of this Article shall be
modified or extended.

14. In the course of further rounds of negotiations in accordance with the
provisions of Article 1X, paragraph 6, the developing country Parties shall
give consideration to the possibility of enlarging their lists of entities having
regard to their economic, financial and trade situation.



