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have two or three votes becausa bis prop-
erty happens to lie in two or three oeali-
ties, and the other only one because aIl his
property lies in one place, that we are sur-
prised that Sir John Thompson proposes to
continue the anomaly in his amended Fran-
chise Act. There is certainly no general
principlo on whicb it can be justified.)

It is clear, then, that the systoni of
graduatod taxation which is rapidly coming
into favour cannot bo justified on the prin-
ciple that the obligation to contribute for
the support of the State is a logical outeome
or concomitant of the rigbt of citizenship,
recognized in the bestowment of the fran-
chise. If "one-man, one-vote", ho accepted as
the true principle of a rigbteouî franchise,
why should not one-citizen, one -rate.-of -taxa-
tion, be accepted as equally the j ust rule on
which taxation for the uses of the State
shotuld be based ?

How, thon, can the system of graduated
taxation which is so rapidly coming into
favour, ho justified ? In England the prin.
ciple, though flot Sir William Harcourt's
application of it, is approved by both Mr.
Balfour and Mr. Chamberlain, the two
most poworful leaders of the Opposition.
Hence, graduated taxation is certain to be-
come the basis of future budgets, whether
prepared by Liberal, Tory, or Unionist
Chancellors of the Excbequer. Iu one
of the recent budget debates, Mr. John
Ellis, who made the leading speech in sup-
port of the Government's proposai, appro-
ved of the graduated tax on indefinite gen.
eral principles. It put the burd on, he
thought, on the right shoulders. It easod
those at the bottoni of the scale, who most
needed to, bo eased, and made tbose pay
who had the money to pay with. More
logically cogant wero the arguments of Sir
-Isaao Hiolden, who said that those who, liko
himsielf, had succeoded in amassing fortunes,
had done so under the protection of tho
law, and it was only right that they should
be callecl on to contribute according to their
means to support good government. Wealth
was more concontratod and less distributed
in England than in any country in Europe.
Poor mon now paid too mucb, and he thor.
oughly approved of the democratic budget.
As Sir Isaac is eighty-soven-though said
to be still as straight as a drill sergeant,
with beard not wholly white and hair re-
taining much of its original colour-and as
he is reputed to reckon his -fortune by
millions, bis utterances no doubt carried
great woigbt. If graduated taxation is
logically defensibly, it must be on the linos
ho indicated. Apart from the injustice
of those systenis of taxation whose effect,
if flot their direct aim is to enrich tho few
at the exp ,ense of the many, a very large
proportion of ail the expenditures of civil-

* ized goverfiments is made, directly or in-
directly, for the protection of property.
Even that which has for its immediate ob-
ject the protection of the person, is made
fleoessary, in a great imany cases, by the

person's possession of proporty. Perbaps il
would not be boyond tho mark to say that
ninety-nine citizens require protection foi
proporty, or for thoir persons bocauso of
their property, where one needs it for any
other cause. A very large part of the tume
of legislatures 18 taken up with the enact-
mont and amendment of laws relating to
property. Reasoning in this way it is
ovidently possible to make out at least a
strong case in favour of the theory that
citizens of means may justly ho required to
pay taxes jpn an ascending scale in propor-
tion to their wealth, without boing entitled
to more than their individual sharo of power
to legislate in regard to matters affecting
the rigbts and liberties of ail citizens as
such. But the subjiect is clearly entitled to
a mucb larger share of the attention of
political economists than it bas yet roceiv-
ed.

Wo have, of necessity, but touchied the
outskirts of a very largo and complicated
probleni, or rather class of problen's. The
inheritance duos, wbich tho British budget
is raising to a much higher ratio than any
bitherto reached, open up a somewhat sum-
ilar question, yet ono wbich differs in somo
respects and se demands separate discussion.
Might does not croate rigbt. It is evident
that with the increasing power of the un-
moneyed classes in politics and legisiation,
property will henceforth ho compelled to
bear a much larger proportion of the bur-
dons of the State than heretofore. But it
will mako a vast, a vital, difference, whe-
ther tl4is ho doue simply froni selfish mo-
tives, bocause those who will profit by it
have the power ; or thougbtfully and logi-
cally, on principles which are believed to ho
in accordànce with econemic and political
rigbteousnese.

THE HISTORICAL ARCHIVES 0F
CANAD)A.

At the last meeting of the Royal So-
ciety of Canada the Council made the fol-
lowing brief report on the Archives of
Canada, which will show our readers the
progress that is beiug made in the work.

The Council refer the Royal Society and
ail those interested in the collection of his-
torical archives to the foilowing report by
Dr. Marmotte, Assistant Archivist of the
Dominion :-" The importance of that
branch of the public service, which bas had
charge of tho historical archives of Canada
since its foundation in 1872, bas been shown
more clearly year by yoar, with the steady
accumulation of w3w and numerous copies
of unpublished documents which corne to us
froni England and France. Hardly a day
passes without our recoiving from ail parts
of Canada and the United States requests
for information on certain questions to
which wo can alone give a s atisfactory reply,
if not always a complote solution, in view
of the fact that we alone in America pos-
soss the copies of unpublished historical
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documents relating to matters of 'Wàr, poli-

tics and diplomacy affacting these two cOul'

tries and England.
" Apart f rom the copy of the Bouque

collection, which comprises thirty written
volumes and covers the years froni 1757 WO

1765, and the Haldimand papers, wvhich
take np one hundred and thirtytWO VOl'
urnes and include the liistorical records fr00n
1758 to 1787, we have at preEent in bond
three hundred and sixty.four volumes 0opied

froni the State papers of the Colial FI'
cord Office at London, and contailing the
correspondence betweon the English autb'
orities, the governors and other official Per'
sonaes in Canada, commencing with 1760

and coming down to 1831. The copYing Of
those interesting documents is now g0i19
on in London undor the direction Of 1)r'
Brymner, who has noarly closed the iflve

tigations which are necess&ry for the. guid-

ance of the copyists charged with comlet*~
ing a collection which is unique in~

crics.
"At the saine time there is going 0'1l

London the copying, commenced this Ye8r,
of the War Office papers, of wbich We have
already fifteen volumes, as well as Of the
Board of Trade papers, of which we hivfr
now twenty-nirie volumes collected.

1'Besides this collection, so rich in llew
îuaterial relating to the history of the coUn,

try under English dominion, we have 1180
the advantage of possessing one thOUsand
and sixty-three manuscript volumes of I""
tary records-ail quite original-touciI1g
the public events and military works duri119
the occupation of Canada by the Englisb
troops froni 1760 to 1867.

" The French portion of the archives-
somewhat bebind for reagons beyolid COU'

trol-comprises a hundred volumes of mnann
script relating to the ' terrier,' the judg*

mente of the intendants under the French

reginle, as weîî as the commencement 0'
the correspendence between the Court of
France and the French governors and in'
tendants of Canada.

" The arrangements continue for cOPY'
ing in Paris the nurnerous State papors rela-

tive to our history, which are found, for
the greater part, in the archives of the fl"<

Minister of CAonies (formerly Minister Of
Marine and Colonies) where 1 had thead
vantage of examining and cataloguinig these
documents some years ago.

" I am referring here only to the wa'n'
script section of our archives, and leave Ont~

of consideration our consulting, librarY o
printed books, which already comprise3 e
eral thousand volumes.

"'hI is much to be desired that the Go"V
ernmant wauld soon take measures to pro.

vide the department with accommodationl
more suitable for a library already 0 0
portant in the way of manuscripts nd

printed books, The three small rooniS Oeb
apart for the archives are now soe0 Go
bered that we are at straits to place the
new collections that we are constantlY re.


