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tive ability, and scarcely less by the sub- n
tlety of bis methods, bas long been one

of its most masterly if at turnes rathet un- f
certain forces. Modern bistory contains
the naines o! few men o! Influence, wbo
have played a prominent part lu the PO- t
litical histony o! thein day, concerning t
whom thene bas been noom for wider dif-

fenrencies o! opinion after their departure
from the stage. That be possessed au lu-

tellec t o! great force and keenness ls per-

baps the one point lu regard to whicb

admirens and detractons are pretty well-

agreed. Mn. Blaine was patriotie, too, a!-
ter bis fashlin, but bis patrlotism was not

o! the 10f ty and generous type whlcb com-
mande admiration abroad as weil as at

home. He failed to rise to the broader
cosmfopolitanisin wbicb ls the bigbest
glory o! statesmansbip, and is yet qnite

compatible wltb the truest patriotisin.
Pnobabiy the greatest blemish lu a char-

acter wblcb contaiued many admirable
qualities was that absence o! perfect frank-

ness whicb makes it sonietimes impossible
for those with whom sncb au one bas deal-
ings, to feel confident o! bis absolute sin-
cerity. it is just possible that Injustice

was doue Mr. Blaine in-this respect, but lt
eau bandly be denied that bis political op-

poneuts lu bis own country, no less, per-
baps even more than the representatives

o! foreigu nations with whiom lie had deal-
lugs, often feit themselves iînpelled to be

suspicions, if not o! sinster motives, at
least o! designs wbicb did not appean upou
the surface o! bis words and actions. Un-

less we greatly misread the tacts connected
witb some phases of his career, this very

tendency to undue reticeuce was the chie!

obstacle to is attalument o! the one dis-

tinction whlcb seemed to be the ambliton

o! bis life, the Pnesidency. Tbere was, It
seems to us, at least oue crisis lu bl@ event-
fui careen, when perfect frankness wltb the

people wouid bave won him success, while
besitancy, wbetlîen natunal or assumed,

brougbit defeat. It is easy to misjudge mo-

tives, and it ls quite possible that wbat

to onlookers took on the guise ai diplo-

macy so subtie that it oven-reached it8el!,
may bave really been but the weakness

of oven-calîtion, or o! native Indecision.
Iu eitiier case, It cost him tbe national su-

premacy wbieb the manly straigbtfor-

*wardness o! a Pbiillip Brooks superadded
to els own cornranding talents, would al-

most sureiy bave wvou for hlm.

A NEW ERA IN CANADIAN POLITICS.

The revoit o! Mr. Dalton McCarthy,
Col. O'Brien, and others o! the old-time
adbereuts o! the Conservatîve party marks
the beglnning o! a new ena lu Canadian

polities. It emphasizes the fact that the

prestige o! the dead Cbieftan wlll no long-
er su!! ice to overawe some o! tbose Who,

so long as bis baud was upon the heina

r wrere content to be but a too subservieut
crew. It procialens that the key of tbe

past is rnsted and will not aval to open

the portais o! the future policy o! the Can-

e adian Dominion. The uew men wbom cmr-

n cumetances have brought ta the front wili
be obliged to neekon ou at ieast a beavy

discount froin the party ioyalty of thein

supporters. Tbey must needs fimd some

more potent words to conjure with than

.e the old poiicy. on even tbe old flag, if tbey
n are ta pnoloug theln lease o! off ice be-

L- youd the next general election. This Is

Lot a surprisiug developmnt. It was un-

ler the cIrcuinstauces inevitabie, and was

oreseen by mauy at the tune Mf Sir John

vlacfonald's death. And it is desirable

and rIght. l"New occasions bring new

luties,"l and no one whose eyes are open

o wbat is going on abont hlm can donbt

that the uew occasions have corne to Can-

ada. The almost universai discontent

and depression among oun peopie,especial-

iy amoug the farmens, wbo are and ever

nust be the boue and siuew of onr coun-

try's streugth and progresa, on the one

haud, and the reaction against bigb tan-

iff s and protectionisin wbicb ls go marked

amoug onr ueighbonrs and so rapidly

spreadiug among Onr own people,

on the other, ' make lt clean ta.

évery citizen not blinded by self-in-

terest, or biassed by partizanship, that

the t11ne bas corne for a reconsidenation of

the 'whole qnestion of Canada's poiltical

fntnre, above ail of her fiscal policy.

In so saying we do not forget that

Mr. MeCarthy showed dissatisfactiofl witb

moine featnres of bis party's policy even

before the great force of Sir John Mac-

Donald's personality waa taken out of

Caumidian publie 111e, tbougb it is probably

not too mnch to say that bad Sir John

Thoempson been ln Sir John's place at an

earlier peniod, Mr. McCartby's final break

wlth tbe party wouid bave corne carlier.

His restlessuess was, even lu the days o!
the oid leader, partly, no donbt, the ont-

corne of the struggle between conscience

and personai and party loyalty, lu tbe

bosom of an bonest man. Partly, we

fear, it may bave been due ta a less wortby

influence, unconsciously begotten of in-

tense partisan feeling of a.nother kiud

which we may cail semi-religions convic-

tion-we hesitate to use the word prejn-

dice. To this feeling on bis part and that

of others the abortive IlEqual Rights"'

agitation was lu a large measure due. Nor

are we disposed to attach overmnch Im-

portance. so far as any direct resuits are

conce rned, to the uew stand which Mn.

McCarthy bas uow so boldly taken. Witb-

ont disparagent of bis acknowledged

abiiity, It muet be saîd that there is a

weakeuing admixtune of the persoual ele-

ment iu the affain. HIs new departune is

not sufficientiy broad-based upon a clear

political or econornic pninciple ta enabie

hlm ta gather about hlm on the cross

benches the nucleus of a powerful new

panty. As a protest against politIcal.

meanness and trlckery, and a testimony lu

favour of scrupulons bonour and integrity

ln the administration o! the greatest of

ail] popular trusts, the position be bas now

taken, even tardily, ls worthy of ail pralse.

Bnt politicai, morality, thougb it ls the

very foundation stone of ail true states-

manshlp and ail genuine patniotism, can-

not become the pecuilar possession of any

national party, mucb legs be made the

basis o! a party policy. The question of

provincial rIgbts, lu connection wltb the

Separate schools and dual language ques-

tions ln Manitoba anud the North-West may

it is true, yet become an Issue lu Canadian

politics lu a way wbiiih wiil cause It ta

mark a plane 0f cleavage between two

new parties, reconstrâcted ont of the ele-

meuts of the old ones- But let ns hope

that better counsels may prevail and the

country be spared a istnnggle wbich, as-

suiming as it wonld mofit centaluly do, a

religions aspect, wouid be sure ta be


