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The Woma Who Wreoâcked the WoI
The Tragic Romance of Sophie Chotek-She Deae of a

Throne and Unleashed the War of 1914-18
By ]EL De WISSEN

lBER'ING at bistory, one secs tilrough thered miita of war thie faces of women-deliate faces framed in castie wîn-P dows, or beavier featured niaids in pea-
saut skirts warming olti taverne with
eoarsi beauty. A amale or a sliglit, an
amiion- or a whim, wbiapered searing

words £rom soin, -ozenuid charmer, andthotin, ruoi-
bling as entmmer thunder, the. great catastrophe-
war. (Jiarming woanen, their dainty baude have ever

nuleasbed the passions of combat, trom Helen of Troy
dowu tbrough time to the Litte Lady of Bohemia.
Was net Venus enamored of Mars I

Tii Penbtbey know these tilings te b. true,
they are very olti andti tey are very wsec, so they
say: 'herchez la femme." Frein tii. Engliali there
camle te us the, thouglit, "The Woman iuitth. Case."

Et in the *terrier landl» of Ceta Erp ucl things
vouil not be; for there men ruleti anti women were
but "haustrauen." So they thouglit.......

Buît the baud that roe1zs a rradie can cans rock a
throue. And tilrougb the assassýin 'msemoke of Sara-
i vo, on that awful summwer day fiy years ago wben
fret leapt the flames ot war, one discerne tthe face ot
a dainty, petite, iligli-ebeeýketi womnan with roiuideti
cilin andi fraigile nose, intangibly attractive, yet flot
unlike mnany of the, womenj of Boheinia. Silo pOs-
sessedl wonldroua ,yes, demnure, yet deep, vague, yet
welling with ambition, a vast ambitioni, tint was te
bring %er andi the mou abe loveti te Sarajeve--te
their doom-and the world te war.

'Yon have neyer boeard of thle Little Lady of Be-
bentia, Sophie Cilotekl

8h., an obscure uittle countese of Bohemia, dangh-
ter ot au impoveriaheti houseblet, a mner. lady-lu-
waiting et the, court of Vienne., won the lieart ot
Pranz Ferdinanti, heir te the Austrian tbrone. Andi,
in bier persuasive way, aile awakenet inluhim a deire
te do justice to tins. drageonei peofle of Hlapmburg
domaine, cenapicuonei among tliom the. Czeeho et Bc-
henia, tile land amilelovei. Se0i ii heoppremssast
Vienne. corne to leur the. ascension of lier huabanti
to the, throue. Igo camne ihthat tliey truck 1M
down, and she withb hl. 8o from tilat assassination

ver buret over Europe..

N OT far from the, Imperial Palace lu Vienne. eau
b. seen a dlistant bouse that crests green ter-

rac!es anti shows througb thie trees,, in a aiimmer of
white. It standis solltarY, aiea!; its back toeithepretty countrysitie, its fac'e to the, dawn--and to the,Em peitrer. In tilat wilite bouse liVed I labella, Arcli-duchess of Austria, favoureti of Franz Joseph, the.

moIema mentor o! bis court. fi was an auetere hua.e,
ou, in wbieb a royal chapevron, siol dtitwell.ln tie train ef ihe great isatbeýlla wças an ambitionswomranl, semail anti prettilYy matie. lier face was, roundud tielieately coloureti; her oyes, large anti bine,

fotiti b. ait turnes as innocent as a bpab)y's-a glft she
tid 'lot deapide. But it veas ber hair that hati st-tractetl the, majestic Isabella, and made otiiers glancemore tilan passlngly aitihe obscure litile ladly-in-
waiting. Blue-black, aile vore it coiied andi braidedf,an aiureole of awarthy bandai, a tiare. of saile, gIossy,

ahundanit ant] fragsut. The ambitions litile wemnan
was Sophie Ciiotek

Net trikingly beantiful, but possesging that msg-inatismn me auperior toe meregitlnrity of featnres, ah.
vas admnireti regretfully by visitera. te the.witie
lionset Imabella. In Vienna thle law ef castes v
tiien the, higbest law il, tile lant, andthelb dainty
Sephlie ladl not been breti teo the purpie. lupover-
ishti anti of low titi., merely a Bobeinian eountess,
ber rôl. in thle esablishment of Iabella was only a
littIe more elevateti than ui t s servant. Men
calleti her the, -Lil Lady of Bohemia," andi
senglit te make love te lier, always te tthe vastinl-dignation of ithe royal chaperon., Isahella. Nor wold
Sophie lave auy ef theni. Thiere was anotiier.

