i THE <LAND WE.ILIVEY IN,

UNCLE LISHA'S SHOP. '
o 111,
. (Frop Forest and Stream.)

Though in mid-day there was yet a
hasy after-taste of the sweetaess of
Indian summer, the seazon was bagin-
ning to have a smack of winterin its
night air. On such an  evening, s
the.firat gtar  bégan to * shine above the
rounded peak of ‘I'ater Hill, Lisharubbed
the mist oft a pave of his long, low shop
window, and stooping his eye to it peer-
ed out upon the darkening road. Oub
of the gloaming presently grew . some

dark shapes into ‘men, the sound :of

whose footsteps and voices came s little
before them. When they and othershad
entered and.been welcomed by Lisha, he
having lighted his pipe and taken some
work in hand, declared ‘¢ the mestin’
open,” and that they ¥ was all ready to

transack business”  Little was gaid till

some one - remarked, ¥ Pweeew!" And

then all became aware that an odor more
pungent and powerful than those of

leather and shoemaker's wax was per-
vading the atmosphere of the shop.

“Good »irth an’ seas |” cried Lisha, ¢1
gecont the motion | Le's all whew! Some
on'ye stepped on suthin'  t'night, or
_eomebody got skunk’s ile to sell.”.

Each took a sniff-of his neighbor till
the source of the fragrance was. traced to
Pelatiah's coroner, when' he shamefaced-
ly confessed that he % hed ben a trappin’
a leotle,” but said in extenuation, 4 I sot
for mink.” 1 hed one trap in a holler log
over to _illses' brook with a ruster's
head fer bait, an’ when I went . tew it
yist'day the trap was-hauled’ int' the log.
1 pulted on the chain ¢'nsid’able stout,
but it didu’t le, go a bit, ‘an’ -then I got
duown on all fours an' ‘péeked in to see
what the matter. was ailded it, an’'—0Q,
gosh all Connect'cutt! My eyes .haint
god doue smartin, yit! Irolled an' I
tumblad till, I pot to water, 'n’ then I
washed an' rubbed an’ scrubbed till I
¢’ld see.suthin’ ‘sides stars and. fire, an’
then I went hum an’ berried all them
olose,"an’ washed me in three waters an’
iemudged me with homlock browse, an’,

*"gosh darn it:all, I did't 'spose I wa'n't ali
- sweéetened aout !, JF .my comp'ny haint

'greeable I'll dig fer hum.”

o ieail |
4 Sho 12 - Lighn,-shouted (wifli. hesrty

‘politenees, * Guees we ¢'n stan’ it 'f you
¢an! 'S fer me, Iruther likea leetls
good:fresh ekunk parfum’ry, . The'ssome
*at eats 'em”—rolling;jhis eye toward a
known,_ mephitipophagist*an’ I. sh'd
think them'’at likes the taste-would the
- ‘smell, - Furderinore, : ['m ::beholden to
skunks fer ¢'nsid'ablemyself. Keep yer-
golf comf'table; Peltior.” -
No one objscted to Pelatiah's presence,
and several asked Licha how he -was in-
.debted to,skunks for anything. ..

“Wal,"” 8aid he, slowly soraping the’

.'sale of a:boot, with a bit of broken glass,
.while his thoughts went backward aver
the rough-path of his : life,-#in the fust
:place,-when I was a lestle chap they.cur-
ed me 0’ croup wiih skunk's ile; which
they igiindt ter me spoo’ful arter spoo'ful,

an' greesed—my-stomerk-with-it- outside
tew. . An' ther arter I'd got growd up, | hi

skunk essence cured me of azmy. An’

-then—I don's seasely b'lieve 1'd ha' ever
. got Jerushy '{ 't hed n't & bhen fer a’

skunk!” .
_Alter the “ wal I awan's,’ and ¢ gosh-

claration called forth;: t

e8! 1and*yeeu don't.sayn,’ which this de-
here was a gen-

-~ eral ;demand " for ~an;’explanation, and
- Lisha.laid -down his boot and glags, and

workin' aout by the monsh forthis onean’
that one for six' or eight months, an’ I'd
larnt to shoemake a iestle 50 's 't I *whip-
ped thy cat'winters,so ye see I was arnin’
suthin all the lime, an' I wa'n't sech a
humbly ole critter. 's I be naow, .so's't
stood jes 's good a chance 'as any. o' the
fellers, till bimeby: the’ com a chap to
teach aour deestrick school, college teller
f'm Middlebury. He was a ‘clever oreet-
er, an’ smiart, an’ good: natered an’ hahn.
some, ¢'ld rastle like a bear, 'n’ sing like
bobliuk, 'n’ wore huhnsome,. close ‘evey
day, so gll tho gals 'most wus a ravin'
arter him, - Jerushy  wa'n't, though,. an’
that mude him the faster and fircer arter
her, An'so arter a while . his pooty talk
-an' hahnsome close an' all them college
things begin to work on her, 'n' she get
80 't she'd mog’ lives I would n't come
Sunday nights as not.

“Soit run along till tow wards the
middle o' sugarin’, she a favorin' him a
lettle mor'n we of the tew, an the' wasg
guin’ to be a great sugarin’ off to Hillses,
'n’ most everybody hed s invite. - 1 went
'n' st Jerushy to go'long with me, 'n’
she said she ‘didn’t know ; guessed she'd
go 'ong with the one ’at come. arter her
fust.’ Thinks sezI, Mr. Schoolmarster,
'f you get to Uncle Chase’s 'fore [ dew,
you'll hafter pull foot for it lively. So
’long in the middle o’ the art'ncon I got
my chorea all done up, an’ dressed me
an' off. I put ’erost lots, 'n' I hedn't got
fur when darned if I didn't. ses that 'tar-
nal schoolmarster jest goin' int' the
aidge o'" Meeker's Woode, pintin' for
Uncle Chass's, 'n’ nearer tew it 'n' I was.
[ doubled my jumps an’ got there, an’
tole Jerushy 1'd got there fust'n' she'd
got togo ‘leng. with .me. -She kinder
hung off, lookin’ outen the winder every
onct an' awhile, but nary aschoolmurster!
An’ 50 bimeby she got rigged up an' oft
we went an’ had a gret carummux to the
sugarin’. She kep' a-gythin’ an’ a-peekin’
fer a spell, but nary . a schoolmarster, an’
then she got desput joily.’n’ made m.re
fun 'n the hull; toot "on’em. Goin' hum
in:the moonshine, I ast her to jine me in
.a sugarin’ for life, an’/fore we got to the
chipe in the do'yard she 'greed she
would,au’ hera.we ba | .: Ma, on.this 'ere
_shoe-bench, an'ishe,” lifting his voice and
pointing. a waxy forefinger .at the. door

.a-peskin’ through the crack o', ‘that ‘ere
.doar !, The door-aqueaked suddenly, to,
.and the. wooden latch clicked ' rather
spibfully.; . Gooag e
_: % Wall," gaid one disappointed auditor,
breaking. the  short ensuing silesce,
. #'Wha'd all that hev ter dew with a
skunle?” . o el T

“ 0, nuthin! much,” gaid _Lisha, ¢ only,
.ye bee that feller was s . shovin' 'lobg the

waod,road; an’ fust thing he run spat ont’
a skunk aout takin’' & walk. "The skunk
wouldn't run, an’ he wouldi't, an’ it turn-
.ed aout con’try to seriptur, , The, battle
was to the strong, an’;, the race . was “to
the gwift.. The schoolmarater smelt loud
noigh:to fill 4. forty acre, lot,an’ so the'
-wa'n't no schoolmarater to Chases’ -nor t'
the sugarin off, nor t’-the ‘school " in that

n the,. deestrick but "his: parfume.

.With his scazeness, which I ¢'nsider my-
' | self boholden to skunks.” oA

-~ #Bgh gosh!” said Antoine, “ah don’
fred for skonk, me! Ah tek hol’ of it

sometings ! Nosar[" : ..

“devoted himself wholly to the telling of | ye ifhe ‘did,"! veaid »Lisha, *.a skunlk's

his story, with his elbows .on his knees
and locking and unlocking:his - wazxy, fin-
gers as he talked,as if 50 he wove the woof

ofhistele, .

.41 never sot no gret on ole folks tellin’
. ‘of what they'd  did, or ben, or hed when
-Y:.they: wag younger,:: but.when. Jerushy
" 'wag Jerushy ‘Chaae ~she - was' 'b-.out ;s
“'1'pooty.s gal as o'ld be dugup in tew three 0y, 0]
~4aowneyan’.as smart and-cap!ble, an'nat’|'all of which'I stippose you: ter be; ‘haow |

-nat'ral weapon haint'nothin’ ‘but double

# Bah gosh;.guess’: you . fin’ aout.{- he

‘whedder.you Canuck or somebody. Ant
ity Peltiet, heind"  :i ... i

“"Bpid SolonBriggs, i #Might' I a-tise to
ask you,’Antwine, Anthoay, or:Anto ni-g,

4

~)ly,she wag soiight:arter, an’ none the less |“dew'you' pérvent “the 'sout4quirtin! of

-roause : her.father ; was . tol'able - well eff.
‘When I begin'a sparkin’ on her, I hedn’t:
was &

" nothin’ much but my tew hnn&s,

the viles'o' wrath: whilst you air a-proach-

‘that opened into the ' kitchen, “an she.

best he knowed, through the, woods in &

deeatrick that spring,; nor nothin’ left on’

50.ye see) 8. skunk Hedsuthin! ta dew

hees tails an' lif’.)im aup, he. can’ do.
~# 1 Twouldn’t . make no’ difference - tew-
d'etilled bilel daown essence of .inyuns,
'n ye couldn't! hurt & Canuck . wi' that,”.

:hurt you, you git him on’you : heyesight,.

‘i’ of the' meatiferious” quadruple head 9":

got t/ larn bah—ahwhat you . oall_'; it,’

pracsit . . .t Lo

# Porhaps  Peltier 'd ‘lend you. one o'
his'n to practvse on,. Solon;" Lisha. sug-
gested, but Solon expressed no desire. to
acquire the art of capluring the skunks
by that method. e

#They ra'ly can't scent when you hol"”
‘em up by the tail, 'n' that's a fact,"” said-

Joseph Hill: - #I remember. onct when
I was a boy ten 'r dozen ‘year ‘ole~I "d’
know, mebby [ was fourtesn—lemme
see, 'twas. tho year't father :hed the
brindle caow die 't hed twin calves ; got
choked with- an apple—no 't wa'n't,
! was a tater——they. was fo" ye'r oles when
he sole ’em, the fall 't I was ‘seventesn—
no, I wan't but thirteen—the' was a
skunk got int' the suller, 'n' of ‘course
we didn't want to kill him. there, so my
oldest brother, Lije, he took..a holt on
him by th« tail an’ kerried him aout the
hatchway with a pair o' tongs, an' I hel’
him up w uile he shot him, . He put the
ole gun «'us to his head an' blowed: him
clean aoi.ten the tongs as fur’s crost
-this shap. 'n’ by gol. he never scent one
mite ti.l then, nomore 'n a snowball.”,

- #Did he leave 1" asked the ever alert
seeker after useful knowledge.

“ Why, yes,”" