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MASSACRE OF ST. BARTHO- medam, or for that matter, Mor-| tor Pastor could finally say, “All A FLAMING BUSH. and more glorious scale, was
] LOMEW. mon. However, the French are|attempts to re-establish this rep- —_ witnessed.  Moses, the great
so logical, (see Calvml.sm, which utation are henceforth futile.” | Written for Twe Review by an Knglish | lawgiver, warrior and legislator
4 By Protestant Theologian in The Sacred | 18 French.), and :o intense in|Sir William Hamilton’s disclo- Banker, of the Israelites, standing on a
1 . Heart Roview. their feelings, that when thev |sures concerning Luther were The variety and diversity of mountain, which ever after-
1L have set their hearts on a partic-| neglected, and when subsequent-

i 1 have already cited the great
Protestant Guizot, who, in his
§ History of France, written for
1§ his grandchildren, declares em-
4 Phatically that in the sixteenth
§ ‘entury the French Protestants
 d the French Catholics were
3§ bout equally disposed to assas-
§ tination and to massacre, the
1 ®ne side very little more or less
] than the other. To this very day,
§ & we know, the French are per-
] hﬂps, of all nations in the world,
$ Mleast in Christendom, the most
4 ttolerant. Perkaps we should
§ ®Xcept the Russians, although 1
4 doubt it, for in Russia, intoler-
¥ Vuce appears to be more a matter
1 f calculation and state policy
4§ than of national temper. In
§ ‘Tance, it is not so much the
4 8overnment that pushes the na-
tion into intolerance as the na-
tion the government. By the
4 Ration again we mean not so
f uch the peasantry, compar-
{ Mively inert, as the population
% the towns. Let any party get
fontrol of the gevernment, and
'} 1 jts eyes all the rest of France
§ “ non-existent, or exists only to
; be persecuted.
$§ In modern France the Protest-
§ WNits are too few to persecuie the
| “atholics directly. Since the
§ %8s of Alsace-Lorraine they
§ Qumber only some 600,000 out
§ °£40,000,000, although their high
§ Character and care for education
'3 &ive them proportionally a much
§ Breater influence. Yet the cor-
4§ espondent of The Nation, alrea-
dy quoted in The Review, calls
4 tention to the tact that a large
§ Party of the Protestants (I sup-
§ Dose the side inclining to Deism)
: h 8 shown itself very well dis-
§ Posed to side with the Atheists,
§ Yrthe Freemasons (in France the
3 Vo terms are very nearly syno-
§ Ymous) in violating the unity
%the family and the moral con-
.§ |Sction of parents and children
- forcing Catholic children into
§ theatheistic government schools,
Uder heavy penalties of dis-
Tanchisement from public trusts
they have not spent wt least
e later years of their school-
' ]‘me in these. The aim, doubt-
| 88, is to trench more and more
1 family rights, until private
{ “hools are altogether extinct.
. 1t is true, this scheme is noth-
§ U2 very different from that pro-
Yunded by the Rev. Mr. Dic-
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1 J"DErintendent of schools. Mr.
4 %eph Cook also (I believe he
E Shjects, being unordained, to be-
g called Reverend) has de-
Yared that the right of parochial
“R0ols to exist rests on bare tol-
&ence, is essentially precarious.
] Ig seems to think of them as
of Vis XIV. thought of the Edict
antes, something to be in
as long as it pleased him
1 . no longer, subject, more-
Ver, to continually advancing
Croachments, until at last it
Wld be set aside as no longer
%aning anything.
Ickinson and Cook, there-
» and their friends, seem to
} very well in principle with
 p.* French atheists and Deistic
1 ,f".testants in maintaining the
| &il{t of the state to persecute the
\uly into a mere passive ve-
| e‘ﬂe of its own prevailing poli-
1 iy Whether it chooses to be
| eist, Protestant, or Moham-

1 fOch

Uson in Massachusetts, while!

ular scheme of persecution, they
are inclined to carry it through
with a fierceness which we
could hardly expect to find in
Brother Dickinson or Brother
Cook, or indeed in Saxons, Ger-
mans or Irish. The Irish, to be
sure, are sufficiently intense, but
somehow or other, as a German
writer has remarked, their in-
tenseness has seldom led them
in the direction of persecution
Their occasional fierce outbreaks
have not been against heretics
but against oppressors. Two
heretics burnt, and no witches,
very nearly fills up the list of
Irish persecutions.

The legendary accounts of the
disputes between Saint Patrick
and the Druids witness .to Irish
zeal. but seem to show that it
had not extinguished good tem-
per, and a sense of the rights of
the other side.

