-
He shoots, be scores! City Plaza takes on a
distinctly Canadian flavour once a week.

bers, and of course the Can-Am Ice

Hockey Association.

As much credit as the Can-Am Associa-
tion would take for the development of
hockey in Hong Kong, conflicting ver-
sions have arisen as to the sport's local
origins. There are some who say it was
simply an elaborate ruse concocted by
several expatriate Canadian men to dis-
guise their boozing, brawling forays in
such colourful but patently obvious lo-
cales as Bangkok and Manila; “Did I
mention, honey, we have another “tour-
nament” this weekend?”

Others insist the Can-Am Ice Hockey
Association was formed as a desperate
alternative by a breakaway group of clear-
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headed athletes who were unable to
derive satisfaction from running half-
naked in large groups up and down hills
while screaming and hollering and wear-
ing their caps on backwards (otherwise
known as the Hash House Harriers, a
well-established running and beer-drink-
ing group in Hong Kong).

Whatever its humble origins, the sport of
ice hockey now has a special place in
the hearts of a few dozen arena employ-
ees in Hong Kong. Perhaps more sur-
prisingly, a small contingent of enthusi-
astic locals, among them rival “home-
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tury Hong Kong Hotel.

Fishbowl effect: City Plaza is home to the Can-Am Ice Hockey Association

inviting

team” player-coach and Shamshuipo
sports store entrepreneur, Jimmy Chim,
have adopted this elite game and have
displayed a remarkable degree of talent.

As is often the case in Hong Kong, the
eastern fascination with the western sport
comes in the way of suspicion, espe-
cially given the fish-out-of-water percep-
tion that the team usually garners as it
plays in the Tai Koo Shing rink. Al-
though many watch, perhaps few under-
stand the lure of chasing that puck from
end to end. For the players, the fascina-
tion is the game’s simplicity; a man, his
skates, his buddies, his
aggressive tendencies
and his Schlitz. For pass-
ing shoppers, the fasci-
nation is equally simple;

a comical diversion at
the right price. &
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> Other attractions will include
anadian art exhibits, music and prize

draws.

In erder to keep the cost to exhibi-
tors affordable, companies have been
invited to become involved on a cor-
porate sponsorship basis. ¢




