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THE Contemporary for May bas an appreciative article on "lFrancis
Parkman and bis Works," by F. H. Underwood, LL.D. "lParkman's
works fulfil one condition indispensable for success: they are always
attractive, often brilliant, and have a continuity of interest that bolds the
reader as under the speli of a great hîstorical novel. . . . Readers will
notice the many graphic pictures of scenery in these books. The author is
at home in aboriginal woods, by the batiks of rivers, and on the shores of
sylvan laites. H1e seems to know every tree and bush, every wild animal,
fish and bird."

IlTHE Defencelessness of London," by General Sir Edward Hamley,
M. P., is the first article in the Nineteenthi Century, for May. Lord Thring
criticises tbe Local Government Bill; Lord Lyrnington bas a paper on
IlTinkering the House of Lords "; Captain Lord Charles Beresford, M.P.,
expresses bis opinions about the way the Royal Navy is managed ; the
Rigbt lion. Hugh Childers, M.P., writes about Niederbronn, an Alsatian
town, giving a great deal of information not to he found in the guide
hooks; and Mr. Gladstone reviews a nnvel, Robert Elsemere, making it
the text for a cbaracteristic defence of Christian belief.

THE frontispiece of the June Harper'8 is a portrait of Mrs. Craik.
The "lcounterfeit presentment " of an author is sonietimes disappointing,
but this portrait though taken froni a photograph, clearly indicates the
brigbt intelligence, womanly grace, and placid thoughtfulness that char-
acterized the literary work of the author of Jolin Halifaxr. The second
paper 'on "lLondon as a Literary Centre," sketches the novelists with por-
traits of tbe most eminent. The personal coinments are made in a proper
spirit and witb excellent judgment. They cannot offend those wbo are the
subjects of theni, and yet they satisfy the reasonable curiosity that most
readers feel about the personal characteristics of the authors wbose works
tbey have riéad and enjoyed.

THE June Forum contains a number of articles treating of subjects of
more than ordinary interest by distinguished contributors. The opening
paper on "lThe Next Ainerican University," by Andrew D. White, deals
witb some important questions connected with higher edlucation. Senator
Wade Hampton discusses negro supremacy in the South; IReujedies
for Railway Troubles " are suggested by Professor Arthur T. Hadley ;
IlThe HaKte to be Ricb " is deprecated in a very timely and thoughf ul
paper by Chancellor Howard Crosby; and Professor F. A. March in "lA
Universal Language " sets forth the dlaims of English to become the
speech of tbe world. These are only a few of the articles in an exception-
ally good number.

" PLAINS and Prisons of Western Siberia," is the first and probably the
most important paper in the J une Century, but many readers wiil turn
with keener intereat to other contributions not embeilished with photo-
graphic illustrations. Inideed it seems to ns that the Century and other
magazines of its class rely too much on the camera for their pîctures. The
literary qualities of tlle num ber are quite up to the average. John
Burroughs very temiptrately criticises the lte Matthew Arnold's criticieni
on Amnericani Civilization ; Julian H{awthorne, Henry James, T. W.
Higginson, Edward Eggleston, Brander Matthews are other contributore.
Prof. 0. G. D. Roberts has a stirring poem in a manner hie does not often
use, entitled "Il ow the Mohawks Set Out for Medoctec."

IT Will prohahly be a matter of surprise to inany persons to learu that
in the City of New York overcrowding exista to a very much greater
extent than in London. According to Dr. R. Stracey, the Registrar of
Records, overcrowding in New York -to the extent of 16.37 persons to a
dwelling in 1880, as compared with 7-8 in London-is such as to, render
lt very improbable that the death-rate of New York can ever be reduced
so low as tbat of our rnetropolis. In accounting for this, the difference of
climate, wbicb Dr. Stracey considers is mucli more trying in New York,
mue also be taken into consideration. We have no deaths from sunstroke
to record, and registration below zero is almost unheard of in London.-
Médical Preas.

A GREAT and noble woman died iii Rome, December, 1722,-a woman
wbose force and intellect, cati judgment, and statesmanlike ability sur-
passed that of any uncrowned ruler of bier sex in history. So unprece-
dented is bier place in story that bistorians have sometimes preferred to
doubt the part she played in the War of the Spanish Succession. No
memorial of the Princess des Ursins existe ini Madrid, the city wbicb was
saved and restored under bier rule. lier hast act before leaving Spain was
to establisb an institution like the French Academy. Madain des Ursins
lifted Spain from the dust; shje placed a weak and vacillating monarcb
upon bis throne among a foreign race; and assailed by all the powers of
Europe, sbe supported the sovereiguty of Philip V. by measures-of consti-
tutional rigbt almost ¶inknown to the governed of that day. Madame de
Maintenon's tactics were as inferior to those of the power bebind the
Spanisb tbrone as bier aime were baser and bier self-seeking more undis'-
guised. But Madame de Maintenon was the obedient servant of tbe
Cburcb, in its most narrow sense ; it bezcame the object of that Cburcb'sa
ministers to upbold bier power in France. Madani des Ursins, witb
broader, more enligbtened views, opposed the Inquisition and tbe greed,
vice, and bypocrisy of the priests and monks, and she sealed ber doom.
She bad weaknesseS, else she bad neyer bad those winning traits wbich
made the tbraldom of the governed a willing bondage. But no act of
injustice, cruelty, or tyranny can be ascribed to ber during ber ten years
of rule. Sbe drank the bitter cup of royal ingratitude to tbe dreg,-tbat
winter's drive was like the retrospection of the judgment day ; but if ber
beart affirmed the accusation of Wolsey, bier lips refused to publicly pro.
laim, it.-Atlantic Monthly.

music.

