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"lHave you never heard how rude it is to stare ? "she says, drawving her

fingers genitly but with energy from his.
"lForgive me. 1 was not consciaus of my rudeness," rerurns he, .slowly

1I was only thinking. That is the dress you wore when first I saw you, is it
flot ? And that is the bat. Arn I rigit ?

"lQuite righit. Your nîemory on the occasion is very flattering. IL is a

favourite gown of mine, as gray, J think, becorùies nme."
1I suppose most things bccome you," says Dugdale, seriouisly.

"That is thc sort of thing any one might say," returrus she, with a slight

but disdaiuful shirug of her shoulders.
M'bat answver Dugdalc might have niade to this half-petulaiit speech can

neyer now be known, as Brandy, entering the roomn at this instant in sornexvhat

noisy fashion, puts an end to the discussion.
.Seeing (iretchen, hc executes a small ivar-dam e on tic threshold, to, show

his surprise at her preselice on the scene and then gives w'ay to speech.

IWelI," lie says, with feigned horror. Il of ail the desperate flirts 1 ever

met with, you, Gretchen, are the worst. I1 arn sadly disappointed in yoti. Not

content ivith driving Scarlett to despair, aîîd Dininont to the verge of suicide,

with reducing a dark and mclancholy stranger, wvith only one eye,-who looked

like Terry's ' arrangement in lampblack,'-to, the thc verge of imbecility, you
corne in hiere now Le, try to destroy Dugdale's pe-ace of mind. But l'Il stand

by you, Dugdale ;so don't give iii. 1 won't sec yoti slaughtered without at,

least giving you a word of warning."
"Brandy, youi've been dining," says Miss Grctclîer, sauicily, and, puitting

her brother aside, makes her escape from the room.
Not tintil Sir John, who retrirned svith them, hias miade lus tardy adieux

and finally departed f-or tie night, does Kitty take her mother into ber confi-

dence and relate to lier the principal event of the day-to, lier. Mrs. Trentaine

in]i lihart is glad of Uic news,-charmed ; it lias puit ant cnd to an anxiety

that troublcd and perplcxcd hicr ; but, mindfuil of the lecture delivered on

Kitty's refusai of old Lord Sugdeîî, she refrains froîn too open a manifestation

of pleasuire. Slie kisses her daughter warmnly, and says orie or twvo correct

things, withi a supprcs.sed sighi of prctended resignation.
I amn glad for yuuir sake," she says, meekly. Il But, dear Kitty, al title

ahvays counits."
IlYou mcan L ord Suigdeîî ?" icturuýs Kitty, readily. "Ves, of' course you

%vould regret that. But lie was old, you know ; and rcrucrnber how'. ugly he
was, and lîow good jack is to look at."

" My dear child, caris are neyer rigly," says Mrs. TIrentaine, but slic smiles
as she says it ; and Kitty knows sîse is gratified more than shec cares to confess
with the ncews just broughit her. lloiv glad all womnen arc to xnarry their
datighters, how sorry to, wed their sons "Shail 1 tell your father, or should
von prefer telling bi yourself?"

Votu can tell papa," says Kitty "and say also tlîat Jack is coming over
to-morrow niorning to speak to him. Gocd-niglît, niamma. I want to find
Gretchen ; 1 have not told licr ),et." Slie kisses lier mother again, and, having
received an injunction îîot to sit tip Loo late, takes lier departure.

'Io l'e roijlinuei.)

KATIES ANSWER.

Och, Kate's a rogue, it is thrue,
But ber eyes, like the sky, are so, bine,

An' lier dimples so swate, an her ankies se, nate,
She dazed and shie bothered me, too-

''l'Ii oie moi nin' we wint for a ride,
Whin, demure as a bride, by my side

The darlint she sat, wid the wickedest bat
'Neath l)urty girl's chin iver tied.

An' my heart, arrab, thin, how it bate!
For my Kate looked 50 temptin' an' swate,

Wid cheeks like the roses an' ail the red posies
That grow in lier garden so nate.

But 1 sat just as mute as the dead,
Till she said, wid a toss of her licad,

"If I'd known that to-day ye'd have nothing to say
I'd have gone wid my cousin instead."

'[hin 1 feit myseif grow very bowld,
For 1 knew she'd not scold if I towld

ITv the love in my heart that would neyer depart
Thoughi I lived to be wrinkled and old.

An' I said: IlIf I dared do so
hi' let go uv tlîe baste an' 'd throw

Bof h arms round lier wvaist an' be stalin' a taste
Uv them lips that are coaxin' me so."

Thin she blushed a more illegant red
As she said, widout raisin' ber bead,

An' her eyes looking down 'neath ber lashes so brown,
IWould ye like nie to drive, Misther Ted ?"I
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CANADIAN W%,OOD ENGRAVFiý3.

7o, the' Isdjtmof the' CANADIAN SPLýCfArOR :

SiR,-X'our correspondent 'Art" appeals to me in your last number on

behaîf of a wood engraver rcsiding iii Montreal. I have îlot the pleasure of

knowing the person nîentioned, nr have I his address. If he or any other

wood engraver desires to do work for our neîv publication, the obx ions course

is to, send speciniens or proofs to the 1 iublishers, îî'lo are only too anxious to

find more good engravers iii Canada.
Yours truly,f.'.(Jri.

Toronto, l)ec. 6tlî, i88e.

Sia,--Nouir correspondent " Spes" Nîcry piropcr1y asks fi oi thuse who

should furnisli sucbi, as our iveli paid (ioverniment and public uuten in parlia-

mnentary life l'or statistics (the latest) as to the Pacific 'Irade and Pacifie

Railway revenue-officiai returîls. 1It is strauîge, as '' Spoeo " well says, that iii

such great argument nîo one, except poor Britannicus as a humble volunteer ini

such a task, lias undertakenl together tue important facts throughout the wvlole

ten years that this subject lias been on the table of p)ublic dlisctussioni. It cost

me sontie littie lab)our to gather thiciii--froni Nue book trade returils lîtlky and

very i)roisiiscuotisly got iup- -for as te airtangcrmen t-cspec*Ially the Britisli

Rettirrus, there is it rnay be said, nione. MIy work ivas l)trely self-imposcd and

for tic argument tieui un biaud in press. 'l'ie cfi gures have inever been ques-

tioned. WVhat lias transpired iii that direction -it. is six years ago since I first

gave the last, and o'ver eleveiî years since first writing oni the subject-has but

coîifirmed, and ini fact niore than contiriied iny predicates, vit., that by the

year of grace i 88e, the aggregate Pacific l'rade iîicluding the Autstialian Colonies

would ainounit to $1,000,000,000 (one thousand nmillioni dollars)-work for haîf
a dozen Paciflc Railways

I send yoit my last pamphlet <li ZP roblcn 'f Ganadaà) on tlîc therne.

But it is not to say this, 1 noiv address iiîysclf to yon, but te offer, as a

"equence of former prelct ions on the subject, a fewv words more imiriediately

as [to The Syndicate Contract niow just laid before us. IL is to bc rcgretted

that the public, so vitally concernied-should not long before this, have bad it

before themn for examination, disscussion, and expression of opinion, in press and

public assemb]y, before what -for aught wc know -rnay prove a snap vote on

the subject-by thc brute force of Il TIhe previons question " "before the

holidays."
I have just rea(l, w~itî :care, the mystery as givenlius iii a ncewsl)aper--a

leading Ilgoverniment organ." If 1 may offer an opinion as to its construction,

1 would say that it is cleverly got up, and seemingly Il vondrous fair," but like

many things beautiful to, the eye, is deadly to the toucli.

i. It, in effect, selis, in a sense, Canada to, the Syndicale.

2. That Syndicate is essentially foreign in its p'ersonnel.

,3. The leading members of the Syndicate are memhers clsiefly interested,

and tlîat to the cxtcný of millions probably, ini rival lines (foreign>) of railway

route,
4, The Charter îvould create a vast and crushing monopoly of tlî c lading

trade transport and travel of the country, for aIl tinie, at rates iiiiics/ricied,

save by the capacity to suifer ini this regard of the inhabitants on the field of

transit, and, to the inany beyond of Britain and the world in gencral intcrested

in the route for transport and persorîal travel.

5. In the absence of any special provision for mail and rnilitary service

difficulties mighit arise to public intcrcst.
6. 'fli no;tey subsidy alone for the prairie section, viz., $ 10,000 per mile

(900 miles), would more than make the road ini that section, as is now being

made (as reported> on the prairie, viz., by simply putting the ties on the prairie

level, without road-bed, wbich. ought to bc raised, to obviate snoîv difficulties.
1 . The gift of the road, without clause for Ilredemption ' at fixed rate, or

advance on prime cost, would, in eifect, be a surrender of the country for ail

time to an essentially foreign proprietary.
8. The said grant creates a dangerous dominancy.

9. What follows trade in those far inland meridians ? Ergs', change cf

flag, sooner or later.
ici. In thîs sense the surrender would be treason to the State ; political.

annihilation to Canada.-
n . The matter in its vital importance to our political existence should be

submitted to the people-at the polis.