In the sixteenth century,
therefore, we see the French
Protestants, then nearly a fourth
of the nation, resolute in the de-
sign to suppress Catholicism
throughout the kingdom. They
were powerful in a great part of
the provincial cities, and in the
mountain fortress of the Ceven-
nes ; they swarmed in every
grade of the nobility, to the very
highest ; they were organized
thoroughly as a state within the
state, having armies, great cap-
tains, fortresses and taxes ; they
were led by a branch of the royal
house, which, as death followed
death in the elder line, was fast
approaching the throne, and soon
reached it in fact. The peasant-
ry was overwhelmingly Catholic,
it is true, but they made little
more account of the peasants
than of so many cattle. Besides,
they were encouraged by the ex-
ample of England. At Elizab-
eth’s accession it is computed by
Protestant authority that nearly
three-fouths of the English were
Catholic; yet the French Calvin-
ists saw she great Queen, by her
skilful policy, gradually cajoling
and compelling her subjects
away from the old religion, until
at her death she had so far suc-
ceeded that even the powerful
Catholic reaction under James
did not maintain itself, and that
England became, if not so solid-
ly Protestant as North Germany
and Scandinavia, yet more ac-
tively Protestant than either.

These hopes of the French
Protestants were by no means
regarded as chimerical by the
French Catholics,. We can see
now that the attachment of the
French nation to Catholicism and
to Rome was deeper than that of
the English, and that even a per-
secuting Calvinist on the throne
would probably have failed.
Henry the Fourth saw it, and to
be sure of the crown conformed
to the ancient Church. Yet so
uncertain had matters seemed
for a long time before, that when
at first reports ran that the bat-
tle of Moncontour had turned
out a Protestant victory, Cather-
ine de Medici, who at heart cared
for neither religion, nonchalant-
ly remarked, “Ah well! all is that
we shall now say cur prayers in
French.”

How slowly history unveils
itself to us as it was! How slow-
ly Catholics have opened their
eyes to the real character of
Alexander VI.! It was not until
Leo XIII. disclosed to the world
the secret Borgia records that the

‘'eminent Catholic professor Doc-

ly Janssen renewed and extend-
ed them such a howl went up
from Protestant Germany as went
up from Calvinistic France when
the great Protestant controvers-
ialist David Blondel first discov-
ered that there had never been
any such person as Pope Joan.
The traitor, to take away from
his brethren such an effective
weapon! At first the cry was
that Janssen was a fool and a
forger, and there was even a
pleasant talk of cutting off his
ears, after the pious example, as
was explained, of Ulric von Hut-
ten, that hero of the Reforma-
tion, who marked his zeal for
the pure gospel by cutting off
the ears of two Dominicans. This
devout counsel was not fol-
lowed, however, from a whole-
some dread of the Hohenzollerns,
who are sound Protestants; in-
deed, but who are emperors and
kings.

1n like manuer it is next to
impossible for us to get out of
our heads the notion that the
Cathoiic Church of France, at
this time, was a great overbear-
ing power bent on crushing, by
fair means or foul, the little in-
nocent flock of quiet Christians
who pleaded only for the right
te follow their own conscience
n peace! * In reality we see heze |
two rival powers, unegqualin the
number of adherents, it is true,
but so pearly equal in resources
and energy that for a long time
it seemed by no means certain
which would carry the day. In
the years of this struggle Guizot
says,that there were from eight-
een to twenty massacres of Prot-
estants by Catholics (including
St. Bartholomew’s) and four or
five massacres of Catholics by
Protestants. The number of mas-
sacres, we sgee therefore, answ-
ered on both sides to the relative
numbers of the two parties. The
number of victims, taking Dr.
Fisher’s estimate of St. Bartho-
lomew’s, seems to have been, by
Guizot’s statistics, supplemented
by Cardinal Guise at the Council
of Trént, something like this:
Protestants massacred by Cath-
olics, 35,000; Catholics massacred
by Protestants, 8,000.

Further details will be inter-
esting and instructive.

CHARLES C. STARBUCK.

12 Meacham street, North Cams!
bridge, Mass.

£}

A short time ago the youngest,
maid of honor to the Queen was |
received inte the Church. She’
was the daughter of Lord Aling-
ton, and her husband was at-
tached to the court of G‘rreece.-}
There were many circumstances
about her conversion that went
to show that the finger of- God
led her in a most remarkable
way into the Catholic Church.
Not the least of these was her
untimely demise. Her death
was quite sudden. It occurred
at the vice regal lodge, Dublin
Castle, while on a visit to the
lord lieutenant. Her reception
into the Church was a beautify]
preparation for her sudden,
though not unprovided death.

A Great Builder.—The D. &
L. Emulsion of Cod Liver Oil is
a great builder. It gives weight,
adds healthy flesh, and over-
comes any downward tendency
of health. Davis & Lawrence!
Co., Ltd., makers.
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|ler sight, on a vastly grander

the secretions of members of the
vegetable world are almost innu-
merable. As examples, in parts
of South America the wonderful
cow-tree abounds, which, if an
incision be made in the trunk,
exudes a quantity of good milk,
the physical qualities of which
are said to be exactly similar to
those of ordinary cow’s milk,
which, it is stated, it entirely
replaces in some districts of that
country. In West Africa the
butter-tree supplies the natives
with a perfect substitute for the

ordinary ingredient. Other trees
preduce soap, houey, wax, and
many other vegetable imitations
of animal products.

