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tive ability, and scarcely less by the sub-
tlety of his methods, has long been one
of its most masterly if at times rathec un-
certain forces. Modern history contains
the names of few men of influence, who
have played a prominent part in the po-
litical history of their day, concerning
whom there has been room for wider dif-
ferrencies of opinion after their departure
from the stage. That he possessed an in-
tellect of great force and keenness is per-
haps the one point in regard to which
admirers and detractors are pretty well
agreed. Mr. Blaine was patriotic, too, af-
ter his fashion, but his patriotism was not
of the lofty and generous type which com-
mands admiration abroad as well as at
home. He failed to rise to the broader
cosmopolitanism which is the highest
glory of statesmanship, and is yet quite
compatible with the truest patriotism.
Probably the greatest blemish in a ehar-
acter which contained many admirable
qualities was that absence of perfect frank-
ness which makes it sometimes impossible
for those with whom such an one has deal-
ings, to feel confident of his absolute sin-
cerity. It is just possible that injustice
was done Mr. Bisine in-this respect, but it
can hardly be denied that his political op-
ponents in his own country, no less, per-
haps even more than the representatives
of foreign nations with whom he had deal-
ings, often felt themselves impelled to be
suspicious, if not of sinster motives, at
least of designs which did not appear upon
the surface of his words and actions. Un-
less we greatly misread the facts eonnected
with some phases of his career, this very
tendency to undue reticence was the chief
obstacle to his attainment of the one dis-
tinction which seemed to be the ambiiton
of his life, the Presidency. There was, it
geems to us, at least one crisis in his event-
ful career, when perfect fraukness with the
people would have won him success, while
hesitancy, whether natural or assumed,
brought defeat. It is easy to misjudge mo-
tives, and it is quite possible that what
to omlookers took on the guise of diplo-
macy so subtle that it over-reached itself,
may have really been but the weakness
ol over-cantion, or of native indecision.
In either case, it cost him the national su-
premacy which the manly straightior-
wardness of a Phillip Brooks superadded
to Ris own commanding talents, would al-
most surely have won for him.

A NEW ERA IN CANADIAN POLITICS.

The revolt of Mr. Dalton McCarthy,
Col. O’Brien, and others of the old-time
adherents of the Conservative party marks
the beginning of a new era in Canadian
politics. It emphasizes the fact that the
prestige of the dead Chieftan will no long-
er suffice to overawe some of those who,
g0 long as his hand was upon the helm
were content to be buta too subservient
crew. It proclaims that the key of the
past is rusted and will not avail to open
the portals of the future policy of the Can-
adian Dominion. The new men whom cir-
cumstances have brought to the front will
be obliged to reckon on at least a heavy
discount from the party loyalty of their
gsupporters. 'They must needs find some
more potent words to conjure with than
the old policy, or even the old flag, if they
are to prolong their lease of office be-
yond the next general election. This is
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not a surpriging development. It was un-
der the circumstances inevitable, and was
foreseen by many at the time of Sir Jobn
MacDonald’s death. And it is desirable
and right. ¢ New occasions bring new
duties,” and no one whose eyes are opel
to what is going on about him can doubt
that the new occasions have come to Can-
ada. The almost universal discontent
and depression among our peobple,especial-
ly among the tarmers, who are and ever
must be the bone and sinew of our coun-
try's strength and progress, on the one
hand, and the reaction against high tar-
iffs and protectionism which 18 80 marked
among our neighbours and &0 rapidly

spreading among our owl people,
on the other,  make It clear to.
every citizen not blinded by seli-in-

terest, or biassed by partizanship, that
the tifme has come for a reconsideration of
the whole question of Canuda’s political
future, above all of her fiscal policy.

In so saying we do not forget that
Mr. McCarthy showed dissatisfaction with
some features of his party’s policy even
before the great force of Sir John Mac-
Donald’s personality was taken out of
Canadian public liie, though it is probably
not too much to say that had Sir Jobn
Thompson been in 8ir John's place at an
earlier period, Mr. McCarthy’s final break
with the party would have come earlier.
His restiessness was, even in the days of
the old leader, partly, no doubt, the out-
come of the struggle between counscience
and personal and party loyalty, in the
bosom of an honest man. Partly, we
fear, it may have been due to a less worthy’
influence, unconsciously begotten of in-
tenge partisan feeling of another kind
which we may call semi-religious convie-
tion—we hesitate to use the word preju-
dice. To this feeling on his part and that
ol others the abortive “ Equal Rights”
agitation was in a large measure duae. Nor
are we disposed to attach overmuch im-
portance, so far as any direct results are
concerned, to the new stand which Mr.
McCarthy has now so boldly taken. With-
out disparagement of his acknowledged
ability, it must be said that there is a
weakening admixture of the personal ele-
ment in the affair. His new departure is
not suificiently broad-based upon a clear
political or economie prineiple to enable
him to gather about him on the cross
benches the nucleus of a powerful new
party. As a protest against political
meanness and trickery, and a testimony in
favour of scrupulous honour and integrity
in the administration of the greatest of
all popular trusts, the position he has now
taken, even tardily, is worthy of all praise.
But political morality, though it is the
very foundation stone of all true states-
manghip and all genuine patriotism, can-
not become the peculiar possession of any
national party, much less be made the
basis of a party policy. The question of
provincial rights, in connection with the
Separate schools and dual language ques-
tions in Manitoba and the North-West may
it is true, yet become an lssue in Canadian
politics in a way which will cause it to
mark a plane of cleavage between two
new parties, reconstricted out of the ele-
ments of the old ones. But let us hope
that better counsels may prevail and the
country be spared a struggle which, as-
suming as it would most certainly do, a
religious aspect, would be sure to be




