To Ensure a
Sustamab]e Future

The international debate
about a “‘sustainable future’’
is just beginning. Canada has
already held a number of
regional conferences to edu-
cate people about the emerg-
ing ideas around the process
of sustainable development,
and several international
meetings are planned.

In March 1990, Vancouver
will be the site of a trade fair
and conference on techniques
for doing business in ways
that are less environmentally
destructive. It is called
GLOBE 90, Global Opportuni-
ties for Business and the
Environment.

The Brundtland Commission
also suggested a world con-
ference on sustainable devel-
opment in 1992, an idea
which has been endorsed by
the United Nations. The United
Nations General Assembly is
expected to confirm this fall
that the meeting, to be called
the UN Conference on Envi-
ronment and Development, be

held in 1992. The UN is also
expected to agree on a loca-
tion and agenda.

Last fall at the United
Nations, Prime Minister
Mulroney announced that
Canada would create a world
centre to promote internation-
ally the concept of sustain-
able development. The centre
is to be established in Winni-
peg with both government
and private funding.

In the future, each country
must develop strategies for
adapting its development to
fit with the ecological realities
of the world. All must find
business practices and life-
styles that are at least envi-
ronmentally neutral and
preferably environmentally
friendly.

In Canada, a National Task
Force on Environment and
Economy recommended that
this country develop a con-
servation strategy to ‘‘ensure
that we preserve genetic
diversity and maintain essen-
tial ecological processes and
life support systems.’’

The challenge ahead will be
to turn ideas into plans and
plans into action.
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An Officer of the Order of
Canada, Mr. Beesley holds an
honorary doctorate in Envi-
ronmental Studies and is a
recipient of the Outstanding
Public Service Award. He was
most recently a University
Visitor at the University of
British Columbia law school.
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