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INuLE Corika, b CkNTs,

HE THAT WILL NOT WHEN HE MAY,

2y VICTOR NUGOo,

I had not thought of love nnd Rore;
Roze walkod nmong tho woods with mo;
Of this and that wo spoke, who knows
llow idle words may bo?

[ scemed as cold as stone; pndstill
With boyish, listloss step I went;

[ apoke of troes, fluwers—whaut you will,
Ier swoet cyes wonderod what 1 mount.

The dew had gifts to give of peurly,
The chestuut tree had lenfy vails;

1 listencd to the mocking merlea,
Rose listened to the aightingulos.

Rixteen was I, with sullen air,
Twenty was sho, with shining oyos;
Tho nightingaloa munde songs of her—
fme the merles made mockories.

Rose, a8 an arrow straight was sho,
Ilor fair arms quiverud in the light,
Plucking n blorsom frum a troo;
1 did not sec the flowor was white.

A little stroam through velvet moss
A shining silver channel mudo;

Nature and nuontide, umorous,
Were gleesping in the silont shado.

Rose took hor sundal off. and sct—
I see hor innoeout shy air—

Her fuir foct mid the moeses wet 3
1 did not mark her foot was fuir.

1 had no word to sny tho while

1 followed through the woodls, but }
Noted her lips n moment =mile,

A moment open to n sigh.

Until wo left that quiot pluce,
did not know that she was sweot ;
* We'll think no more of it,” sho says
Ah! now I always think of it.

[RRGIBTERED in accordanco with tho Copyright Ace.
of 1868.1

THE BEAB WITNESS ;

OR,

LILLIAN’S PERIL.

BY MRS, LEPROHON.

CHAPTER XVI,

ATHERTON PARK,

The carriage sent by DMrs. Atherton for Mar-
gnret Tremaine bore the latter rapidly on her
way to Atherton Park, and it wans with no
small amount of trepldation and inward mis-
glving that the shy, timid girl pussed under its
bLroad portal, and followed the gorgeously ap-
parrelled footman up a broad tesselnted stair-
case. The stntoly splendour of the mansion
and its belongings, the soarlet and orange glories
of the imposing looking men-servants who
lounged in the hall, tho glimpses of suites of
rooms, brilliant to Marguret’s unsophisticated
eyes as visions of fairy land, added to her
shrinking embarrassmeont, and as she romem-
bered that she wns about to face the mistress of
all this splondour, she al t wished herself
baok again in the bare dreary chumbers of Tre-
maine Court.

The man ushered hor into a drawing-room,
which, at first sight, appeared & wilderness of
gorgeous furniture, gleaming white statuettes,
and fragrant hot-house flowers in costly porce-
lain vases. Whilst she was advanoing with
painful haliing effort up the room, a side door
opened, and a tull, florld-looking woman, in a
magzniticent purple silk, and cap decorated with
roses, and long blonde streamers, entored.

Of course this must be the lady of the house,
and, with a timid bow and hesitating volce,
Margaret introduced horself, and * hoped Mrs,
Atherton was well.”

The portly lady smiled graclously, ¢« Yes,
Mrs. Atherlon was well, and would be ready to
recelve her guest presently, She—the portly
lady-—was not Mrs. Atherton, but Mrs. Fonnel,
the bousekeeper, in short, Mrs, Atherion’s re-
presentative, manager and companion. She
would now bring Miss Tremaine to her own
room and help her to undress.”

More surprises for Margaret in the passing
glimpses she obtained of splendid bedrooms and
richly-carpeted corridors, a surprise crowned by
the sight of her own room, which was a perfeot
wonder of rich and graceful adornment.

«'When.you want anything, Miss Tremaine,
please touch this bell, as I am doing, aud Hes-
ter, the girl who walis on these rooms, will bo
entirely at your disposal. She iIs a good, smart
creature, and I bope you will like her. Now,

will you have & glass of wine or n cup of tea?

‘You must take one or the other, for Mrs. Ather-
1.01}' ordered it, and her wishes must be obey-
ed.

s A cup of tea then,” rejoined Margaret, afraid
to refuse.

