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three-fourths-of the aduit maie occupants of front seats
at a ballet performance exhibît smooth and polished
cranîums. We are afraid the Trichological Association
are not approaching the subject of its research in a truly
scientific spirit. If tbey want to get at the root of the
matter and save the roots of the hair, they ougbt to
investigate the mysterious relation between baldness and
the ballet, and ascertain why the atmosphere of the opera
house is so niuch more destructive to capillary growth
than that of the church or concert hall. The Tricho-
Iogists should quit fooling and get right down to,
business.

A REPLY TO A PLEA
(For *IHE oi, SINGaR 0F AN BEMPTY LAY WIIIC11 APPEARED IN

LAST WVEaK'S WV2AK Il NEEKI.")

NoTr by yen the geins
Dug-you only wcar 'em;

*Not hy you the boats
Buit you only steer 'em,

Not by you the cards
Made-you only deal 'em;

Nnt your own the pneins,
But the way you steal lem.

Though the boats are built
Bad-you stili must use 'em:

Though the geins are not
Paste-yôu somnetimes lose 'em;

Though the cards are well
Stacked-you only fake 'eni

If your poeins lie stuif
Why asic us tu takze 'eni?

Do nlot be afraid
You among the others,

0f that countiess borde,
Vonr rhyrne-twisting brothers;

Faine does nlot receive
Stolen goods nor conceal 'em;

Who cares for your poeins,
Or the way You steal 'em? GERANIUMI.

A LECTURER LECTURED.
Tisa inaugural lecture of the V.M.C.A. course wvas delivered last

nigbt in the imail ball of the Association building by the Hon. G.
W. Ross, MNinister of Education. The subject was entitled " «Our
National Outfit." The lecturer said lie bad bren unable te find
that wvarrn attachment te the Canadian soit and institutions among
the youth of the country that hie woulcl like te see. It woul bc in-
structive te analyze the material elenients constituting out national
outfit, and the resuit might encourage Canadians to love their coun-
try as she deserved, H-e wished te show that Canada offered every
scopie for the ambition andi energy of our young men. Under the
head of material outfit hie reviewed the extent of the territory of the
Doininion, snd lis wealth, resources, under, in and on the soul.
Canada has an ares of 3,610,000 square miles, or 55,000 square
miles more than the United States, or within 145,000 square miles
of the whole area of Europe. Canada was thirty tines the area of
Great Britain and Ireland. In England every man biad on the
average r !, acres of land on the basis of an equal division ; in Ger-
many 3 acres, France 3ý; IreIand 4, the United States 40, Canada
64. There was room, thierefore, here for the surplus population of
the Old Land.-hkit, -.zst.

The hon. the Minister of Education had adjusted bis
oveçdoat and shining Ilplug," and was departing from the
hall aCter the fine effort from which the above is extract-
ed, when hie was accosted at the door by a threadbare,
cranky-looking but evidently overjoyed, fellow-man.

"ELixcuse me, Mr. Ross, for speak-ing up 10 a real live
Minister of the Crown, seein' as I'm, only a common
tramp, but woulcl you mind telling me where themn sixty-
four acres of mine is situated ?"i

IlI don't know wbat you mean, my man," said Mr.
Ross, kindiy.

IlWhy, didn't you say as every man in Canada bas
sixty-four acres? "

IlOh, I see. Why, of course, you understand that 1
meant that there is enough land in Canada to give every
man that much if it was equally distributed."

"lOh," rejoinéd the other. IlWel, why don't they dis-
tribute it equaily ?"I

IlMy good man, that's a very silly question," replied
Mr. Ross. IlMost of the land is taken up, you know."

"lTaken up ?"i queried the tramp, with new interest;
"do you mean arrested? "

"No; I mean it is o7oned by various individuals."
'Ah, I see!l said the cranky person, brightly ; Il<then

some other fellow bas got my sixty-four acres; is that

IlWeil, yes; that's one way of putting it," said the
Hon. G. W. "lBut you know there are thousands more
situated just as you are; in fact, a good majority of the
people of Canada are non-owners of larid."

IlBut, of course the fellows who own and use our
land pay us an equivalent for its value every year in the
shape of taxes, don't they ?"I persisted the tramp.

"lNo; not that I amn aware of," courteously replied
Mr. Ross; Ilthe tax on land is rnereiy nominal. But
what put such an idea into your head ?"i

"You did," said the tramp, with some emphasis.
"1!" said the minister with a thundzrstricken air.
"Yes, you ! didn't you say in your lecture that there

should be a warm attachment to, the Canadian soit among
the youth of the country ?"I

IlYes ; I said that. What then ?
"Weil; you don't expect anybody to enthuse over

another man's property, do you? Now, if the land of
Canada belongs to every Canadian, as you say, those
who occupy and use it oughter pay for its use to the
public tilt every year, just by way of showing that it did
belorig to every Canadian. If that was done, there
would be some sense in Canadians having a fond attach-
ment for the soit of their native land. Isn't that clear
enough ?

IlIt does look as though there was something in that,"'
said Mr. Ross, seriousiy. "lBut here's mny car. Good
night, stranger, l'Il think that idea over."

And Mr. Ross rode home very thoughtful indeed.

ONE NEW YEAR'S DAY.
I'r ias New Year's Day, in the year of our Lord nine-

teen hundred and eight. The great metropolis of
Ontario had donned ils winter holiday garb of ermine,
the day was blue and sparkling; the populace gay, happy,
and in excellent spirits, were weicoming New X'ear by
friendly visits to each other, by skating, sleigh-driving,
and ail kinds. of innocent merry-making. Well-dressed
crowds thronged the streets, and the city generaliy had
that air of well-to-do self-respect, such as is seen only in
Canada. Watching the crowds that good-naturedly
seethed up and down 'Yonge Street, stood, with bis back
to the wall, a man, 'vhose worn habiliments and shabby
hat betokened hiîn to be no denizen of the City of To-
ronto. He gazed up and down the streets witb an air of
bewilderment and perplexity, and ever and again he woutd
utter the words, "lLost, clean lost."

At last, a respectabiy dressed boy, who had 6een dart-
ing to00 and fro among the crowd, stopped immediately
in front of the stranger and said, "lPaper, sir ? Morning


