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th [ltemay safely be said that of all who glance at
tenth, gpparently cabalistic symbqls, to not one-
ere v ol they convey any meaning. And yet,
Mepg € have one of the most far-reaching move-
ol N the mpdern world, and one whxph 1S
Pllrp%slml(:h. to lift to a higher plane, to give a
ing ¢ € 1n life, to bind together in one far-reach-
1o Tele “all sorts and conditions of men.”

ugUraSIShOP Vincent is due the honour of in-
Chaygg, 8 the movement—the work of the
college Uqua L{terary and SC]en.tlﬁC Circle, a home
Perhg encircling the earth with a band of now,
Thin bs, a hundred thousand enthusiastic students.
Ot it, Canadians, and blush! There are
the 0 Japan two thousand who are reading
aut:llrseﬁas many as in all Canada. At
a dOzehuqua Lake, not far from Buffalo, met about
ers, years ago a band of Sunday School work:
Courge €Xt occurred the idea of a four years

; reading. A summer assembly, with
classes, was inaugurated, with a varied
asseg Thousapds ﬂocked‘to thg spot ;
elocut‘iowere .forme4d m Hebrew, Greek, German,
Who didn’ Calisthenics, clay modelling ; for those
Sermons not wish to work entertainments, lectures,
aSSembis" Concerts, were provided.  Forty-six
blance ltes, bf’arln‘g'a more or less close resem-
OPeneq the original Chautauqua, have been

“ducationg

progr
ar
al Mine,

intrgésuto our Canadian Chautauqua we wish to
o coceour readers. The projectors could not
On hf)unq, in all the land, a more beautiful spot.
Wreckesdonc ground, near where La Salle was
O explo; two hundrgd years ago, when setting out
drenclh O(;e the Mississippi; on thg very grogll}d,
SoldiEre With the plood of Canadian and British
] iSSisss M 1813, in view of Forts Niagara and
our e 8ua, where the broad Niagara falls into
hag Ty 2utiful T,ake Ontario, the old Crook’s farm
8roup cen turned into the Niagara assembly
propeni‘ A Sbacious amphitheatre, the acoustic
that , €S of which are unsurpassed, and rivalling
built. autauqua, New York, in size, has bee'n
r ér So, one wing of a magnificent hotel, this
fu Cottowded with guests, twenty or more beauti-
dot gy, 2865 have risen, as by magic; white tents
gratefue SWard ; noble oaks and fruit trees give a
bath;, o Shade. The facilities for boating and
Mep Sg are unequalled, that beautiful accomplish-
ferep, ¥ Mming being taught. Visitors from dif-
beayg; PATES of the world are struck with the many
'l‘he :s Of the spot.  The sunsets are magnificent.
gentlemauues of sunrise are not so well known ; one
Migh, ball remarks that from one spot both sights
Not soon can be forgotten the
flogg the sun slowly sinking in the lake, while a
f0110“,0 glory fills ail the air and gorgeous tints
Slrar?mckly each other. -
0 the Sgehto say, there has been much opposition
Dot easilc €me, principally from that potent and
fral jde Y Temoved factor, ignorance. The gen-
the rel .Ol'a camp meeting prevailed ; but while
alisy, '8lous element underlies all, denomination-
featm.els ot breathed, and certainly the chief
Cateq 'S educationa), Again, among some edu-
mpeol)le’ It is customary to sneer at the
thoge - and it has been called superficial. ~ Let
atipeop ¢, who have thémselves a classical
Way of 0, pause before they put one straw in the
'S educational wave. The Chautauqua
iscop 9¢s not ape the college degree. 'This is
L‘liver -€Ption, for while there is a Chautauqua
'Y, the diploma of the C. L. S. C. is simply
boOks men.t that a certain person has read certain
hile the course may be superficial as
X ‘.Nlth.the college curriculum, were it
s oreactmg’,‘t would not reach the many. It
What What it opens up, what it leads to, than
Is Sh nd that the course is one of real
Profeg ios PWn by those who take it up. Many
ot dis nal men, who have already a degree, have
haye Oralned % glad to review what they either
“arjy agSOtten or only half understood in those
vorkyc' he advantage of the course is that
the istan beldqne alone, in the prairie home,
O in the dNtmission field, the lonely lighthouse,
City, where groups meet in circles to dis-
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cuss the readings, aided, perhaps, by college pro-
fessors or specialists ; or, still again, in the many
homes, where the tired mother finds something to
lift her out of every-day cares and worries, to held
her to companionship with her boys and girls,
perhaps learning to despise her ignorance of their
school studies, while she reads trippingly in Eng-
lish what they read, with pain and difficulty, in
lLatin, Greek, French or German'; helping them
to see new beauties, and thus gaining a fresh lease
of power over them. o

