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» o HOW: THE WAR PROSPERS.

B (From the Nulion.)

" 'The plain truth on the actual prospects of the war
is only begioning to be understood.’ It is getling
~ hinted , over-dinner tables, and whispered confiden-
. tially in clubs—it is still a long way [rom being open-
. ly canvassed-in the press. We see no reason for
concealing- it. Sebastapol is not likely to fall. The
* truth is, that there is not the slightest probability of
its falling at present; on the contrary, the real and
formidable danger of the position was, and is, that
the Allies will not be able to withdraw themselves in
safety from the Crimea. Disease, the Cossack, and
the climate Lave proved Allies still more powerful ;
and the wild adventure which St. Arnaud planned, to
spateh a wreath for bis dyirg brow, will, probably,
end in disappointment and disaster. ‘

The siege commenced on the 17th Oct., and we
bave néws up to the second of November. Tor
that entire fortnight, nothing of importance had been
effected ugainst the town. As far as the original po-
sition of the belligerent parties had altered, that of
the Allies hiad altered for the worse; their slow pro-
gress wus begiuning to ‘excite despondency, their
-vanks ‘were rapidly thinned by disease, their guns
were infefior in range and calibre to those of the
besieged, their military stores were failing, and they
were harassed by an army in the open field, threaten-
ing to cut them off from their shipping, and place
them between two (ires. On the other hand, the
Russians have fought well, and their conrage and
self-reliance have risen proportionably. ‘They are
superior in men, guns, and military stores to their
enemies ; they lave fifty thousaud soliers housed in
Sebastepol, and as many mere hovering round the
camp of the besiegers; they sufler little rom’ disease
in a climate to which they are familiar ; the town has
uan open communication with the couatry, and is
abundantly supplied, and half of the garrison are out
‘of range of the cannonade, and form a fresh and in-
valuable reserve. The town, built of solid stone,
defies the bombs and rockets, and any damnage done:
the military works is repaired with a celerity. which
has astonished and confounded the - besiegers. - 'The
correspondenit of .the Morning Herald, wriling from
tbe camp on the 20th of October, gives us some va-
luable insight into the actual position of the contend-
ing forces s~

«'The trenches of the Allies commenced their fire
'as usual at daylight this morning. The French Lad
vepaired their damages during the night, but still
were terribly overmatched by the position and strength
of the Russian balterics. The Euglish Crown and
Green Mound batteries fired n good deal upon the
town, but up to ten o’clock did not succeed in set-
ting any houses on fire. At that time, the nagazine
of one of the principal French batteries blew up with
a fearful explosion, killing and wounding many of
tieir men. A few minutes after this accident a shell
of ours, thrown into the town, caused a heary ex-
plosion, which destroyed several large houses.—
Shortly afterwards some of the works round “the
dockyard were set on five with rockets, but were ex-
tinguished .in half an hour by the soldiers, whom we
could see at work. By this time the I'rench batte-
ries had again been compelled to slacken fire, add the
whole bruut fell upon the Lnglish lines. It is by no
means the fault of the Freach that their batteries
have been compelled to cease. Whatever the most
desperate and heroic courage could do has been done
by them; but the truth is, the enemy’s batteries are

_placed on the most commanding situations, and out-
number them ten to one, mounting also all 32, 56,
or 68-pounders, while our Allies have no heavier than
16 or 24-pound cannen. Our lines begin to show
the eflects of the continued cannonade. At dusk we
are obliged to cease in order to repair the batteries,
but . the enemy fires al intervals all through the
night,”

If a foreipn army in an unfriendly country makes
progress so doubtful as this—if the guns of the be-
siegers are out-pumbered ten to one—if twice in
twenty-four hours their fire is silenced, one must ap-
prehend that a vietory which, il won at all, must be
won before the November snow begins to fall, is not
destined to grace the present year. .

The success of the fleet matches that of the army.
The same correspondent deseribes the action of the
181h October ;— - - - -

% The Queen, Rodney, Albion, and others of our
liners, with the steam-frigates and the Arethusa, in-
stantly attacked, ‘dnd “the fire grew tremendous.—
Rodney, unfortunately, grounded in coming in, and

Iny for some.lime exposed to the enemy’s fire, 5o that }.

