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Many different opinions have been ex-
pressed in reference to the new county
council bill, some going so far as to say
that it was entirely unnecessary.  As far
as we can learn, this feeling is con-
fined principally to representatives in the
present councils whose chances of election
in a district are doubtful, and to the
small village municipalities which, in “all
cases, will be merged into adjoining dis-
tricts for county council purposes. The
idea of the new bill is that every member
of the county council should be a repre-
sentative of the whole county, and
although some municipalities may not
have a resident representative, we do not
think they will have cause for complaint.
The bill 1s a legislative response to public
opinion, and the failure of the present
county councils to meet the requirement
of existing conditions,

A few years ago a special committee

was appointed to consider the reform of
the county council system. The great
majority of those interested at that time
were in favor of the reduction, and that
legislation on the subject should be com.
pulsory.
In 1892 the Legislature submitted a
draft bill to the councils of the province,
and many valuable suggestions were re.
«ceived, During the past ten years as
‘many different bills, dealing with (this
-question, have been introduced, so that
ithe new bill is not a piece of hasty legisla-
‘tion, but an important enactment which
has been forced upon the Government
after years of careful consideration.

It is not right to condemn a new
measure until it has been thoroughly tried,
If it is not found to work satisfactorily it
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can be repealeq or amended, and in this
way it will no doubt receive as much
attention as the other municipal acts.
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The division of the counties into dis-
tricts will soon occupy the attention of all.
Every municipal officer should take an
interest in securing the best possible divi-
sion of his county. Broad and indepen-
dent ideas should take the placz of the
petty spirit of localism and prejudice,
The dual vote with the power of any voter
to cast both votes for one candidate will
protect the smaller municipalities, and
enable them or other minorities to secure
a proportionate representation whether the

minority be that of locality, politics or
creed.

%
*

The election of county councils by dis-
tricts may have a deteriorating effect on
the membership of local councils, many of
whose members now look forward to the
periodical holiday at the county town as
the only pleasant duty they have to per-
form. We would suggest that, notwith-
standing this, the efficiency of the local
councils may be improved by electing

councillors for a term of years, to retire in
rotation.
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The preparation of voters' and statute

Tabor lists will occupy the attention of

most clerks during this month. Although
many prefer to re-write the voters’ list each
year from the assessment roll, we recom-
mend the correction of a copy of last
year’s list, to save time and avoid €errors,
This is quite a consideration with the
clerks of the larger municipalities,

We have, at different times, published
communications from clerks who have
systems of their own for the preparation
of the voters’ list, but we haye yet to see
a plan that we would care to adopt in
preference to the one we recommend,

In the preparation of the statute labor
lists some knowledge of the situa‘ion of
the roads of the township and of the vari-
ous divisions is necessary ; no suggestions
that we could make would be of any
assistance, A map of the township, show-
ing the roads in the statute labor divisions,
15 most desirable, and no matter how (he
work is done, it generally occupies more
time than the preparation of the voters’
lists.

The coliector’s roll can very properly be
commenced as soon as the court of revi-

sion of the assessment roll is over., The

first duty of every township clerk should

be to check the assessment roll and see
that each lot is in the proper school sec-
tion. The total of each section should
then be ascertained. Our plan of doing
this work is to transfer on separate sheets

the assessed value of each lot in the differ-
ent  school sections, leaving a space
between the columns for entering the
school rates hefore transferring them to
the collectct’s roll. Some clerks prefer
to prepare their collector’s roll according

of the clerks make a copy. of -Sodn}‘(’}t’-:
the assessments as is require il
information of the collector and :
school rates in the manner W

referred to.
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It is the duty of the cotmft)'I c:s.,
this year to equalize the rolls 0 e
when apportioning the countly'ls of 1
1896 to use as a basis the ro.l 5
as equalized by the councl vl y
The valuation of assessed prqﬂen_
great extent a matter of opm;“?a t’ ;
just relation is needed soO t‘table ‘
rates may be levied in an €quItiTo,
ner in all local mumcnpahnes-ho At
left 1o the judgment of those W e
conduct the ¢qualization, and Wt " ali
to their local knowledge, are bet?t 4
The equalization report, as adOPb a9
be confirmed in the form of t;d };hef
any municipality is f:ln’satw.ﬁf e e
appeal from the decision ©
within ten days.

——

Courts of Revision.

After the return of the'assessme:;
which should be on the first Of‘es ‘
soon after as possible, all pa_rtﬁ iy
have fourteen days in Whlcment- 7
appeals against their assess e
first requirement of a vah(_i as e
that the assessor in assessmg ol
for every person named on t 'en
dent or havin% a placi1 osfe:glt ”
the municipallty, an 2 e
every non-resident who has fh:-s:bf@b
the roll, a notice of the sum 10 hat
real and personal propertyfthe fo
assessed. Aftertheexptrauon_om v
days from the date of thg retu
the clerk is required to give tent :
of the date on which the o:oull‘o o
will hold its first sitting, and a Sa it of &
the residence of (he assessor : ot
complaints made against his 'r:“com
all persons in respect to who 0 rinll
has been made. When consi urti
appeals the members of the‘ yiole
find that the assessor has, in .
made errors in the assessme:’h-
purpose of correcting these mplai
tend the time for making c0e Fse
days later. All persons wbo?d s
they intend to consider shou .
days' notice, and for this pmt. :
assessor may be the complain
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Tuw Game Laws,—The l'tilling’w,
or immediately after lenvm%; o be
hibited. A license to hunt m i
the fee for which is to be $2. oupd!
licenge are to be two ship u:lg S
which is attached to eac g the. ¢
on shipment, and cancelled by Al
arrival at point of destlnatwnéo b O
hunting season commences onm 1 ‘&.N )
venison is to be shipped ut; o chat
and not withont a coupon & s in
or parts of counties may he 83 g
it shall be unlawful to kill ze
prohibited from shooting ma}x;e b
or cariboo before 1st Novem he’on

BaKkksitors.—Provision has o
inspection and regulation of suc



