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COMMEROIAL INTERRST {N FLAX.
(COMMUNICATED. )

1s has been sinted that in Upper Canada 10,000
acres of flix were growa in the year 1864, aond
that 50,000 acres will be grown shis year; this,
at ibe vaie of 12 bushels uf seed per acre, at $1 50
pet basbel, and 300 Ibs. of fibre per acre, value!
at from §8 io $10, per 100 1bs,,* would vealize the
sow of $2,250,000, by which farmers and othe:S
will be largels benefised; but oot nexr to that
exient which might he accomplished by » more
improved system of caliirating urd wrepaving the
ciop. The prices of flax in Treland at present
rauge from 49s. to 72s. sig. per ewi. of 1121bs.; and
some lots of their very worst flux beings 30s. per
cwi., or aboui as much as is stated to be the ave-
rage of Canadian flux. 300 lbs. of Bore per acre
i~ given as ihe average for Cunada, 630 ibs. per
ac-e for leeland. fa fact, che quantity is wore
than double, the rate of price is duuwble, and tho
s.fne exiens of yeound sown in Ireland prodaces
from ihree o four times the amouat of woney it
would do in Cionda. This is not the fault of
Canadino soil or cliinaie, for it will grow flax
equal to ihe bese ivish; it is altogeiher owing io
the sysiems of cuiivation and preparation of the
crup. The quauticy of seed per acie si>wn in
Canadus has been proved by experieace both in Ive-
laad and other parts of Eavope, o he qui ie insufi-
ciens. ‘L'he gquulity of ibe veed sowh is wlso much
iufeiior to ilrat sown in reland—il is the produce
ol coarse, short branchy flax, much superior no

e

doubt to the United States seed, bot moch inferior

to Lurvopean. It is grown in Canada year afterv

year, *“like begethug like ;” and the mode of pre-

puraiion in usual practice is also cnlenlated to give
nothing bat aun inferior qualiiy of fibre; ia fact
C:madu, is growing and prepaving flax afier the old
svstems which were loug in use ia Ireland, but
have beea abandoned geanerally during the last
twenty years. It would be well that this subject
should be cousideved, not wmerely by farmers but
by the commercial inierests,

* The mtes adopted by M. Donaldson in lus Repori made (o
the Committes on Agriculture inJd o.ly last.

Whben flax had risen to ‘s high figure in Barope
ia the early part of the present century, any one
in Treland could make a profit by the growth of
flax, of a quality no better than that now produced
in Canada, but prices fell, and the growth of flux
in Ireland gradually became less and less. In
1818, 52,014 acres were grown, and in 1815 it had
increased to 148,124 aores, but the European wars
being euded by the batile of Waterloo, checked
the upward tendency of prices, and flax becom-
ing a less profitable crop, in 1816 only 93,665 ; in
1822, 76,809 ; in 1847, 58,312 ; aud iu 1848, 54,000
acres of flax were grown im Ireland, We then
agnin find flax growiog exiending in that country;
in 1849,60,000; 1850, 91,000 ; 1362, 150,070; 1863,
214,661 ; and in 1864, 300,944 acres. For many
years afier 1815, the Irish were unable to compete
with the Belgians and others move skilled in the
caltivation and preparation of flax, and owing
to tbe increased demand caused by the intro-
daociion of spinving mills into Ireland, they were
uoable to get a sufficiency of their own home-g\own
flzx, when some clear-sighted practical man set
about to discover how the evil could be remedied.
The Rovar Frax IMecoveMenT SociErY was formed,
enqoiries were set on foot, and it was soon dis-
covered tbat the reason why Irish farmers could
not grow flax to compeie with the Belgian, was
simply because of ihe supevior skill of the latter.
Tostruciors were procured and sent amongst the
farmers, pointing ot to them the most approved
methods at every stage of the business. L'he value
of this is evidenced in the fact that flax is now
grown there fully equal to the best Belgian; and
though the population of that Island has decreased
about three millions since 1846, we find its culti-
vation of flax has extended from 54,000 in 1848,
t0 300,944 acres in 1864, In these figures and facts
there is an important lesson for Canada. There
are wavy who may be startled by the assertion
that the sum of $2,250,000, which will be the value
of the firmers’ crop of this year at the rates here
estimated, is Jitile more thao one-half of what might
be obtained by tbo adoption of move improved sys-
tems of cultivation, and by the proper selection of
seed for sowing ; for the produce of fibre now esti-
maled at 300 lbs. could casily be increased to the
Ivish average of 650 lbs. per acre, or even to equal

-some of the prime Irish erops, which have reached

the rate of 900 or even 1,000 Ibs. per acre. By thus
increasing the quantiiy of fibve, no doubt the
profits of the seed crop would be‘lessened, hat not
abaadoied.  The saviug of the seed is at present

. great object in the .economy of careful and skill-

ful Trish flax growers, though until lately they ne-

glected to take advantage of this branch of: profit,



