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Under the vigorous general-

The Jamaica Disaster ship of Sir Alfred Jones im-

; mediate steps are being taken

to rebuild the unfortunate City of Kingston. If Canadian
architects and builders haven’t enough work to do at
home, Jamaica offers an inviting field for their services.

The loss of time and money
occasioned by strikes even in
—n Canada with its comparatively
small population, is strongly emphasized by statistics
just issued by the Department of Labor at Oitawa.
During the year ending June 3oth last, there occurred
130 trade disputes, involving 518 firms and 18,513
work people. The loss of time due to these disputes
was 343,800 working days, which, estimating the aver-
age wage at $2.00 per day, means a loss in dollars and
cents of three quarters of a million dollars. This tidy
sum would go a long way towards providing the strikers’

families with food, clothing and fuel throughout the
present winter.

The Strike Evil

——

In collecting the data for the
review of building orerations
tor the year 1906, for our
December issue, we were advised by the City Clerk of
London, Ont., that no detaiis of building operations in
that city were available. The only information to be
obtained was an approximate estimate of the total
expenfliture on buildings during the year, and nothing
Was given to show the basis for this estimate. Further
enquiry shows that no record is kept ot building opera-
tions for the ity of London, a rather astonishing fact
and one which is not creditabie to a city of such impor-
tance. It is further learned that there i

: : re is no system of
ingpection of buildings. ~Specifications for new build-
ings are, we understand, passed upon by the City En-
gineer, but there is no inspector to see that the specifi-
cations are lived up to. This is far from being a sat-

London Keeps
No Building Records

isfactory condition of affairs. It is time that the city
should decide to be up-to-date and in line with other
municipalities in this matter of keeping a records of its
building operations and in establishing a system of
inspection which should insure the use of proper
methods ot construction.

A prominent contractor writes

T’:&'?él.f:&'u"&““ the Canadian Architect and
£ B, Builder as follows in response to

a request for his opinion regarding the advantages of
technical education in the building trades :—Technical
training is only of use in such subjects as the pupil finds
congenial to his tastes or adapted to his capabilities.
I have in my employ one young man who graduated
in several subjects in the London, Eng., schools. The
man above referred to has benefited about as much
from his special training as a hen would from swimming
lessons ; he is naturally dull, and only capable of earn-
ing minimum wages at rough work. A few days ago
he was working at excavating ; a waggon came one
morning with a broken bottom board, leaving a hole
about a foot long ; this young fellow shoveled earth
into the waggon and down through the hole ; if I had
not stopped him he probably would have kept on till
the hole was full. I set him to work to sweep
plasterers’ rubbish out of a large hall, and told him to
open the windows at both ends and take advantage of
the strong wind. He opened the windows, but swept
from the wrong end of the hall, against the wind.
Technical training is a good thing, I believe, but when
a man is looking for a job it does not help his case
much by claiming that he has had a technical training.

Considerable discussion ‘h.ﬂ’
Toronto’s Housing taken place in the Toronto daily

Problem. papers as to the means whi.ch
should be adopted to remedy the condition <tk
existing in the locality formerly known as > Joh
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