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the warmest of ail colours, and contrasts xvith blue, which is the co]dest and

most retiring of the colours. Then if Nlue and orange, or red and green, or m

yeiiow and pnrple, are placed in juxtaposition it increases thle intensity of the 'h

colours so placed, hence they are called complementary and contrasting colours. csi

Again, if we gaze long upon one of the primraries, the eye, if correct,

becornhes tired, and for relief calls up the coînplementary, as re"d--green: bloc hie

-orange; yellow-purple. The secondaries have iess power than the primaries,

and the tertiaries less than the secondaries. For this reason we find much d

more use made of the tertiaries in the decorative arts now than formeriy. It d

is necessary at ail times to note cieariy the différence betiveen a colour and a tic

tint. Ini the production of' a tint we eînploy white in the inixing with any of de

the colours (we may gradate it as we please) and produce innumerable delicate kn

shades, as light green, or light bine, &c. These tints hold a very pi-ominent ouL

place in the industrial arts, because upon their surface we can arrange the Su

stronger colours in the formi of orniament. And, as in the case of a wood- to

carver, or stone-cutter, when ornamenting a piece of work they must be carefuil

not to, cover up too much of the ground from which the design stands out in a

relief, or confusion foilows. This is aiso the case if you employ an excess of yc

ornameut by placing too great a quantity of bright colour over the plain tint, Y(

destroying what is cailed repose,-an elemnent so essential to good decoration. CI

Muchi of the improper uise of colour arises frorn iack of this quality. A correct li

lýybecomes offended, and when we see a lady dressed in an excess of colour, ci

we look iin vain for repose to tic eye. It is truc we have great variety inC a

Nature, as the evcr-changing cloud-forms, the surging motion of thc sea, or the w

flickering shadows, but thcse have at times that repose whichi appeals so) pica-

santly to us in those tranquil scencs of Nature, as the peaceful vallcy, the piacici (I

river, the cabi. lake, and the serene trorning and cvening. tI

It must Lie gratifying to the fair sex, and every lover of good dcsigîî, to d

note the changes taking place, and the great improvement madie in rnutch of the ti

decorative arts. We have less now of those staring bunches of red roses, tied h

with blue ribbon, or imitation rococo scrolls standing out iri boid relief upon s1

our carpets, nor mlust we forge the life-like Bengal tiger of the hearth-rug. XVù hn

hope their day is past, and are we flot justifled in hoping ? Step into any of q

our stores atid the proprietors wiil inform you that their trade is rapidiy Il

changing ; this is not caused by purchasers buying more expensive wares, but Il

proceeds from a better taste being dispiayed by manuifacturers, and a kccner

appreciation of ivbat is beautiful in the buyers. If the customers demand, thef

suppiy ivili foliow, and that supply wiil be according to the taste of the public.

Vet there must be a harmony of interests between inanuitactulcîs, incrclhants

and purchasers, each stîiving to obtain those wvares who!se vaille arc îuicreaseds

by their heauty. For flic creater diffusion of' correct taste %ve wvali. il) our

schools less clependence tupon patent or cheap and casy mncîlîds of tcaching.

We have no faith iii any CI Royal rond t0 knowiedge -" we waiut teachers capable

of thought themselvcs, and instiiling it mbt thc ininds of others ; wc want more

interest taken in the decorative arts by tlie niasses ; and we saincerciy Ilope that

when the coming exhibition opens, il wili bear evidence flot enly of the sii

but thc taste of our miechanics, and their wares ivill attest blic goodness of' 1

material employed iii their construction, show chaste ornaiucîîtatioui, and hcar

the stanmp of utîlity upon thcm, and that fthe arrangement of thieir goods will

attest that they have given attention to the lawvs ivhich regulabe colour. We

trust the opportunity wiiI be afforded the mechanics to visit the exhibition; that

they wili go there in a spirit which is ever ready to acquire useful knowvledge by

observation, and that the lessons there ohtained may prove beneficial to îhemi.

For tlie use of ant exhibition is to test by actual experience hiow wc compare

with the progress of others. J. [Y. l

A LIFE»S OPPOIRTUNITY.

13V FELTON LEA.

Miss Barbara," said a timely voice, CI do you not think it liard to be

obiiged 10 do work others look down upon you for doing ?11

11J do not. Lucy Annesley," was the emphatic reply, " nor would anyonc

who thought wbiat work really is."
CMyra Bromn," said Miss Baibara, sbarply, Il1 se y'oîir "mile of derision

at both question and answer. Kindiv answer tbis ()ne for y ou. Whiat part or

lot hiad y ou in bringing about your preserit surrouîidiug ?",

"I rcably do not understand your meaninig," faitered the id, notl ha irîg

bargaîned to be caught in bier telegraphie communication svith one of the

bwenty-two, seated on the opposi te side of the aisie.
Il Weii, l'Il putit iî another forru," said Miss Barbai a, grimly. "I lc w

came you to be one of those daughiters who are not required 10 do wvbat a ser-

vant is always at hand to do?"
IlMiss Barbara, you are iaughing at me," said Myra, bier face rosy red, as

she saw the smiles dimpling first one face iben anotber, as slie looked belpiessiy

for one to come to lier rescue, by hazarding an opinion. - 1hlad nothing, of

course, to do wiîb my position. Papa-"
"Neyer îrîind about your papa," interrupted hier mentor. "lYou say you'

had notling Io do wilh it. Now tell ie wlat had Lucy Annesiey Lo do with.

ber present position ?"
Il1 ]lave lioting tol do wil Miss Annesiey," began Myra, deeply o)flen-dei.

"lMyra Brown, do you wish 10 be regarded as possessing the qualities

Lking a gentlewomnan," asked *Miss Barbara, in no unkindly voice; and

ough the weeds so tbickly growing ail round, Myra feit the influence toucbing

e spot not quite covered-"l I take it for granted you do. Tell me, then, who

~igned your lot and that of LucyP"
Myra really looked frightened, so turning to the subdued faces round about

r, slie asked the question of them.

CGod," was the scarcely breathed reply from lier own niiece, Beatrice.

'If, thenl, vouing ladies, you acknowledge that, wborn do you _practicaZy

spise when you draxv your skirts aroiînd you froin fear of contamination ?"

CBut, Miss Barbara," ventured one, "lyou do not think because our posi-

il warrants us in keeping witbin our own circle that ive are necessarily

spising others lower in the social scale. You svould not care to visit ail you

0w ?"

"IC ertainiy not, Ellen, an d neyer wvas such a design possible bo be carried

it. But wbiist friends are beart friends, and interchange visits, lsow many

ch do you make and receive in a year you neyer would if you confined them

your frîends-aimess, useless visits, neither benefiting nor being bencfited ?"

CII give in, Miss B3arbara . you come too close," said the young girl, witb

lauah.
"IBut sve have wandered from the point 1 was aiming to irnpress. 1 wish

ul to think bow nsany people of wealth you crave 10 know, how few of worth

Il care to beslow a tbougbt lapon. It is not for any bo be dictated to in the

îoice of friends; but, young ladies, I arn anxious for you not to go through

fe attracted by the casket, beedless if it be empty or contains a jewel. Wber-

ier you flnd the latter, do not despise it because it rnay be enshrined in a

imon ne. W'herever you meet truth, iuîegriby, uprightness of purpose and

mn, reuîcmbcr yoti lehoid one of the Creator's highcest creations, be hie clotbed

ili flhe dignity of a prince or the ýgarb of the inechanie."

INow, Miss Barbara, just think of nothing higher for inany girls blian t0

iist, cook, iiicnd, and (Io hiousebiold work from thc beginning 10 thec end of

icir ]ives."
If tlic position demiands this at their bands, and they bring conscientiolls

oing of' it thoroughly into the action, tbey have just as much dlaim to ask at

leend of life the question Coesar of Roume did at that of bis--and neither

ave donc a zckit mor-e t/ian t/e other. I leave Miss Fitzroy 10 talk to you of'

piritual tbings, but il bas just struck me forcibly wbab tbe Saviour said before

is deathb: 'I b ave finisbed the work tbou gavest me 10 do.' If the work conri-

sitted to our doing be ruling an empire or sweeping ils cbimneys, the one

uestion will be, How mas it done ? Young ladies, wiil you lct your work be

.iiiing fimie xvitl trifling and sipping at ils so-cailed pleasures? If so, you

Aust sec the transposition in the end,-Time kiiling you."

Miss Barbara sat down with the same energy she had aI first started 10 hier

et, and watched with ber keen glance the young forms as they silently with-

lrew. As the door closed, sbe stepped down quickiy, passed through the

~acant seits, and on-ce more stood in the midsb of the now animiated group.

"TBcatrice Violet a",nd two loving faces looked mbt bers. CI see a

tiauge face amongst us"and flic former exclaimed IlOh1, Aunt Barbara, I

ecaiiy oro tisis Miss Ciayton, a friend of Ellen's I only inîroduced bier 10

V1iolet as %ve entered for lecture. Shie is froin tbe country of tbc Stars and

trps'was flie merry illusion bo tbc young girl wbo now came forward with

outstretched baud.
CNoue tbc lcss welcome for that," said Miss Barbara witlb a true Briton's

shake. CI Voit vill ail stay with us,, I hiope, to-day," she added.

lb w-as rcfreshiug 10 liear the different cries of Il Miss Barbara," wonder,

fICasuire, gratification and eveîy other such feeling was expressed in the one

naine. Turning tiîcnt ovèr 10 the care of Beabrice and Violet, it was a pleasant

sighit lu ber 10 sec ail tîsose younig girls just budding into ivoranbood and yet

pînyful as very chiidren wheni cul off from the stiff starcbed unnatural manners

of flic incipient womcue of fashion.
"IMary, do gel boid of Myra Brown and try svbab you can do with her,

I have not the patience she requires ; a word frorn you inay rouse hier 10 think

-and there is a young American amongst tbem 10 be made feel at borne."

"lAil righb, Barbara," wvas the cheerful response. IlLet them have a good

finie outside, then we wvill scaîber a littie more seed."

i aber on the group of girls somewbiat thinncd as other engagements

demauded their presence, but none tbc less merry and anirrnated were gatbered

round tiw- cotuch of Miss Fitzroy wbose beart yearned with a motberly tender-

necss over cach one. Iislber own peculiar manner slie drew one and another

int expressîin of thouglit and feeling on one subjeet or other, and with a

directness few bave the gift of possessing clotbed it with a new meaning not

easily to be forgoîten.
It is isot in human nature for cither sex to be inidifférent t0 the companion-

ship) of tbe other, and tise pulsations of young lsearts quickened wben Mr.

Ralph Brantion, svith bis two nephews, and the Flou. Mr. Fitzroy eldest son of

Lord Somerset and nephew of tbe I-Ion. Misses Fitzroy, entercd the room.

"Atint Barbara'," said tbc latter gentleman miscbievously, Il which ought I

to admire inost tbe flowers outside or those witlsin ?
CI l yoii are onie of those individuals wbo never knowv how t0 make up

thecir owil inid, yoîî bave applied 10 flic wrong person for assistence. But,

Eituiuy. talk coininon senise," said Miss Barbara, empliatically.
.1 Volet," lic called, CI as Aunt Barbara generally infornis youi 'vili tyseif,

we bave not mtîci of that comsmodity, upoeyoi corne over 10 Ibis side of

Aunlies coucb, and shc ivili belp us t0 gel over our deficicy.

I ans leaving you in tise lurclb," wvas the playful rejoiner, "l for Aunt

Barbara told mie tbc other day I was getbing to shape ideas iih sorne sen 1se,

and gave promise of hecoming a wvoman wîth a few brains, so, Fitzroy, I will

not rob you of aîîy portion of Aunbie's bounty. You rnay outstrip me yeb, but

I wilI be generous anîd leave you the chsance."
"lOnce gel hold of your uncie," hie wbispered coming to bier side CIand

you desert evcrybody cise.",
ICould flot do such a îhing, sir," she said sauciiy, CI s0 do flot be spitefuil

becauise Au inb Parba ra corrected vLon."

i How unmistakaby thie training of each betrayeciitself. How uincousciotnsly