On.eniornlng', a lim figure et a girl, dressed ail
in white,, ier abundant bair uneileid n tblingabout ber ehoulders. She openeti eue of il. tal vin-
<ova that facedth te gardlen anti aton
cantiously glaneing about waved a tlny
banikerehief. Exeitedly it fluttereilu
ber band inutil, in anaver, tilere came
through the. treca a voce, ah. knew, soft-
ened in seng. He sang a Viennes. love- Th
aeng as bcecame down tii. path, a thou- aubject,@and paielles et golti runlng over him nifvery
as bc waiketi-tho aunuaine draining sew
tlrough the. trees. A thousnsuihappy - ppe aie1

veies atirati about him-tiievoice. of hile con
tii. Little Lady of lichemia lu greeting aif omeof

The mn uwa» lI'aaz Frirind, wlom "U r1
the veld thon expecteti voulti sein. day

be Eniperor sud King et Anstria-Hun-
gary. lHe believedt tIsi i tile Sophie
weulti some day sit ai bis side in. thle rene rerni

of Vieuna. Fate wrote it otherwise. Tley wou]ti
IoJe anti b. vedi Vea. Tbey v*snld rmielNo. Forflore vero men asud vemen lu high places in Viounna
Buadapest an.d Berlin uwl. plotted.

Tavard non nlte <loy tuatrauz Ferdinandi
lhad clandestinely met tieL.itile Lady of Boheimia
bello beviad.v, the muighty iabefla took the air in

lier garden. As ahe proeeeded majeatieally alorig
the walk something metallice runehed against ber
slipper. It was a gold ehain and loeket. She pieked
it up, and, reeognizing it iustaùutly, fingered it
thoughtfully.

"Yes,'' ah. used, l"it belouga to Pranz Ferdin-
antI. What eould he bave beeîi doing here-in my

JeabeIIa frowned, the way a chaperone sbould. Rersuspicions were aronsed; the regrdIed the loeket that
hung, froin the ebain. IsabeIla was but an Arcli-
luiebess, but she possessed femînine curiosity whieh

Te A" Md 1OU&
<Remored ftmu 8mwiih's Law«i, Windsor Great Park,

to mkc ay for an A eyopLant £andi gplace,)

A aturdy British Oak, wlth gnmrled truak
And kuotted 11mbi, 1 »w thee; and anon
1 glsuced thy wmy and like a gaemlnsuk
Tbere -as no alun to asw wbre thon hedst Zoue.
For mnortale who have rua th,' mllottsd aps
There la -saeaign arected, thus toeamW:
'Here lieth such and such an worthy man,

*'Who, iu hi# Prime of lite was cmlied awsy;",
But thon, whoee bîrth waa eleu before the time

Of Ram man--Y, twice, yes 1 thelce removed,Art telled by axeinen, charglug thee uo crlime
Excep tat staunch sud aturdy thou hast Proved.

Berne W-sd'ruabârd aliglita where thou hast stood,A wluged moriater, rsselngluin ts m4ht
Who-e plot thouglit on tiaa 8 much wood-An obstacle to moderu msa ni Iofglt.
DidIrt thic net t foi the tluy Accrus ahell,
A gree n dadendier shoot put forth to Hftevep
That 0-d -tee -thy bfrtb sud aor.-tb vweJl"To thtxe hbre ae k, ulil lie sud strenata be gme.Didot thS u t grow space witb Posslmg yens
Tht fId the sciienue, ofSsteffluen sud ofEMage?
Rast thon -lt atood a Sentluel that hear

And ]carms the great futlllty oi thinga?
C&nat tho. forget the firat sweet mstlng birdaThmt made thy branches tranquil haiee c love?