TEE CHORAL SOcIETY'S CONCERT.

THE concert witb whicb the Toronto Choral Society closed its labours for
the season 1887-8, on the 29th uIt., was in many respects a memorable one,
As far as at present determined upon, it is the hast concert in whicb tbe
Society will appear as a choral body, it being intended that any future
efforts shaîl be confined to cooperation in the proposed Musical Festival of
1889. This decision wi]l meet with general regret, as the Society is admit-
tedly a powerful and effective organization, and every lover of music and
its influences would like to sec its efficiency survive the proposed loss of its
conductor. Another feature which distinguislhed this concert was the
friendly coüperation of Signor d'Auria and of Messrs. Torrington and
Hasiani, each of whom wielded the baton in recognition of Mr'. Edward
Fisber's worth and attainnients. While the work allotted to the chorus
was not as exacting as the tiret performance of a consecutive work would
bave been, it was generally couceded that it neyer sang better than on that
Tuesday evening. lt exhibited a splendid toue, well balanced and true,
and sang with faultless precision and certainty under the exceptionallY
trying condition of a kaleidoscopie succession of conductors, ail of whoni
have characteristic qualities of style, dîflering sufficiently to confuse the
beat trained chorus. The bnilliant performance of the chorus speaks vol-
umes for the faithful study which Mr. Fisher gave hie society. Another
event of note was the performance of two orchiestral morceau~x composed b>'
a resident of the city. Signer d'Aunia, iri these two selections, showed
biniself a past master of the art of orchestration and of, conducting, if hoe
did not dieplay great originality of creation, and the performance of bis
pieces by the baud was one of the most agrecabie features of the evening.
The vocalists were aIl taken fromn the rank8 of the Society, and gave n'oe
creditable renderings of the parte allotted to thein. Mme. d'Auria'o
spirited singing of the Il Inflammratus " shared the honour with the per-
formance of the Jewel Song, froni IlFaust," by Miss Bunton. The latter
lady bas a very pretty voice, of liglit and pleasing quality. Mr. Bligbt,
also, was very happy in bis singing of Il Why do the Nations." Mr-
Boucber's violin solo was au excellent deinonstration of executive capacitY,
though bis toue was soinewhat light. Altogether the last concert of the
Choral Society was one of the best it bas ever given.

THE UýILMORE CONCEIRTS.

GILMORE'S celebrated band gave tbree concerts to crowded bouses 'le
tbe Pavilion this week. Th(- fame of this band leads oue to look for alflIOSt
superlative excellence, and in many respects this aspiration is fultilled. As
a baud it je well nigh perfect, and wheu it plays good legitimate music the
critic is lost in the admirer; but wvhen pieces are put ou the prograffmie
for no other reason than that they are curiosities in the shape of band
arrangements of well-knowu piano pieces, aiîd when the beairer is amuse.d
at the ingenuity of the arrange ment rather tItan pleaeed with the music, it '0
tume to say tbat there je hum bug in music, juet as there is in other matters.
The performance of tbree standard overtures and other legitimate banld
music was delightful, and the transition from this to the booming of cannofl
witb the National Antheni wae sufficiently gradual to leave soie other
tid-bits for the musician before the groundlinge had tlheir inninge f h
soloiste, Mme. Annie Louise Tanner and Sig. Tagyliapietra easily bore
the honours, with Sig. Liberati in the instrumental section, TZ5aper
je well-known as a good baritone, and Mme. Tanner is deeervedly a faVouf'
ite bere, bier gentle manner and exquieite voice having long ago deternilined
ber position. Mr. Torningtou'e assistance with hie chorus dîd much to
elevate the tone of the entertainmniets.

MR. H. M. FIFLD'S REdITAL.

CONSIDERABLE interest was felt in thie young gentleman, who, befOre bUo
departure to Germany, had already acbieved quite a celebrity in Torot
musical circles. Since bis return hie bas avoided public appearances ut
the evening of Wednesday of last week, and to this delay we may larg1>'
attribute the comparatively small bouse wbich was assembled to bear hiO01
lt was mucb to be regretted that the recital was not more gefler0111
attended, as it was one of the moet enjoyable entertainnients that wO e
bad this season. Mr. Field je a cbarming pianiet, in matters botb of tecb'
nique and taste. Hie bas a facile, sure touch, rather round than brilliBIitl
and rather broad and sof t than strong. Hie general interpretation je pet
bape too inconsecutive to those who are accustomned to admire the "Y'
metry of a Carreno's performance, or the strict equilibrinni of the renditiOn
of an Aus der Obe. lt is in this dreamy tendency to meander that '
interpretive weakness consiste, but this je atoned for by a fine, th 0 ugbt
pbrasing, and a well.digested conception of the piece under treatient.
is by no means devoid of force or breadth and tire, and a general opi»1.
that bis playing lacked force was due more to the selection of piecces on hi:
programme tban to, any defect in bis playing of those chosen. Thîse'%
abundantly shown in the Liszt numbers witb which the evening le
In the "Polonaise" Mr. Field was full of delightful dasb and forceI
in tbe "Petrarcb " sonnet hie surprised ail by the poetic, passionatO
with wbicb bie adorned it.

Miss Huntington, as the vocaliet, added to bier many triumPho 11
Toronto. She bas neyer appeared to better advantage than on this 0CEt

sion. A broad, even tone-whether forte or mezza voce,-au exq cbarti»

tone, and a rare artistic delivery, muade bier songe among the most arvo
ever beard in Toronto.C
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