Hester, smiling and tidy, here made her ap-
pearance, and on ihe visitor's. hastily declaring
she wanted no assistance whatever, asked some
question of Mrs. Fennel in an undertone, and
then left the apartment. She soon re-appeared
with a tray containing some bisouits and o
small though superbly chased sllver tea service.
Mrs. Fonnel, with magnificent condescension,
sugared and creamed Margaret’s tea, Informing
her at the snmo timo how many yoars sho had
llved with the family, and how entirely thé
management of the lmmense houschold fell on
her shoulders.

s None but & woman of strong and superior
mind could be equal to it, Miss Tremaine, and
if you knew the troublo I havo merely with
those .two lazy, hulking footmen of owrs, to

- make,thom wear their full lvory at all times
_and sonsons, you'd pity me. They ray it's all

‘very well when Ara, Atborton is in Loudon, but

-moro suited to my feelings and thoughts will
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that it's not necessary to be s0 ceremonlous |
here. But knowing what is due to our family, :
Iam as firm us iron, and insist on keeping up
the same stylo as If the house were crowded
with compuny. No more tea, Miss Tremaine?
Woell, we'll go to Mrs. Atherton now; she's In
her own parlor.”

Down through long corridors and halls, past
open windows, some filled with hanging plants,
till at last they paused before u closed door, at
which Mrs, Feunel lightly knocked. They
entored, and o slight, fragile old lwly, dressed
with grent neatness and simplicity, rose to
meet them.

#This is Miss Tremaine, ma’am,” said the
housckeeper respectfully, as she placed a clalr
for the guest and then disappenred.

Kindly Mrs. Atherton camo forward, and
taking Margaret’s two lhands in her's, atloo-
tionately kissed her.

«You arg most welcome, my dear young
friend! My only fear is that you may some-
times ind us Aull here, but in your present deep
mourning you would, perhaps, havo scarcoly
wished it otherwise.” '

«Nelther now nor at any other time, Mra.
Atherton. Independently that the striot seclu-
ston in which I have been brought up has ren-
dered mo shy nnd embarrassed, 50 much so that
in the presence of strangers I feel wrotchedly
11l at ense, an affection of the hip, from which [
have suffercd since childhood, not only inca-
pacitates mo from joini in the 1
or exorolses of girls of my age, but renders me
at timeos a miserable invalid. Ahb, Mrs. Ather-
ton, it I8 you who will find 3ne dull, and I won-
der now at my venturing to accept your invi-
tation, kindly and pressingly as It was word-
ed.”

A gontlo pressurc of the hand was the encour-
aging reply, and Mrs. Atherton's soft voice
whispored:

#God must love you very deurly since, young
as you are, ho has tried you so severcly. DMuoh

be tho companionship of one like yourself, who
has known sorrow, than that of somo bright,
gay girl who would find my presence & wenri-
some restraint on her meorriment and joyous
spirits. But doés your sister, the secoret of
whoso disnppearance my son is detormined on
fathoming, at all resemble you

“«Not In the slightest. Beautiful as I am
plain; healthy, gifted, jovous, as I am slekly,
slow and dull, a more perfeet contrast could not

be Imagined.”

] see from your description, setting aside,
of course, your unjust seit-depreciation, thatthe
fccount glven me by Neville is correct. How |
woukl llke to behiold this regal young beauty,
about whom my ustally reticent son grows clo-
quent 1” .

ss Mrs. Atherton, I am determined on finding
her.”

# And so Is Neville, WIillingly 1 promiso my

| feeble help; let us hope that our unjted eflorts

may prove successful!
Atherton himsel(”

The reception tendered by the latter to Mar-
garet was most cordinl, and as he alluded to
thetr relationship, and the mutual claims 1t es-
tablished between them, bis manner suvored
more of the kindliness of a brother than of o
mere acquaintance. a

With a rapldity whieh the young girl could
scarcely have hoped for, sho fouid herself on
the most familiar footing with her new friends,
and in that stately mansion, whose magniti-
cetice had at first overwhelmed her with uwe,
more truly at home than sho had over done in
Tremaine Court. Quickly, too, she guve her
confidence to the gontle lady, who listonced with
such tender sympathy to the history of her
young life's troubles, tho recitul of which brought
tears to those eyes that rarely wept.

After a time Margurot overcama sufliciently
her habitual shyness to talk more unrestraltied-
1y in Colonel Atherton’s presence, and to repoat
her simple tale, which she did entirely with the
view of Justifying Lillian’s sudden flight from
home; and deeply his dark cheek flushed, and
augrily his eyes lit up as he Hstened to that
narrative of wrong and injustice. One evening
that the three were seated In the deopening
twilight, Margarot recounted the stormy Inter-
view between Lilllan, her father and Mre.
Stukely, us told to her by ber sister herself, and
which had led to the latter’s sentence of ox-
patrintion from home. Noville Atherton sprung
to his feot and puced up and down the room,
ovidently much moved.

s# Brave, noble-minded girl!” he at length
ejaculatad; ¢ her heart and mind are worthy of
hor rare beauty. Obh, that somue inspiration
would whispor us where to seek her! Miss Tro-
maine, as you already know the carefully-word-
cd advertisements I have inserted in every
paper in the connty have been of no avall, and
I would advise you to drive to Chester Junction
to-morrow, put up at the hotel where she wns
Inst seon, and inake all posstble onquiries nbout
her, I have been alrendy there inyself, and

But here comes Col.

MRE. ATHERTON CAME FORWARD, AND TAKING MARGARET'S TWO HANDS IN UERS, AVFECTIONATELY KISSED HER.

could learn nothing; bul a womuan’s proverbinl
wit muy succeod where that of o man has fafl-
ed. Tho landlady seems o sort of half-stupiad
crenture, unusuully reticent, but with you sha
may prove more communicative, espocinlly if
you go alone. I have another project In view
1f this full, but will not reveal it tiil lnter,”

Colonel Atherton did not wish to barrow his
Hsteners' feolingy by rovealing more fully to
them his second design, which was to make
sure perquisitions, no matter at what cost, In
two or three private lunatic asylums, und ns-
certaln thus if Lilllun, by some vile trickery or
bribery, had not been placed In one of them.
This thaught was suggested by the knowledga
that Mrs, Stukely had 8 dangbter in one of
these nbodes for the Insane, ns well as by the
remembrance of Mr. Tremalne's deathi-bed ns-
surance that Lillian stil]l Hved, sn wsgurnnce nl-
ready repeuted to lim by Murgaret, The Intter
hud also mentioned the honsckeeper's ouger
and successful efforts to provent any further in-
tercourse between father and daughter,

« think it better, Nevilie, that you should
remain at home till Miss Tremaino returns,
$She may bring news of pressing Importance.”

s« You are quite right, deur mothoer, I will do
s0, and now I must bo away. Tho post isln by
this hour.”

CHAPTER XVII.
MRS, ATHERTON'S CONFESSION,

After his departure silonco fell on tho two
women sitting thero in tho darkening twllight,
which was broken by the eldest sofily saying:

« How heartlly I pray your sister’s retreat
may be discovered! Old, feoble as I am, I
would undergo any amount of fatigue to ensure
i .

A murmured expression of gratitude from
Margaret, and Mrs, Athorton resumodl :

« Fifteon years ago, Novllle, now go reserved,
calm, I had almost sald indifferent, was warm
and enthusiastle in character, frank and up-
right, too a8 any mother's heart could hnve do-
sired. He bad an elder brother, heir to the es-
tate, of course, but far inferlor to himself in
physical and meontal gifts, and Noville was my
fuvorite, my idol. Alas! my love showed itzolf
not so much in that deep abnegation and dovo-
tion that scem the distinotive charucterlatics of
most mothers, ag {n overweening pride and
boundloss ambition which led me to desire for

him o splendil matrimonial  allignes — one
which [ would deem worthy of him,

stlFortune seemed to favor my wishes, An
helress, young umd well-born, hestowed on him
keable tokens of pref
miatde velutlve gave nio to unde
suit woulil be f hly recelved.  Karapturved
with thixs stiee for 1 was an alllancee to which
few Mounger sans conbl have dared asplee, 1
somght Nevilleand trinm phantly communfeated
the futeltizencee (o bilm,

e heard oue to the omd, then gently eegreet-
thygg his inachility to tall into my views, lnforme-
el e that his aflectons were alremly angiged,
the objret o haoulsante, gitted girl, but poor,
and liviee in the anily of 0 weardthy velalive,
partly s depembent, partly ns goveroess,  Oh,
the hamiliation, the bitter disappointment. -
fleteed by that revelntion It seenuet to hung-
ble pie to the dust. AL length | askoed from
what. time (his  faney  dated,  Sine many
months, s affection was fally reeiproentiad,
wid the fonr of ikearring my disapprobation in
the matter of his eholee had alone prevented
his speakhng to me about iont en earlies sdrte,
OF eourse 1 expressed the Indighant disapprobua-
tion 1 relt el the utet of sueh an unegqual wlli-
wnee. Ta his questions regarding my opinlons
ol her mornl worth aml bitelectunl pgits, |
conlil say nothing bul what was connmeudatory,
ws 1 ludd often converset with her, and noted
Lok todesty i dignlty, whilst visiting at tho
house of which shee was an Inmnte,

