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ROMAN CATHOLIO
MISSIONARIESU

Rev. Father Husson Replies ta State-1
ments Made Regarding Their Work

in the Lesser Slave Lake and
Peace River Settlements.

The following passage appeared in a long, correspondence to
the Free Press (March llth) fromn the Smoky and Peace River Mis-
nîous, sigyned " W. S. C." We give the text in fli to show the
auimus of the contemptible cur whom Father ilusson so effective]y
holds Up by the tail. -"W. S. C." makes believe also to attack the
Protestant missionary in those parts, but this is only a blind, a
bid for a reputation of impartiality. The Protestant missionary in
those parts cannot very well be energetic when, ,ouuting his own

family, lie las flot six persons in hie flock. As practically ail the
residents are Catholica of unimpeachable morale, there 18 flo bigotry
and intolérance except in the fertile brain of " W. C. S." This
linderous trifier, whose onlv menit la that lie can write flot (always
grqLmmatically, liowevor, as aipIears froim the sentence in whicli
*elhave italicized the very mucli mixed pronoumes) and in-
irigge Witli * few turbulent spirits. cut s a very sorry figure along-
ýi4e Qf the iMa4y, eif-de votion of Father Husson, a real Fremeh
g@at mnwh eer liandl'd broadaxe or a saw tilt he came to
thi» coqntry.

We bh.4,e cQrrced the T, 4ny Misprints in the F*e Press version
Qf VI#thr lluisgon'a letter Sjoxge of these .are so obvîiuix that'one is

ýepe o asec pne 'b igoted underling ini the piating office Of
'ài g rpos4e1y inve ted them.

Uxtrat of a Leffer from
W. 0. 9.1*1I

1I would advise steps ta lic
taken in orden that the distnibu-
tl'O [off seedcorul lie canied out
fiiriy, sud not ase t was donc, 1
aim informed some years since,
when thc supply was placed lu
the hande ai' Roman Catholie
priests ta give oui. as necessary.
I. ie saîd very few received tie
ltelp ta which tliey wene en-
tied, sud that evetUually wheu

* Ppouple of traders in thicaality
off ened ta sow t, reap, and suli-
s«juently thresi sud grind it for
tbe henefit aof the communntyi
Îheir offar was refused; sud ti
was tien sown by the Cathollo
m4ission, but no anc lis elien
knowu ta participate lu the ne-
isuite of the harveat which fol-
lowed.. Religion lu tuis part ai'j
the country le indeed far from'
wliat it should be, wlicn anc
ronsiders 'tiat ,thene is à peopleq
Whio, not go many1 years âgé,1
were steeped in ignorance, snd
cnuelty, sud yet even then be-
iieved lu tie Great and Good
Spinit.* The very corn that they,
take ta tic Cathollo mission ta'
lie grouud muet wait their con-
venience, and iheyî, deduct 'wiat-
ever proportion t1hey choase,
xnenely eliung the Indian on
bnced that 'hie share le rcady
for hlm.' The wamen especiaily
are gneatl y un(icn their influence,
whici is oulv maintaiued by
tlireats ai' God's anger, and hold-
ing aven tbem tlie terrons ai' the
chunci ehould they question tic
wili of the piests on eartli. 1
have licard instance aiter in-
stance ai' this from the indivi-
duais tiemeelves, but will anly
cite twa of them. In anc case a
waman was )actical]y rmmcd
on tic death of lienliusband, by
the pniesi. insisting on lier giving
hlm the kew hanses lefi. as a fée
tan masses lieiug said. Iu an-
otier a Mau took corn ta lie

ground, but 'the whitp men
were passing the. mission every
day aud. the prîet. lied no time
ta grind,' witli the resut. that
this pon feliowhlad ta buy flour
(at $10 a sack) fnom tic piet,
whilet lits own wlieat was iying
in the mission barnne. Canu t lie
wondened ai. if the native is dis-
trastfnl ai' tie white men corm-
ingamougstlihem lulanger num-
bers? The Protestant mission is
equally culpable, thoughinlua
difibent mannen, for thé general
conipiainti. lethai. fan years past
thene lias licen 'noenengy.'
There has licen no regular church,
and tiaugl ane lias been start-
-ed, t is a mene sheli, without
wiudows, faonr, or fittings, sud
this athougi' thora is au sc-
knawiedged desire amang the
people for bath a prapen chuncli
and also for a Protestant echoal.
The service ie heid lu the mis-
siouary's raam, but ta tic un-
educated native mind thraugli-
ont tie worid, t is flot 'proier
woship' nules8 held lu a spe-
etal Place set spart fon the pur-
pose alone. Probahly tie sad-
dest sigltit t sec tie numbers
ai' peopie vitsitilig tic missionary,
with a view ta get thit help
whichlic is s0 powenless ta give,
sud yet knowing that tic pniet
hae tic powen, but lücks the de-
sire ta aid. That he lias the
meaus 18 evideuced by the faci.
thai. labon casts tic Roman Cath-
olic mission nothing whai.ever,
as t is performed by tay linath-
ers, sud as tiey were selling liay
at $30 and $40 pen ton, flour ai.
$10 (whicli cosi. veny little for
freiglit as it was brouglit from
Edmonton by thein own boat), it
is evident tiat ai. leasi. 200 per
cent. profit was tic recuit. I
atu sure thai. those Catiolies
wia support tiese missions, will
agrec w iti me (and 1 write only
from a humanitanian point ai'
view) tint ut is the dntv of the
clengy ta ielp tiose ini need, and

- c
not to lay themselves out solely1
as large profit making e-tablih-
ments. That profit, is the great
desideratum, it is impossible to1
deny truthfully , indeed a large1
part of the business done is in 1
the purchase and sale of horses,1
and many a Kiondiker lias partedi
with tlier, to the priest, for ai
few dollars only, whilst many
others have bought them again,
front fifteen dollars and upward,
I could cite instances of big
profits unden this head also, but1
the principle 1 amn ubjocting to,1
is the cornbination of religion
and trad, b y misýsionarles, no0
matter of what denomitiation
they may be. Bigotry and in-
tolerance, 1 fear, is very pre-
valent, and as the people clearly
see that suoh is the case they
naturally take advantage of the
sirife between the two religions.
and scheme ta make ail they canj
as a cousequence."

Rmv. Father Husson'. Reply.

To the Edlitoi' of the Frea Press:

SIR,-I neached this city jut
in time to read in vour valuable1
paper a letter from-a sPeciai. cor-
respondent (Free Prsss, March 11.)
in regard t, the settemewis
arouind Lesser Slave Lake, Smoky
River anid Peace River. That
letter contains such gross mis-
repr;ýsentations and 80 many
wicked hints on tlie work of the
missionanies in those regions tliat
it will startie any impartial
reader at first siglit, and indeed
it lis created a sensation mihere-
ever it lias been read, for ques-
tionis of ail kinds were» put ta me
about it everywliere, Your cor-
re8pondent, wlio signe himeelf
" W. C. 8.,"' is very bold and-for-
ward in, lia assertions. But 1
hope 1 shall be able to satisfy
hlm before 1 amn donc. Althougli
I can liandle a broadaxe better
than a peu 1 hope to be able ta
ne-establieli the facts which lie
lias distorted.

Let me introduce myseif ta
you and to him and sign my
name in fuit at the battom of
this letter. 1 arn the Oatholic
priest who twelve years ago laid
the foundation of that Smoky
River Mission lie talks s0 mucli
about. Wheu 1 arrived there
the Indiaus, or, nather, the half-
breeds, of that vicinity, were
living by the cliase and liad
neyer tried tilling their fertile
soit. At first I used ta visit tliem
from anothen mission from time
ta time, but after tliey lied sent
a petition ta auar Bishop, in onder
ta obtain a resident priest. I was
appointed to that post. Game
,was scarcer lu those days than
now, sa I persuaded most of the
haif-hbreeds ta take eacli a dlaim
round the mission, and ln order
ta encourage them, I built with
my own hands several hauses,
broke new land for theni, and
mauy a yoar gave tliem, from the
nearesi. Mision, seeds ln tlie
spning, aud ail witliout any re-
muneration whatever. A few
years ago, owing ta the excep-
tionally dry season, we had 11o
drap, and I applied ta the Indian
iDepartment for a grant of wheat
for seed in tlie spring. My peti-
tian was taken inta cansidera-
tian aud we neceived fonty bush-
els. This corn was cannied at the
expense of the go vernment as lfar
as Slave Lake and the Missioni
freighted it ninety miles furtlien
at its own expense, the work

r
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thefollo\Ning year. Meanwhile, alt the loge therefor; I have
wheu 1 had parted with ait this whipsawedM more than 100,000>
grain consigrned to me persolual- feet of lamber, and shaved with
ly, I wrote a fait hful account of~ my own bauds over 100,000>
the wav in whieh, it was distri- shingles. Sa, " labor caste. th*
buted.' This accoutit is now in Roman Catholie Mission nathing
the office of the Iiîdian Depant- 1 whatever." Do the samne an&.
ment and can be made public if you will see by experience wliat
necessary. it costs.

Well, Mrn. Editor, compare iny Moreover, Mn. " W. C. S.,"
vorsion of th,- whate transaction silice this i', the only naine w'e
wit h that of your correspondent can bestow on1 yau, fre-ight. also
and tell tie frankly if the treat- eosts us so!leth-ing. A common
meýnt we have received at bis York boat is valued at $300.
bandcs is fair. That boat does flot Lro from

If '- W. C. S." lias been anly a Leýser Slave Lake ta Athahasca
few moniths in that farnonrthlenn Landing and back on the meto
retzîon what cati lie kuow about impulsion of an order of ours,
the religion of the people ? Stili We do not yet performn sucli
lie slays witht>ut fliiuching that miracles, and I presumne von do
"Religion iii that part of the nuit believe in miracles, especial-

country is indeed fan from what iy those that might be coutiter-
it should be " I deny first flatly signed by a Cathollo missionany.
that the Indians have been We have ta mani anr boats with
sfeeped lu ignorance and cruelty eiglit or nine men ecd, the samne
for haif a century liack; and my as o'thpn peopt)e, and pay the In-
experience of twenty-five years, dians for their work. The Ilud-
besid.'s that of my predecessors son's Bay Ca. choose ta give their
and fellow laborens, le surely freight, this winter, at Ctlie rate,
warth thai. of your fripnd wbo of $1 per liundred fnom Edmon-
duos not coutt 0 many month8. ton ta Less'er Slave Lake.' rathe:

Three years ago we'put up a than take their chances in thé
wind miii. It lias not as yet sumurer Freight from that poet
ziven us satisfaction, because the ta aur Mission is $2 pet hun-
milistones are too heavy for the dred. Now, if flour is, say, $ý
powen-aermotan sails of 16 feet at Edmonton, aud we bave t&,
diameter. The mil t was bouglit pay $6 for freiglit, 1 dO nat know
at the expense of the Mission, what abjection your correspond-
nobody cisc ever helped us tri ont ean have ta aur selling Ifour
get it, sa the Mission is the sole at Smoky Rivefat the rate Of 1
ot4uer of it. Wind bas not been W! hulnudred, especially wbiA
put at" aur disposai, so that wc thl e luddon' Bay Co. seti à
mut take aur chances, 80 mut at $12.
the Indians. But ta insinuate Your correspondent expresses
that, througli craft, the mission- the wisli of seeîng a gOod Pro-_
aiy refuses ta griud the grain of testant sohool established lu the,
au Indian, in order ta be able tri vicinity. Finat lie wili baye Le'
sali, the produce ao' the Minesîion import t liane Proteafaut families,
at a profitof 200 pan ce nt., je as for outside of a féiW Raudikers,
false as t ls malignant. Floi4r belated last season, wh<> have no
lias been eold by the Missio n $2 familles. you eau liandly find a
per liundred pouunds less tien by cliild that belongs ta a 1yotest-
the lludson's Bay Ca., on by any aut family, alt the Indians being
uthen trader ai. Smoky River, Catholis. If your correspond-
oats 25 per cent less tlian ai. ent is ';writîig only fromn a liu-
Lesser Slave Lake or any post manitarian point aof view," why
thereabouts. Hay ai. the Missi on did hoe not inquire hy himW.f
was t4old at not hlalf the price rather than aliow huiseif ta ie.
suggested ln your correspond- grassly misted by otÈhers? I f
eut's letter, and' I must remind lieliad calied at the Catholié
yau, by the way, that bay is Mission like the gentleman lie
very scance around tic Mission. th.inks lie is, he would have seen
Teams have to travel 25 miles, a fiauriihing school with eiglit-
every day ta feteli it home, aud oeil boardens besides day schat-
that lu an open prairýie, whene are unden tlie superintendence cqf
the cve-diftîug snaw exposes the Sisters aof Providence fnom
us ta have na trail either going Mantreal. Hoe could have can-
or coming back. vinced himself that these lu-

lu the nean future tlie gaveru. diaus taken oniy lateiy from the
ment is ta take saine steps in ne- wiide have made astonibhing
gard ta a tneaty with the Indians progress bath in the Enlglisi a4d
aof tie nortli. 1 amnconfident irenchl lnguages, thanks ta the
that tliey will o find them sa devotedues and the unremniti
iower ciass of people, than any. zeat aof these ladies, wia ectai
where else in 'the Territories. neyer lie sufficiëutly pnaiséd.
And as fan freedam iu regard to This achooilibas heen opeued-at
religion, no tribunal of the in- ithe sale expenée af tie Mission,.

quisition will be fautid any no provision haviiig been made
wlire. As ta marais aur lu- by the Territorial gaverumet iin
dians wouid compare most fsvor.its favor. Sa liene are' thlie,
ably. with any comuiy f o 18 chiîdren clothed, fed.
whitesilathe wanid. Tiey have lodged sud tangit entirely
veny little to do with strangens tbroue h the exetions aof the mis-
and with Klandikens ln parti- 11t îanîes. Whoun "W.C.S" reags
cular, and praises bave been lav- i Is I feel sure lie wiit lie swfun[
islied by men of ail creeds on 1Y sorYta have missed sncb
their lionesty and good be- siglt.
ha vior. 1 feel atmost sorny ta have ta

Your correspondent saYs also spoil1 that delectabie tit-bit about
tiat freiglit and labon dosts us the womau who "was practical-
nothing, as t is perfonmed by ly ruitied ai. tic death ai her hus-
lay brothers. Tiere is flot an baud by the pniesi. insistimîg au
Indian round aur settlements lien giviug hlm the few hanses
that would not laugh ai. sucb lefi. as a fee for masses being
simplicity. Let me ask Mirn. said." But the facts -ive the
'w. C. S.,, whîch is casier, ta lie to tic correspondents stony.

get the wank doue by men hired A ponr Indiati whose wife was
for moticy or ta do the w onk very iii came and planted hie
..1.41,iso. Lh1_ds_9 Wel, tpee (luite close ta the Missioný


