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MONTREAL NOTES.

The beginning of May as usual set in motion a con-
siderable volume of building operations, the first step
in which is in many cases the demolition of old pro-
perties. This fate has overtaken an interesting group
of little old stone buildings at the corner of Craig
street and St. Urban streets, where the Montreal
Light, Heat & Power Company are about to build.
The appearance of Victoria Square is to be altered by
the erection of two ten storey blocks. At the corner
of Craig street and the squarz, Mark. Fisher Sons &
Company are to have a new fire proof building, with
frontage of 83 feet and 77 feet, faced with Grey Canyon
stone upon a granite base. In design the building fol-
lows the type of the Bank of Ottawa and the Sovereign
Bank, in St. James street, and many other tall build-
ings. That is to say it consists of a series of five plain
stories, set upon a pedestal which includes the three
lowest floors and surmounted by two more ornate
stories, the windows of the lower of which occupy a
frieze below the main cornice, whilst those of the upper
form an architectural ‘attic’ above the cornice. In
streets of ordinary widths this type has the defect that
the component parts of its design cannever be seen
together. It is more suited, as in this case, toa square
where there are points of view from which the eye can
take in the whole design at once. A more series de-
fect in the design of tall buildings generally however is
that they are almost always built with only one or two
faces even endeavoring to shew any beauty of form.
They stand up like towers among the older buildings
—towers of a lob-sided and maimed description—and
cropping up spasmodically as they do, each flaunting
this same painful vice, the total effect, as exemplified
in New York City, is jerky and untidy. Is it perhaps
too much to expect ot modern human nature to make
the back of a thing decent even when it is as much in
evidence as the front.

The other tall building about to be erected in
Victoria Square is the Eastern Townships Bank at the

corner ot St. James street.

This also is to be of ten
stories.

It is proposed to spent about $500,000 upon it.
The plans of the new building on Drummond street,
for the Natural History Society’s Museum, have been
prepared by Messrs. Taylor, Hogle & Davis. Besides
the museum rooms there is provided a lecture hall to
accommodate seven hundred people, a smaller lecture
hall, and committee rooms and offices. A praiseworthy
decision of the society is to employ in the construction
only material of local origin. It is a refreshing piece
of good sense in these days when there is a sort of
craze to ransack the earth in seach of something no
better than what is to be had at home,—to resolve to
make the best of the good things that are at our own
doors.  When Solomon or whoever is responsible for
the proverb spoke of the eyes of a fool being in the
ends of the earth he surely wished to inculate some
such homely wisdom as this.

It is understood that the question of the mountain
outlook is now on the eve of being definitely settled; if
s0, credit is due to the action of the P. Q. A, A., whose
committee on civic improvements has been using its
influence in the matter. It is true that the scheme has

not yet passed the stage so often fatal to schemes of

the kind, that is to say, the calling of bids for contract.

The work has, however, been arranged with extreme
simplicity, being simply a semi-circular terrace walk
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STORE IN PHILLIPS' SQUARE.
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