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Then take our friends the manufacturers. If the vice-
president ai the Association in Montreal vaices thecir senti-
ments they stand sadly in need af education. This gifted
gentleman amongst ather things says that the fii-c insurance
business in Canada is in a bad way-somce af the leading
lights in te business taid hima so. He praceeds tu, tell us
how we shouid conduct oui- business. As a prelimainary he
suggests reductians in ,rates, And why? Because same
Amnerican companies fallawing modern and up-to-date
methods camne aver inta, Canada and write business ait one-
lufth or one-sixth aur rates, and do it at a profit. This would
b. a seriaus arraignment if truc, but it is not truc. There
are oniy twa kindi ai American campanies that camne inta
Canada by the. underground route-tii. wild cats and the
factary mutuals. The wild cati certainily do business ut a
profit for their business oniy amonts ta coilecting pr-
mniums; as they don'tpi-etend ta pay lasses, their business
iuit af necessity be aIl profit.

Then as ta thse factory mutuals, they don't do business
at a pi-ofit because they ai-c mutuais. Wheni a canccrn goci
into the Iist of the mutuals they ut once asuetie position
ai iùsurer as weli as assured, and they can't teli what it is
gaing ta cast. It may be, as it should bc, that the rate
chargcd by the. stock campanies is more than the cost for
any given time in the multuals, but it is s0 bcause the price
is fixed, arnd no matter wha.t the experience miay bc we can-
flot get any mai-e.

But I dIo nat think the vice-president in Montreai did
voice thse sentiments ai the Maniifacturers' Association. 1
see that the. body have warkcd out a sceee of in-,
ourance af their own, and they have wisely deterinied ta

Write smaIl lines and ta, charge the saine rates as the huie
campanies. On the whole, I think the nuanufactuirers xnuy
be leit ta themselves. If they go on with tbat insurance
scheme tbey will get their education ut tii-st baud.

W. next corme to the civic authorities. There is vi-gin
mail ta, work upon if youl will. Tiie average eity futher looks
tpon the underwriteri as bis hereditary foe. In Mantreai the.
genus is developed ta pei-fection. In that city at the last
civie election the insurance question was ta the fore. 1
can't say that it was an issue because the defeated as weli
as thse elected came out just as strangly. It was a plank in
the Mayar's platiom, as well as in those ai maît ai the
aldermen, that if elected h. would work witb, uniremitting
energy, and neyer let up until be bas accamplishied his pur-
pose. What purpase, do yau suppose? Wby a reduction ai
insurance rates!I Neyer a ward about affording the citizens
better protection fur their property against fi-el Wbiat cure
h. tiiaugb xild alarms break upon the midnighit air, ard the.
sky became lui-id witls tbe glow ai burning property; the
rates inuit came down I Wbat tbougbi the. insurance con-
punies be losing maney band aveu' it; the. rates inuit conme
down t

Now the. aldermen are flot bad fellows when youi know
them, and they dispiuy fair average intelligence w hen you
get theni an any subject other tharr insurance. Wauld it
not b. possible to teacii tiien something about insuiranice?
Is the case hopeleas? I think nat. 1 think the. day will
corne wiien city caunecils will consider this question, flot
iron the. standpoint ai what it is going to caît, but haw
perfect cuis the protection b. made, and papulur opinion wili
flot allow thcmn ta view it ins any other way. Thse saine
prineiple that prompts a man ta sp.nd ten ta fifteen thou-
sund dollars in pratectinig a couple ai hundred thousand
dollars in value in hiu stor, or facto-y, will prompt the corn-
munity ta spend money with an equaîly luvish hand ta pi-e-
vent and save loss fri-an i-e. Wheii thut day cames, alder-
men need nat sit up nigbts thinking about insurance rates-
they will came down.

But we inust carry this education propuganda a little
lurtiier, namely, ta tIse Pi'ovincia1 LegisIatures. They don't
bother uis much, except ta, tax uis. W. don't abject. W. are
pi-epai-ed ta pay oui- fair sure, butwhy don't they go a step
furtiier and tax those moadern and up-to-date cancerns tbat
came in an& do btîiness witiiout conti-ibuting anything ta
tue public treasury. On. province, Manuitoba, has already
aflticipated aur wishies in tbis respect, so perhaps it might

uiot be a difficuit matter to educate the other Provincial Legis-
latures up to the beauties of augmenting their revenues ini
lake, ianner.

And lastly, Ottawa. Up there they undertake ta regu-
late the insurance business of Canada. They insist upon our
putting Up a deposît and keeping up our reserves. They
supervise our methods, and make us toe the mark generaiiy.
Now why do they do ail this? Certainly flot at ou- requcst.
We don't consider it necessary ta our wel-fare, or that it
benefits us in any way. They do it for the protection of the
public. And yet we are told on the authority of the vice-
president of the Manufacturers' Association in Montreai, that
the creain of the manufacturai risks in Canada are bcîng
written in these modern and up-to-date conccrns that corne
into Canada withaout let or hindrance, and openiy violatte
the law.

If we mention this at Ottawa we are told the law îs there,
lay the information. But if the reason for the law is sound
whly shauild it dvve upon us to iay the information? We
ha\ven'it asked for the law, we feel that w. don't need it. We

bieeit is in the public interest, but in a narrow sens. that
is no coneern of ours. But if it b. admitted ta be in the.
public interest why docs flot the law go furthcr and prateet
the public? A few seeds scattered at Ottawa xnighit bear
fruit.

Sa you sec, gentlemen, the memnbers of the Insitrane
Instituite have qluite a proagi-ammne eut out for thoni, and they
ran aeconiplish muiicb if they but qualify.

FIRE INSURANCE MATTERS.

Recently the Gerînian Minuster of Public Works was peti-
tionied ta aillow of the construction of "sky-scrapers' in Beriun
and other cities, Tt was pointed ont that the present liita-
tion of the. height of buildings, namely, ta seventy-four feet,
was untcalIed for in view of modern methods of steel construc-
tion. This cailed forth the rejainder fi-rn the Governinent th*t
thc danger fi-rn tire hand b)y no means been eliminated by steel
framing, and instances were cited irons thîs sîde #,f the At-
lantic inlic people situaite in the higher stories could flot
bc rescuied whien ire hiad broken out in the low.r part of the.
buildings, and whcre it had proved impossible ta get water higli
enouigb ta extinguish, the fiames;. Anather objection ta the
remnoval oi the prescrnt restrictions was that suich remaoval
woild doubtless leadt to an ci-a of wild i-eu estate speculation.

That arganized labor by its high-handed methods and con-
tintied dernands for increased wages mnay kill the goose that
laid the golden eggs-not only ini the nari-ower sense ai lois
of employm.ent, but in permanent injury ta certain industries-
is indicated by the substitution of concrete for brick and stone.
This tcndency bas i-eceived a gi-eut impetus fi-rn the. mode ai
construction adapted by the. contractai-s for the New York sub-
WaY, Which is af concret. reiniforced by steel. Not anly bas
the use of conci-ete i-educed the. cost ai the work by permitting
the. employment oi unskilled labor, thus rendering the contrac-
tars largely independent of bricklayers ai-d niasons; it bas pi-e-
vented strikes and the. delays incident thei-eto-N.Y. Economist

The. Manitoba Fire Assurance Company, of which the nan-
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