The use of these summer assemblies is now
seen to be to give not entire idleness, but a change
of work. Many go to study and find the ministry
of sun and fresh air, clear sky, and the exercise of
boating, bathing, swimming, a wonderful factor n
restoring and building up the mental and physi-
cal powers. The children are delighted with the
kindergarten, club swinging, calisthenics. B'r}eﬂy,
let us recount the work of this assembly. There
were classes taught in sketching from nature,
elocution, music, Sunday School work, besides the
classes for the children mentioned above, and an
enthusiastic rambling class in botany. Something
corresponding to the teacher’s retreat was begun,
as interesting lessons in literature and algebra
were given.  We had a young Japanese minister,
who showed us that Eastern civilization need not
blush in the presence of our Western patronage of
the “heathen.” The acute Japanese intellect is
ready to receive Spencer aqd ‘Huxley, if we do not
give it Christianity. A missionary from China
showed how keen must be the intellect to argue
with the Chinese men of learning ; lecturers of
great ability took us with them to all parts of the
world ; music lent its va{led charm;‘Prgf. Clark
delighted us with his readings and recitations, the
chariot scene in *‘Ben Hur” being a supreme
effort ; Dr. Duryea gave us his intense vivid, posi-
tive opinions ; Dr. Ostrander, in his Oriental and
spectacular entertainments, threw a flood of light
on many passages of the Bible; Mr. Benjamin
Clark, from England, gave }nm_:h light on Sunday
School work, boy life and English colloquialisms ;
Bengough gave some of his inimitable caricatures
in recitations and chalk ; Dr. Vincent—but what
can we say of Dr. Vincent, yneqqalled in the con-
trol of an audience, possessing wit, humour, mag-
netic force, pathos, power, and last, but not least,
common sense. Would that thousands more had
heard his exposition of the Chautauqua idea.
Twenty-seven received from hl{n their diplomas,
having finished their four years’ course, some of
them being from the other side of the boundary,
thus showing the international character of the
assembly. Last year over four thousand, from all
parts of the world, received diplomas, eight hun-
dred of these being present a' the mother
Chautauqua, New York. To the young these
assemblies are safe places of meeting and present
many advantages. No liquor is allowed on the
grounds, no boating on Sunday, no ballroom
dissipation, but, instpad, pure 1nte]]ectua! enjoy-
ment and opportunities for the best physical cul-
ture, with a mingling of sentimental and common
sense. Badges are worn, ﬂpwer glr.ls strew the
way, a camp fire,with a liturgical service,memorial
days of the great poets, are observed, round tables
aré held to discuss plans of work. It is hoped
that every Canadian town and hamlet may soon
have its Chautauqua readers, so that instead of
two thousand there may bev‘twenty thousand.

