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years wvhen even Chauvini8ts becamne tired of the toy. Latethe Municipal Council recognized its blunder and would nlonger contribute to the military chest of the school boisoldiers - arms and accoutrements were returncd to thiarsenals and now are to lie auctioned off : 10, 000 stand osmnall muskets with hayonts, beits, fifes, druiis, swords, etcThe lot will be knocked down for a song. Siù transit gloria
Another institution is being icse n i nkn a
nîiot oposed ato mlta service. There is a very iarg(inioriy ppoedto hecreed of the nation armed. Thienwvas of the number and so are several generals. It is suýggested to return to the ancient systein, and having a standing army of enlisted men-in a word to permit, as under th(Second Empire, every conscript who mnay be drawn for tluservice to purchase his exemption by presenting a substitut(-- the latter was easily obtainable in the market-the pric(wvas .3,000 frs. It would be a great mristake to conclude thatthe Frenchi like soldiering; the re-engagrements are relativel>very few despite tbe inducenients held out. Tbe majorityof tbe conscripts have private means, situations, trades, oîindustries. Aft.er putting iii tlîeir three years' militaryservice-one year if graduating for a profession -they areonlly too g'lad to return to civic life, marry, and settie down.But they flot the less bclong to the armny of the reserve.M. MaxLebandy, is a miliionaire, serving bis three yearsas a private in a cavalry regiment and in bis off momentssending chieques for 100,'000 to 10,000 f rs. to the leadingellarities. Be assured he will display no eagerness to returnto barrack life wlicn lie beconies entitled to lus time-dis-
charge.

Publie opinion, in the very troubled situation of Europe,is unanimous about one tlîing the getting rid of the wortlî-less Prince Ferdinand and sending 1dmi permaniently to pitcbilus tent at Carlsbad, the watering place wlîere lie biatchesbis intrigues. He lias proved to be the most mean, false,and worthless prince of modemn times. But Bulgaria mnayliot fall, notwithstanding under the bcdl of another Kaulbars.Austria is making ber arrangements against that eventuality.The accession of Roumania as tbe (leclared ally of Austriais accepted as proof that Austria and England have to comleto a working understanding about the Balkans. For along, time tbe Servian army is hound by treaty to side withAustria. Turkey. it iay be granted, will not facilitatethe rnarcbi of the Russians on Constanîtinople, and theywere the Roumanians who saved the I{ussians fronu des-truction at Plevnia. Rouinania wants back ber Alsace, too,fromi Russia-tbe latter lias (1uite a congeries of Alsaces torender -from Japan to the Balkans up to Sweden. If shuegave back Kars and Batoum slie would ho in a better posi-tion to represent the virtue of the clauses of tue Berlintreaty. But big powers ever bold what they grip.The French press continues to smother Lord Salisburywith flowers for bis proverbial comînon seîîse, fair play, andsimilar etceteras. It mnay be conclu(ied timat will flot pre-vent bis Cabinet-wbose mere arrivai at power bas alreadydone such an ainount of good-by enabling England to re-cover fromn tlîe several dliplomatic ]et downs she bas lîad oflate to undergo. Tue French bave a boly dread lest Eng-land joins the triple alliance ; then give bier no occasion fordoing so. Tbey have another fear that Anglo-Russian coin-plications may at any muoment drag tbem into a war. Tbewbole Cabinet, invited to welcome Emiperor Wiilianî atOsborne, is viewed as a high political fact and intended forill wbom it may concern. Fact also to note: people are notat ail so friglitened about the coming war-a necessary evil.Providence ordains everytbing.
The persistent ramn is washing the last drop of courageout of farîners; the quality of tbeir grain crops where still onfoot bas been injured, tbat added to a reducod quantity andlow prices mean misery. Then the potato blight is reportedto be taken advantage of wet weatber. The Parisians arein full sympathy with tbe farmers in abusing the weather;the last flve Sundays in succession bave been wet, this means,conflning tbem to the bouse. Being tbe fête of Montmorency,

I saîled down to that gay suburb on Sunday lest; the daywas fine between the tropical showers, wbose drops fell onyour like small bammers. Montmorency is famous for its
cherries, according to legend, but its supplies of asses andnags for equestrians remains a concrete fact. The day wastoo uncertain for eitber horse or ass manship. It was tbe
most dismal of sigbts to witness girls from Paris, in groups
of tbree baving tbeir donkies-that would flot go no matter

r bow tbe attendant lad walloped themi. And there the pOOr)girls had to sit under the downpour, their balloon dree,sleeves and costumes presentingc5 i11 a single minute the P'Cturc of havingy been pulled out of a pond. The asses ""eef wicked ; ;ýs the big drops came down they contracted their
lips, raised tbeir teeth and gums in the air to catch thecooling rain ; to express tlîeir delight at tlîat cbeap refresh-
ment, the animais tlueî execute(l a braying chorus that
dancers in the mnusic room-s close by applauded and demnanlde
a bi8.