There is, however, one note-
worthy tree which possesses
similar properties to the noxious
poison, prussic acid, and is
equally deleterious and fatal.
This deadly outlaw of the vege-
table kingdom, the dreaded Upas
tree, has a more evil reputation
than any other product of the
plant world, and at a more su-
perstitious period mno traveller,
would dare go beneath its sha-
dow. The places where it grew
were termed the ‘“valley of
death.” Birds which approached
too near were said to drop down
as if struck by lightning, and no
creature could live within a con-
siderable distance of the fateful
tree, the neighbourhood of each
tree presenting the appesrance
of a revolting charnel house,
strewn with the bones and de-
caying corpses of men and ani-!
mals.

Of course, all this is absurd
exaggeration and ignorant su-
perstition. But there is no doubt
that the juice exuding from the
tree is virulently poisonous to
that high degree that a few
drops injected into the system of
man or animal will destroy life
in a very few minutes.

Another strange member of
the vegetable word is the ecom-
mon garden Fraxinella, or Barn-
ing Bush (Dictamnus Fraxinel-
la). This rather handsome her-
baceous perennial, its pinnate
leaves similar to those of the ash
—hence its name—bears several
spikes of hooded flowers, in ap-
pearance somewhat resembling
those of the common monkshood
or aconite, bnt of a rose-pink
hue. TIts chief peculiarity con-
sists in its strange habit of dis-
tilling a gaseous vapour, which
appears to collect round the
flower spikes in somewhat con-
siderable quantity. This exhala-
tion, which in many respects re-
gsembles the vapour of heated
benzoline, is highly inflamma-
ble, and if a lighted match be
held near the flower, especially
in the evening of a calm sanny
day, an extraordinary flash of
brightly-burning flame, of a hue
not very dissimilar to that of the
flower 1tself, shoots up into the
air. If the plant be covered
with a tall glass frame and
placed in a sunny position, the
accumulating gas will fill the
frame, and quite an explosion
will ensne when a light is ap-
plied. Strange to say, however,
this brilliant conflagration does
nos appear to injure either the
plant or its flower, which re-
mains unhurt in the midst of
the flashing flames.

And, about three thousand
five hundred years ago, a sim-

wards is one of the most sacred
spots upon the face of the earth,
witnessed a bush which, though
apparently burning, yet was not
consumed. But the dazzling
brilliancy of those coruscating
rays of glory, effulgent in vivid
splendour, and flashing with a
terrible and appalling fiery lus-
tre, was such as no terrestrial
forces could produce. For in
the midst of that intensely glor-
ious radiancy was the Eternal
God, the Ruler and Creator of
the universes, who had deigned
to visit this insignificant earth
for the sake of His people. And
the time will come when every
child of man will be a witness
of that glory, for each one will
be conducted before the throne
of the Great Judge, there to re-
ceive their final and irrevocable
sentence : “Come ve blessed, in-
herit the Kingdom”; or “Depart
ye cursed, into outer Darkness!”

NOTES FROM STE ROSI.

Ste-Rose is rubbing her eyes
and opening them seeing the
bright sunshine. We shall be
busy anon 1f we have been
sleepy awhile. The rivers run
free from ice, hurrah! for the fish
rushing down. People some
miles distant are making ar-
rengements for coming in with
their cows during the summer
months when our cheese-factor-
ies will be again in full swing.
We have begun seeding, but no
doubt the crop will be grown
by the time you receive this, so
why mention it? It freezes
“the genial current of the soul”
to have a mail service so long on
the road, even in fine weather.

Behold now a chance for ail
those young men who have been
sufficiently industrious to gather
up the stones on their land, these
shall become, if rightly taken
advantage of, the first founda-
tions of the future learning of
this place, being the very things
required for our new convent
which we expect to have ready
for the Sisters, to begin teaching
In September. There is talk of
a municipality and other chang-
es, new buildings and stores dot-
ting the green—shall we say,
though merely as a figure of
speech, as yet. And now, we
are getting too civilized for the
poor, dear Indians, they are gone
mostly,I fear,and have taken with
them the poetry of the place ;
also, in some instaneces, a jug of
comfort as well. I think it was
the missionary’s wife who said
(how wives will boast!) she
knew the Indians in her husb-
and’s care were all converted
for they had renounced the er-
rors of barbarism to adopt those
of civilization. But some of
them go without any comfort.
One poor fellow we were ac-
quainted with said he could not
stay, God didn’t want him to
stay here, all his children died
and he must go. This might be
superstition in wus, but these
children of the forest live near
to the Great Spirit who is a very
intimate and personsl friend of
theirs, this is what the braves
think, hut the squaws are more
lowly-minded and fancy God
has not always time to look after
the little wants of women and
children. No time! poor souls !
He has His Eternity to do
things in.