The promoters of this Niagara Assembly have
so far spent $50,000, and must spend much more
before any returns can come in. Lots are bemgy
sold and cottages built. It is pleasing to know
that here were readers from at least four of the
provinces of our Dominion, as w!ell as fro‘gnﬂthe.
State of New York. At a very emoyable Vesper
service we had words of greeting from NO“:ja
Scotia, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Prince Ed-
wa}rgltlzk\l\?odr.d now as to the readers, the feade)g,
the expense, the general modus operand.. Send
to Miss Kate F. Kimball, Plainfield, New Jersey,
or to Mr. Lewis C. Peake, 18 Victoria .streeF,
Toronto, 50 cents fee, for which sum all circulars,
memoranda, etc., are sent. 'The C/zazzlczg{qzzal(zz
Magasine, having a circulation of 60,000, 15 ack-
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nowledged by good judges to be the best magazine
of its kind published, in light reading and not a
dry article in it.  Much of the course of reading
is here contained ; price, $.50. The four years’
course embraces a little history, chemistry, liter-
ature, theology, astronomy, geology, botany,
poetry, the books costing about $5 each year, all
of them books which form a welcome addition to
one’s library. Memo. to be filled up, not as a
competitive examination, but merely to show that
the reading has been done. The readers are old
and young, professional and non-professional,
clergymen, farmers, railway employees, teachers,
servant girls, artisans, wives, mothers, husbands,
sons, daughters ; sometimes three generations in
one family; an old lady of eighty, and a boy of
fifteen. Forty minutes a day, for nine months in
the year, is the time required. The central office
keeps itself informed of each individual member,
and thus we feel ourselves part of an active, work-
ing, literary organization,

Some of the objections are: We have no time ;
we can not afford the money. Of the few it may
be truly and sadly said: But can not many, by
denying themselves some little pet luxury, the
price of an ornament, a dance, a day of pleasure,
obtain instead a store of boundless enjoyment.
With regard to the time required, truly the idle
have no time, but the busy can always find time
for other tasks; take care of the minutes and the
hours will take care of themselves. There must
be time to bring in a new current of thought—
something nobler, higher than the everyday cares
and worries, time for a rest, an oasis in the mon-
otonous treadmill of life is to some. A suggestion
here is in point: Is not a great deal of time frit-
tered away on the hewspapers, on the novel, too ;
and by a course of solid reading the taste for
fiction—at least trashy fiction—dies, We all do
far more desultory reading in the course of the
year than this course. Why not then read with
an object—with others gain inspiration. It would
be interesting to see in what parts of our Domin-
ion the Chautauqua idea has taken root most
firmly ; whether in the cities, towns, villages, or
lonely farmhouses, through our land, and where
these readers are. And this course is only a
beginning, for special courses of reading are pro-
vided for those whose taste or fancy incline them
to the lofty truths taught by astronomy, to the
minute analasys of plant life, to the fascinating
study of philology, or the interesting lessons on
history’s page. Besides the diploma, there are
other higher grades: The Order of the White Seal,
the League of the Round Table, the Guild of the
Seven Seals. One old Presbyterian Doctor of
Divinity has his diploma filled with seals, forty-
three in number. We close with a C. 1. S. C.
sonnet :—

Encircling our fair globe, behold a band

Of tens of thousands, turning eager eyes

To that fair lake, and to that leader wise,

Who formed the generous plan, far reaching, grand,
Circle to circle, stretches each a hand,

With faith and hope, the student lone replies,

And down the ages still the echo flies H

No work is lost. There sweeps o'er sea and land
The influence of those mystic letters four,

From west fo east, Ontario to Cathay,

What empty hearts are filled. Let us recall
Chautauquay’s gifts. Science and Art’s rich store,
History’s bright page, and Poesy’s mild ray,
Religion purifies and sweetens all.

Niagara, August, 1888. J. C.
Tue Horse MiNps His Steps.—Every one
has noticed, while driving, how rarely a horse
steps on a stone even when going rapidly. A
writer in Golden Days quotes an old cavalryman
as saying that a horse never steps on a man in-
tentionally. It is a standing order with cavalry
that should a man become dismounted he must lie
down and be perfectly still. If he does so the
entire company will pass over him, and he will
not be injured. A horse notices where he’s going,
and is on the lookout for a firm foundation to put
his foot on. It is an instinct with him, therefore,
to step over a prostrate man. The injuries caused
by a runaway horse are nearly always inflicted by
the animal knocking down, and not by his
stepping.
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