Or, wilt thou e'er dismia the tender wordsThii mpassionedai wsu aoke whilst thon algbed above?
- ItehO 'tis -est Unjuat that thon sihouldat fullA vlcti to thi, eaigenejes of BtufI,

And Yt, t tc Patilot gives at Britalu'. ca.1Like thce, la World's inherttnce, his lifa t

HECTOR MACKNa,

readdtheimage 8ewa eewith BtartWd ".Gaheig phe kit -qie - el, ah. roeee
A few moments, and Sophie Ch.*ahekeaedtm b,tadyin-waitingto the. Imperial chaperon.'Nor was

she lloed imete paek lber belon<g1ngs; for in the.
<eeso~f Isabella ah. bad coruinitted grievous mina.-risen out eoflier clama, blindeti the beir to the Anstriantbrone, anud made of Ioab _l' e y roper abode atrivial trystlug place fur 'ladiea4-n-waiting, Weren 'tthere enougli actresses in Vienna maki ng trouble forthe. Hapaburga vithout a llttle countess inereamaîngthe lioly Emperer 'sa vrriea? PandOra's box entainetibarmlemseies e m<>nr d te wilat the. locket'heîd

-it ws Sohie COteks pi tur hat lad amileti(out
Franz erdinnd we t t a royal rage whelie

beard that the, Countess Sophie, had beexn dismimaedibut lie was powerless. lie knew that ah.. came froinan .14 but obscure Beliemiatn family te eftO
(Iotek, Chotlcowa andi Wogniii. Tbey'a-nea
debt-riten cantie in' Bohein.,aati tia
Sophie tooli refuge fboin the wrath Of Isabella, the,imperial chaperon.. Pive yeari3 pasmed, Sophie re-mained in j er..cîn in luBohernia, andi wqev' icouIti escape from blis dutiea in Vienna, P aUz Fer-
lier elande8tinely. TIan me
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one day tu the Bèliemian ceastle of Pr'anz Prdlnandat anpiacit. There calne, theii, dy t ihome in the. forests, bis hal-istr he rda, te s
MarieAununciata, Abbesm5 ef the ) Erars .an

ber mothei,, theii. lbes ine ersFerdinand Lad takei thel t _.lian
lad tOld tiem t iat le and he o» ssSohi* er

te bc marrieti, anti har! pletigeti thesu t. secnaey. Tbeywere the. enly witneeees ot the ceremeny, andi theykept theïr pletige. Frauz Ferdinand. vas called- bnekte bis duties ln Vienuna anti Sophie re - dai theCastie o! Konopischt, a loinely place lu th. Bohernianforesis wbere thi.e lti Eiperor neer viiteti. Reroldeet chîlti, Sophie, waa hetu ta betreand ti îlthie Emperor neyer knew. Tsars psed, Sopiei livetii n the ensile, andi Franz ednn remanketi morefrequently that be -asin giup ~ta Boiiemiit for arest.
It vas during those çly étutse remained in se-elusien at Kon<piaeis thaiitheLittle Lady et Be-bemia played t bi eiug Qét, poiaiug an imaginnryroyal train, neng the weight et a crown on berpretty brow. Si, trauporteti ber future te tthepalace at Vienna. Tober lite ,became a nursery play-reem, ber ambitions toys. SIne plaYeti with taneiedpolicies. 8he realizeti that whn ber marniage be-came known a storm woulti breake, but ev as con-Mient et thie love oetlber busbana., 11 ill neneuncemny tbron, muter tian sauetioiýa, diisolution et ontmarringe," leba d toit ber.

Dnring those tinys viien eh, vas sIoe in thie castiein l3ohemia, Sophie reflecteti that the Austrian lawwounît eallow onetof er rank te aseendtheiithroiie; Muer coula cildlren bornieoflier union b. luthe, lin.etfSuccession. Anotiien veman mugit lavesurrendered, but Sophie determine t t change lheinevitable.
Tien, buruietiin her thati fiere Patriotiom ecomont e iSuPpresseti Utile uationafiy et Central Enrope.Tî2,gl ler girlhbod luthe, lItti.pvct-tncoesTie e i.Cliteka 'ige hati Icard oet he vnongsdotiei.Beientiana, S3he kuov that tii 7 e orefMu-rnerically a power. O)nce Bobemnia vas placeti UpO»the "ame Pelitical footing lu the empire as Hiungarytii. 7 vonitibc a deedtiPOlitical power. 51, thougliif eh.e euldindue, Prauiz Ptote ithronc, te rviv i inan, vian b.e 0reiveth ld kingtiOm fm iand, in th àatiitu toru a' 'Trinne" et Bom la

îremely p Dlmar i, thi 5 uld make hins ex-Popuien . . theSlaViah elemeuta lu ti'-'acly t voulti trenýgthen ber position, sMdtiat Ot their ]iii, vloni sb vas detrnn:ned te Putupon the, ulron.. Anti ahlle hai, secure inbehuabanti's love aie coulai appeal te I a senea etf jus-tice te grant the" lhtl, People the pehitical ativauce-ment w h Was their due. Sie kaevtiat in ienusber husianti vas otten luk"ed 4te a . fable hoeme... rranted without vice, vilsadn
b.e drî ven by a lady." sand utcld, eu

8h, ltnew alse, vint Vienua tii net know, thatshe wam ithe lady te d10 the dniving. Vet eah. W55net a schemer vie lad narried bini merely te mskehlm the 0 instrument fer ber ambitions. A elorer,far-meeing wenian, ahe vas loetiug into the, future,anI ah.e kc tint unless juste ee&i h mi

th cs i g~f ~r pcaupeers. Andin~tiii, enIe RKonepi t mie tireameti aud bided ber
Tlere Camne sdayve iisouyltbapit was not in ber Z eil ell b olyhuhpyFerinnd assen ert e uuliappy. lien PranZl 1 erinatiW5 etoteth.epia a. ssgene OUImperia! buas;in u7 , n nTri t s- leet g l

1 avay thats.ee soon
wa cawytatSpiebgnte grow uueasy. Had

happned o Frnz ertiluantil 81foIt tint only ciatreuld heep lier front hlm. Sbe

lyîetes c viere he eer l. ens le aUIlowed the letters homne. eiei At otllie went firet t, hi, distant homle ai Koniopisebi,
to he P alac e! is bygirl;- tie u te bis officiailo re ,thepalce fte Emuper .Iranz Ferdinand 110
dnspecte 7 w,,,erai Pra,, Joseph that lb. named i ithe4 t th tronoetuhe Ana 7 andi lailed him asthyent h lroe ()f course, Franc Ferdinandi'$father the swaollen spider, KrlLudwig, ']BlueBeard o e I ipahurge ' was firai hein. The..spider,thongh, badnet loug te live; uer dîia h l Finperer vieh i, lmte live. Franc FerdinanSdvas bis choice ,TiieYounug mani-ashigi in t avour le ldn tuiennbut a fey tinys viienthe Emp.errmadeokuowu a wisii. lie vanteti ?rsnz Fer~OW'e, dnat te ,y Ileautet te se anoWýr Ise E eo u EnPress lu cmbyo readYe' 0

-pmrt teascent is f, ol 014 Id ranz joseph
dieuth,ý Iewev llapebug lO HewneIet- -ranz Perdiuat gbet.levttretatin 'i ard o t ftrouble, bsppilY,Octbe, safely- Ilarrleti

1 the of Manviill. Sophie, enaluetin uthe'ORS. foretecaale t ber liusbaal. Even theOlit ehelian village nearby >b04 earTdterumeours tilftug up front Vlenna_5
lhe topie 7 ( itrIce las retunietifreni

A. le88aceverWoman would have gone straigttO
tht ( I~n,~lu the ageti ear o e tî,f

e>t Mt'e of ia ehldrea-r lnd<ronlaêel, bor.,lil.the atle at KoisppisObt.B ehlId more 5euse (CosîijsaeJd on gt52)
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