The French cannot but feel pained and soured at th"cycle of rejoicings in Germiany, ini honour of the silver wed,
ding of the once disunited Teutons in 1870-71, by tiîeii'V1tories and the foundation of tbe Empire. You cannot exPecta nation to conformn to the wishies of a neiglul)ouring natiofi,for of a victor to ask a vanquished wvbat wouid be n'iO'agreeable to hlm. The Germait soldiers of t ,le battles of 1870-
7 1, visit as civiliatîs, tîje scenles of the war and the g'ravesof their fallen companions, they decorate these resting placesJand pay the saine pions hionour te) the spots where Freneh

*sol(liers are interred.
À narclîy is not quite killed, imor is the way to mlakebombs forgotten, as the outrage at Aniche testifle.,

Villemin is 70 years of age, and director of the riclb cOîamine of Aniche, near -Douai, wbicbi employs 4,000 liniers.
Tbe director wvas originally a poor labon ring lad in tbe m"in",and rose stop by step by bis intelligence in the courseo
years,' to be its director. To f&te lis golden vedding, thebands, save 23, subscribed 2 and 4 sous eaclu, to preselit iwith a inemorial silver vase, and an humble banquet we'
organized, at wbicli the gif t was to be prpsented. Last Suni-
day afternoon a tbanksgiving service was celebrated, after
which AI. Villemiin, surrounded by the Board of P)irector8,
proceeded to march at the head of the procession to thebanqueting roomn. A dismnissed workman, agecl 26-but el'
hiad been amnnestied in bonour of the wedding event, nwbose fatbier and brothers were in the procession -stepped
forward, fired four revolver shots at Mý. Xillemin, aiid the
four halls lodged in bis ncck, head, and back. But neXt tO
siniuutaneously, a formidable explosion took place :the mur-
drer liad tlrown a bomb on the ground ; its explosion rent
hinu ho lived twenty-five nuinutes and wounded eleveln
pensons. Tbe glass of the windows in tbe vicinity Wvas 5lift-tered, and portions of clothing were drivenl on the roofs Of
the bouses. The unfortuniate director still lives. 'lismurderer was well known to ho a leading anarchist.

Anl illustration of the independence of the press: The.e
are 16 pictorial journals ini Paris, and caclb of thein gave epre-RapInelite sketch of the miurder of StambuiofI. taken by
their own artist. Now every sketch is as different from thle
otiier, as widely as the Poles. One tliing is clear, 11o paper
can accuse its conJière of piracy.

M. Boissonade, who lias done a good deal to estnblisb
the law system of tbe Westerns iii Japan, bas read an intýer'
esting paper on New Japan before the Academy of Aloraland Political Science. The Japs, by pure patriotism -wba
the Chinese lack-made every sacrifice to work out their OWIt
regeneration ; tlîey replaced paper inonoy by a mnetalliC curency. Tbey bave ail the financial systems of Westerln5
their income tax is degressive : it strikes capital and revenue
alike, conimencing by a poundage of three per cent. en
ending witb a one-baîf pet cent. They are controil6'
elected by the people, wlîo decide contested cases ft%
tion. Japan, by lier frugaiity and systematic attention tlier finances, bas been able to meet the expenses of the SIIJapaneso war, without 1borrowing a yen-not even frol thb
surprizing money-lender, Russia. It is at the University.O
Tokio, al the students for the professions are prepred, in
cluding astronomers and agriculturists. M. Boîss butdremarks, the Japanlese-ike the Englis-speak litti1ebjpg
act a great deal ; tbey bave a great power for ass5 aitlieknowledge and study for patriotism's sake. T bey are t
evils resulting from luxury that the Japs ave raotio,
dread. 

flsA man has just died, leaving ail bis wealth to bisfo A"tress ; but as he signed bis name IlNebucbadnezzar, rela-wbim, the testament bas been broken, and bavîng n0tives. the wealth goes to tbe poor. allu0deTbe grave and weil informed, otherwise _Dèbarts, ellorto "Sir William Harcourt as "the new English Ch"" Jntof the Exchequer.' That ought to afford bim a lîugh'a"
80, happiness. .
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