- one time it was thought it would, be necessary to siok
. and abandon her.. Fortunately. she -was. towed off
again.. The hail of:shot and shell which ivas poured’

- upon thé ujiper-tier of guns, which are exposed, soon-

" drove the Russians from theiv walls’; 'bat - the - Jower

~ tiers, which were in casemale baiterivs, miintained:
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a close and deadly fire. The enemy used red ot .

shot, carcases (combustible shelf), and bar shot ; and
the terrible eficets of these soon made themselves ap-
parent. “Ihie Albion and Arethusa were sct on fire,

and had to be towed out of action unti] it was extin--

gnished. The bar shot cut the masts, spars, and
rigging to picces. The Arethusa received seven
shiots under bier water line, and conld with difficulty
be kept afloat.  The Wasp Battery, which was en
barbette, was soon silenced, and its guns dismounted;
but little impression was made upon the forts. The
greater part of the vessels continued (iring uotil
dark; by that time two of the casemate ports of
Constantine were knocked into one, and the stone-
work of all the farts cut away amd smashed to the
depth of about eightcen inches. The neat regular
appearance of (he batteries was certainly much  dis-
figured, but -as batteries they were as ellicient as:
ever. A foot or eiglteen inches knocked off twelve
feet of solid granite makes very little diflerence to
the defenders. Somec of the casemale guns were
dismounted, but never for more than a few minutes,
when fresh ones were brought forward, "lowards
dusk the whole of the cannon on the Wasp Battery,
whiclh were destroyed and dismounted early in the
action, had been replaced, and were firing away as
fiercely as ever. Qur Allies met with no better sue-
cess on the south of the harbor. 'T'hey silenced and
dismounted the upper lier of guns, marked the stone
work of the forts pretty deeply, but leflt them as strong
as ever. Tawards evening the Eaglish and French
vessels stood out to sea. As they feft the Russians
cheered vociferously and redoubled pheir fire.”

But the position of the Allies is not simply one of
no progress. They have been in serious peril of
total ruin. On the 201h of October their supply of
ammuynition was so hearly exhausted that the acci-
dental delay or loss of a store-ship would have left
them destitute. “Tiad it not been for this supply,”
says the correspondent of the Daify News, noticing
the arrival of iwo ships freighted with powder and
shot, “ we should have been destitule of ammunition
lor the larger guns by to-morrow night, even at the
present .rate of firing, one discharge every seven

‘minutes. Many of the Ilussian round-shot liave

been collected and returned.” Tive days after Ge-
neraf Liprandi surprise:l their rere at Balaklava.—
The Constitulionnel gives a circumstantial account
of this action. IJow near it was beconing  fatal
and irveparable defeat we may learn [rom one signi-
ficont paragraph :— .

«The bold movement of Gereral Liprandi had
partly failed since Balaklava remained in the power
of the Allies, and the latter preserved their commu-
nication with the sea; it had purtly succeeded, since
the Russians were in possession of that sole bezten
voad swhich leads from Balaklava to Sebastopel, and
had taken position in the rear of the besiegers.  Ac-
cordingly, on the 2611 Prince Menschikoff made a
strong sortic against the Lnglish lives in order to
place them between the two fires. I[ be bad sne-
ceeded in carrying them, and in efleciing 2 junction
with General Liprandi, in the middle of the besieg-
ing army, the operations of the Allies would have
been alinost irreparably compromised.”

Mecantime, cholera, dysentery, and fever, encmies
against whom the stubborn courage, and fiery gal-
lantry of the Allied Army are of no avail, thin their
ranks day by day. 1t is computed that ten thousand
men bave fallen their victims :(—

# There is a great increase,” says the Daily News,
« of dysenteric disease among our men. Lying out
for twenty four hours at a time in the frenches, or
covering the batteries elsewhere, fixed to one spot
and in a constrained posture, exposed to a warm sun
by day and heavy dews at night—and this duty con-
stantly recurring without intervals of rost—ilese are
no doubt the causes of the increase of 1his aftection,
but they are unavoidable. What would have been
the result if we lad bad ran and cold during the
time we had been oceepying these heights 7%

Rain has since fallen in torrents ; and every third
man in the army is on the sick list,

But in the rere stalks the most formidable
enemy of ali—the climate. When the Winter sets
in, (perhaps it has set in already), the condition of
the troops will be (vightful. Under a blinding snow,
in n mountainous and woody vountry, without roads
or towns, watched by two hostile armies of @ hun-
dred thousand men—scme catastrophe like. the re-
treat from Moscow threatens Lo mark with vuin the
history of this unfortunnte expedition. At least the
danger is sufficiently threatening to repress all pre-
mature triumph, and silenee at once the unreasonable
and preposterons hopes—ivhich "the press cherislt;
without believing, and the public take upon trust. - =
A correspondent of .n Ministerial Journal, the
Idorning Clvonicle, writing from the seene of ac-
tion, alone prepares the public for defeat.. .Under a

cautions plraseology his meaning:is sufliciently plain: |

R

© The contest hitherto (he says) has been betiween
mud fort and mud fort—Dbetween ofiensive works and
offensive works ; and when these forts are taken or
destroyed, the real task of taking the town will com-
mence. Tt will be a severe trial this takiog or de-
stroying of Sebastopol, and many days, perhaps
weeks, will clapse beflore the day of triumph will
dawn. - The position is, in fact, trying, FHereisa
besieged force, which has established offensive worles,
mounted by a larger number of guns than the oflen-
sive worls thrown up by the besiegers. The damage
sustained in the day is repaired in the night, and the
morrow dawns to witness a fresh waste of ammuni-
tion. The victory would, it altmost seems, fall to
liim who possesses the largest stack of ammunition—
and that certainly is not the Allies.”

From many a bearth in Treland, unhappily, eyes
are turned towards that inhospitable shoie, watching
for the welfare of dear friends and kindred.. It
waunld be a cruel mockery to give them [alse news of
imaginary trivmphs. The position is full of peril and
alarm ; connterbalanced, we fear, by no compensa-
tion present or {uture.

One .man alone has gained or is destined to grain
anything frain the contest. The gigantic ambition
of Lous Napoleon has made strides which compete
with the triumphs of Napoleon I. Tt is not alone
that Kingsand Princes have been guests at his board ;
that the Royal husband of Louis Philippe’s daughter
grasps his hand in amily; that the proudest Courtin
Turope, Lhe" cold Guelph and the plotting Coburg,
open their arms to him—these are but feathers in his
cap—the solid gain is sometbing more substantial.—
His soldiers garrison the capitals of Europe, and the
world renownediseats of Empire. Greeee, Rome,
Constantinople, Paris, are the keynotes of histary
for two thousand years, and in all of them the Tm-
perial engle of Napoleon is guarded by his sojdiers.
Two little years ago the other great LKuropean Ca-
pital was as certain of Lis meditated invasion as it is
of the fall of Sebastopol ta-day; and Lis army is
still encanped at Boulogne, within two hours’ sail of
the snowy clills. Butthisis not all—=Prussia is push-
ed.day after day nearer to an openalliance with Rus-
sta, -Jiét her declare herself, and in a week the ripe
fruits of his patient and inscrutable ambition wili fall
wto his hand. A French army will repossess itself
of the Rhenish frontier, Belgiwm will be made o

highway for his army—if it resist, the Royal Co-
burg will vanish in smoke, the fortifications of Ant-
werp will be completed on the scheme of the first
Napoleon, and La Belgique will once more be sliced
into French departinents,

THE OPENING OF THE ATTACK.

Monday night was an anxious time. As if the
enemy also anticipated the coming strugsle, and re-
served their strength for the following day, we were
but slightly annoyed by their fire during the night.
A deserter who came over to us that evening, how-
aver, imagined a very different reason for the slack-
ing of the Russian balteries. He said that all the
officers of the garrison were that evening giving a
grand ball to the inhabitants of Sebastopol and that
it was attended by all the leading ladies and gentle-
men in the town. Ile said also that both town and
garrison are perfectly cerlain of success,and of re-
pulsing all our attacks within a fortnight ; their earth
works and batteries he kuew were powerful, and Ge-
neral Luders, who commands in chief, was daily ex-
pecting news of the advent of an immense body of
troops. The statements of these deserters may well
be open to doubt, but this fellow appears 1o have
toid the truth. Certaiuly, from whatever cause it
arose, the cnemy fired little that night, though one
shot did ample mischief, killing Captain Evelyn Row-
ly, of the Guards, and one or two privates, who were
out on picquet. Flowever, we relied on the following
day to revenge everylhing, and looked forward with
intense eagerness to (he issue of the struggle. By
grey dawn on the 17th, when it was barely light, the
enemy commenced a desultory cannonade. The noise
and the hope—for we were not yet completely cer-
tain—that our trenches would answer it, set out
every one astir, and, together with a large number of
officers, I hurried up to the remnants of a lone house
on the brow of the hill, which is situated betseen
two of our batteries, and ‘cormmands an alnost bird’s
eye view of the town and harbor of Sebaslopol.

A thick sluggish morning desw which lay in the
valley, and the smoke which rested heavily over
several of ‘the forts, prevented my secing what the
enemy were doing; but a mere glance alour works
showed that the longswished-for day had at last ar-
rived; and we were about to open fire. ~All the men
were at their giins, and the. apertures of;lhc embra-
sures, which had been previously masked in order to
profect; the .working parties, were now cleared and

‘the guns run out. - The fog only “permitted the Rus-’
‘sians to see this in one or two places; but where they

did they were finng. though with no effect, as the
morning was too thick. Towards six o’clock the
mist began to disperse, and the rich clear October
sun was every instant making objects more and wore
visible. Soon the Russian works, crowded with grey
figures, could be distinctly seen, with the large h nd-
some white houses and dockyards of Sebastopol it~
self. "The enemy could plainly see that we were
prepared for action, and opened a smart cannonade.
But not a shot from our batteries answered, for the
French on our left occupy low ground, and the fog
was still thick between them and their opponents.
Slowly, like drawing back a huge curtain, the mist
wmoved off to sea, n caol wmarning breeze sprung up,
and the atmosphere cleared eachmawent. T'helines
of the besiegers could be seen frem every point ; the
mounds and carthworks, bastions and towers of the
besieged swere full in view; the forms of the line-of-
battle ships looked grim and deadly, and emeircling
all in the distance, lilte a dark belt, was the fleet of
the aflies,

It was balf-past six. 'The enemy bad been quict
for the last few minutes 3 both sides scemed prepar-
ing far an eftort, when suddenly volumes of smake
and flashes of fire broke ont simuitancously from every
part of our lines—the shot and shell  sereamed
hioarsely through the air, and with a reverberation
which seemed to shake both hecaven and earth, our
attack on Sebastopo! comwmenced. Apparently nei-
ther surprised nor daunted the enemy relurmed tife
discharge with double vigor and then both Tinglish,
TPrench, "Lurks, and Russians fell to work at the guns
in right earnest.  The first volleys showed us what
no soul in either army had bitherto been certain about
—viz., the precise nature both of our works and the
enemy’s, and [ am sorry to say it also showed usthat,
even in earth worl batteries throywn up since we came
here, the Russians immensely outnumbered the allied
lines. Not only were there extensive entrenchments,
mounting 25 and 30 heavy cannon, but on every height
and ridge guns of heavy calibre were placed in bat-
tery. I bave been informed that the extensive na-
ture of their works completely astonished our generals
and we are by no means sure that we have seen them
all yet, for during yeslerday fresh ones were frequently
unmasked in places totally. unexpected.

Onthe extreme right of our position, on a hill
commanding the back of the inlet, and near Inker-
mann Light, was our first baiteries (called the Six
(Gun), of six G8-pounders. Next to this camne two
of the Terrible’s long 8d-pounders, and a one-gun
batlery mounting a Lancaster. More to our centre,
and on the other side of the house which I have
spoken of as commanding a fine view, is another long
range Lancaster gun, in the valley beneath which,
and considerably advanced, is (he Crown Baltery,
one of our largest. Tt is three-sided, moun(ing cight
guns on each face, with a bank for two 13-inch mor-
tars. The guns are either long 32, 68, or S4-pound-
ers, and between the breastplate are placed coborns
for throwing simall 4 inch shell among troops. 'This
battery is manned with the sailors {rom the fleet. On
its lelt, towards the Krench, is a four-gun battery of
heavy ordnance, and on our left of all is the (rreen
Mound Battery, of the same size and description as
the Crown. Beyond these, towards Kerteh, and en-
elosing the whole of the south of the fortress, are the
French entrenclinents.  Unfortupately our allies
have no heavier guns in Lheir siege train than 24-
pounders, so that their lines of necessity are of a
lizhter description than ours, and less caleulated to
resist (he eneny’s concentrated and heavy fire. The
French discavered these facts to their cost in the
course of the day.

T'o meet these guns the enemy had oppased to our
Six-gun Battery on the right a tremendous entrench-
ment thrown up on the top of the hills to the novth af
Sebastopol. It was, however, nearly - 4,000 yards
distant, so its shot and shell all fell short in such a
manner that firing from it was soon discontinucd. As
we approach, this battery will prove a lough custo-
mer.  Beneath this, and 1,200 yards distant from
our works, is the martéllo tower and entrenchment [
have already mentioned. The circular earthwork at
its base has not only been completed, but two flank-
ing parallels, each mounting 15 large guns, thrown
out at either side. Tn the creck Lo the right of this
tower, bt so placed and covered as to commanil. our
Crown Battery on centré, was the famous: three-
decker, the Twelve Apostles. More towards the
town, and facing our Green Mound Battery, is the
redan wall, which shelters the south side ol S¢bhasto-
pol. It bristles with guns, and, to shelter it still fur-
ther, the Russians have thrown up in’its centre a
regular three-sided redoubt, carrying about 40 can-
non.’ Passing over several intermedinte 6, 8, a:id 10

gun- batteries’ the main strength’ of “(he Russiufis on

the right is in some’ entrenchments’ called the Ying-
staffl batteries. "It is 'a’ huge hill, commanding the

Frencl lines perfectly, dnd entrenched’ for tiwa tiers



