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SUNDAY AFTERNOON ADDRESSES.

G ALIL E0.

On Feb. 2nd, Prof. Marshall spoke ou Galileo.

The text chosexi for the address was our Lord's
coinîand, 1Judge flot that x'e be not jtndged.''
Galileo's lite wdll illustrate the error conmnitted by
the Church, when she ignorantly interferes xvitb the
inspireci expounders of God's great book, the
Universe. It also teachies that while thc student
mnust fearlessly proclaixît the trutli, hie cannot be ton

careful to avoid awakening the fears or exciting tbe
prejndices of the weak, the unreasonable, and the
superstitions.

Gabileo was humi at Pisa, Felb. î8tlh, 1564, the day
of Michael Angelo's death. The son of a Florentine
noble, he was eduicated at Florence and at the
Univemsit; of Pisa. While still an undergraduate
lie discovered the isochi onisin of the l)cndulun
froni observing a s Ninging lamîp iii a catliedral.
This and subsequent diseoveries wvon ftur liinu tbe
titie of "The Aciniedes of bis tiixe.'' At twenty-
five lie becamec Prolèssor ot M atlîcixatics in [lis
AlIma Mater, and wlîile iii tlîis position lie dis-
covemed that the velocity of a falling b~ody depends
on its denisity and not on its weigbit, as biad bitherto
been snpposed. His success at Pisa created s0
nîany eneinies that he esigned bis professorship
aftem two yeams and returned to Florence. The
following year lie was appointed Professor at Padua,
wbere he greatly distinguished bimiself. Fromn bis
correspondence at this time with Kepler, il is known
that hie beld the Copernican theory of the solar
systemi. This was in direct opposition to the teach-
ing of the Cbumcb, whîch înainitainied that the eartb

was the centre of the universe, and that the snn,
moon and stars tnrned aronind the earth for the

enjoyment of mîan. Galileo was the fimst to enploy

the telescope for astronomical reseamch, and'in 16io
he discovered the satellites of Jupiter. Soon after
he discovered sun spots and thence proved the
sun's rotation. Tilese and other discoveries amoused
the hostility of the Church and finally bmought him
before the Inqnisition. After a trial extending over
several montbs, Galîleo was found gnilty ; bis book
was prohibited and he himiself condemned to prison
at the will of bis judges. Then followed bis public

recantation, presentedl before the whole assemibly
as a means of escape from rnerciless torture. For

the rest of bis life he emained a prisoner of the
Inquisition. Ris teacbings, howevem, having been
duly anatbexnatized, nuch liberty wvas allowecl hiro,

a nd he spent bis remaining days in the bornes of
acquaintanccs or friends. He died in 1642. The

Churcb that persectited bimn bas been sumîinoned
before the bar of bis disciples and bias in tnrn beeil

tried and condemned.

F E 10UISON.

Owing to tbe nnfavorable weatlîcr, only a sinall

audience assenîbled, on Felb. 9 tb, to blear Prof.
Dupuis' addmess on Fergusoxi, the Sc'ottisb Astronu-
mer. Tbosc xvbo dicl attend, lîowever, wcre ainply
repaid, and we arc onîy sorry tlmat spacc will îlot

allow uls to publisbi the address in full for the benefit
of tlîose wlîo were rîot prix ileged to hear it. Aftem

speaking of the inspiration lie biad meccived iii youth
froin the wmitiugs of this great. astronoiner, tbe Pro-

fessor went on to give a detailed accounit of bis life.

Jaines Ferguson was born ncar Keith, inl 1710, Of
poor but honest parents. Aside froîn the mecagre

instruétion given hini by bis latlier, bis opportunities

for an education consisted of ozîly tlîmce îuonths'
attendance at tbe Grainniar Scbool at Keitb. Wbile
education in schools and colleges is benleficial to aIl,

it is less of a necessity to the maan of respîcudent

genins than to tbe mnan of mediocrity. \Vbcn about

seven years old lie evinced an iîîtemcst in înecbanics

and mnade a stndy of tbe lever, wbicb led on to biis

invention of the wbeel and axie, iodels of whicb lie
constmuéted on bis fathem's lathe. He thon wrote a
treatise on these sul)jecéts, and only cliscovorocl aftem

he bad finislied tbat bis conclusions weme.not niew.
At the age of ten be becarne sbepherd-boy for a
neighbor, andi did bis work camcfully and wvoll.

WVlilo tbus engaged lio began to study tlîe stars and
continued doing so aftcr enteriug upou service with
a fariner, Mr. James Glashau. This employer

proved very kind to Iiiim, and often relieved bini of
work tbat lie inight: bave tiniie to perfea bis copies
of tbe stars. Tbiree years lator, a gentlemnan of the

vicinity, Thos. Grant, Eý'sc., hoing attraélod by a
map clrawn by Ferguson, took the lacd undor bis

patronage and bad hirn tanghit hy bis biitler, Mr.

Cantly, a mnan of considerable attainnents iii varions
direétions. There is no more forcible illustration of
Femguson's xnodesty than bis glowing testiniony to

Cantly's ability, wbich was written at tbe close of
bis life, when blis ownl repnitation greatly surpassed
that of bis former teacber. Ris ability in sepia and
India-înk drawing won hiimu new friends, andi aftem a
short resiclence with a Mm. Baird, be went to Edin-
burgh, wheme he studied miedicine for two yeams, only
to rotumo with menewed zeal to tbe study of Astron-
oiny. His constrniétion of tbe Astmonornical Rotula
made bim known in London, and thither he went in

173.3, four years after bis marmiage. He tbere se-
cumed enough womk to maintain bimiself and famiily,
and devoted aIl bis sparo moments to invention and

study along astronomical hunes. He flnally attainied
the goal nf bis ambition and bocanie a leaturer in
astronomry. He gave sevemal courses iii London,
Livempool, and other cities, and presented bis sub-

jeOi ini 50 entertaining a manner as to conpletely