solarnestly he pleaded with me,  alleging
that his hrother, who was hefr to U honoes of
the house, hnd just mnde o wenlthy sl arelsto-
erntie mnevhnge, sad thng, ha ight swrely bo
perntitted to tollow the wishes of his heart, nnd
nutte with the wontien he so passionntely loved,
e reminded e bow he luad never throughy
thiee of his youth enxused me sorrow o
y—never refused mee any regnest, el ho
eitlbend on e now  to rewder hhin s return by
listenligg 1o hix prayer, pleturing how he and
his wife woulld worship, love aml honor me,
Alus ! he plended to o heart hared as marble. [
could not, would not sketitico my ambitiotus
dretins and hopes so utterly. My reply, hows
pver, was euerd;md, for 1 knoew well the cleep,
caraest nntade 1olissd to deal with, and the
Neville Atherton wus not ane lkely wo Lo up
@ new love as soon 18 chanee mightl sever him
from the old, :

sstiront nnngement was necessary Lo quietly
bring about a purting betwoert hlmself and the
object of his affuctlons, fur ntore than 1 had
toumd necessary for ensuring hing awenlithy nnd
high-horn britle,  [na fow ¢oht wonls | express-
ed my disapprobation, but declined dlseussing
the subject tarther that duy.  Jlopling prabably
thnt thime and reflection would nbhil hix enuse, he
sald no more; but that afternoon, when he had
started on o short shiooting expedition with a
party of frlends, I drove over to Cresswell Ilouso
and badl an interview with  Gertrode  Ells,
Neville's love,  Tho meeting was nob long, but
it. proved declsive, 1 represented to her that
my son had no fortune ot his own, and that ho
must muke up for that circunstancn by cone
teneting n wealthy and powerful allinnee ; that
marriage with her would drag i down and
chnin bim to life-long poverty sl obscurity,
‘Phe girl woas goneroms, high-spirited, well wore
thy of the deep love lnvished on her by Neville,
and after sho had lstened In silonce to ad! T had
W suy, shic replicd with wn outward cnlinoess,
contrudicted, howuver, by her pallid faco and
quivering lHps:

« « Do not fear, Mrs. Atherton, I love Noville
Atherton too well to injure blin, or to stop bo-
tween him and tho brillinnt destiny you have
planned tor his futuro.’

«uSomo words of thanks, of admiration, I
would huve uttered, but sho swept from the
room, worthy in nobility of soul and bonring of
belng the bride of uny man, however high his
sociul standing, 1 returned home ill at ense
and anxious. Threedays after one of the famlily
from Cresswoll Jiouse cnlled and casunlly in-
formed mo that Miss Ellis, with only & day's
notlee to her friends, had loft with o nelglibor-
Ing fumily for tho Continent, us goveruuss to
thelr three ehildren.

s It was most ungrateful on hor part,’ warm-
1y added old Miss Cresswoll, ¢we bnd nlways
beott both kind and cousidorute to her, never
losing sight that she was o rolative. Quito In-
explicablo too, for the duties of her new place
ara fur more arduous thau they were with us.
IHowaver, she was bitten, porhups, by thut sud.
den manin for travoelling aud sight-seeing which
80 often nttncks young people.’

«I listened in guilly silence, relioved at ono
moment, almost regrotting my interference at
the next, and already dresding iy son's ree
turn. It soon came. Four days after he ontor-
ed my dressing room, so deeply agitated that
volce, expression, lovk scomed changed, and
handing me an opon lettor, abruptly said:

+ Do you know anything about this ***

Silently I took and read It. It contained but
o fow llues, stating that it was cxpediont for
thom both that thoy should part. Ho would do
better to seck a mate from among his own
equals, whitlst she would probably never marry.
The letter contained no allusion to my visit or
to outside interforenco of any sort, and con-
cluded by nssuring him that all farther at-
tompts at correspondenco or Intercourse on his
part would bo useless, a8 she was rosolved on
nover seeing him aguln,

Though freo from all acousation, thero was
yot a gullty consclousnoss in my very silonoe,
in my troubled countenance, that bore 'tosti-
mony agalnst me, and with a look of unutter-
able grief and bitiorness ho turned from tho
room. That evening ho started for Londan,
though not to plunge, ns I had at first feared,
into its dissipation and folly. Arrived there,
his carliest stop, as I lonrnod long months
afterwards, was to writo again to dMiss Ellis, but
his lotter was returned unoponed, T

Before theso events .he had resided almost
ontirely bere with mo in Atherton Park, but -
aftor, bho spent like hia.elder brother, the chief

part of hix timo In London. This separation - !




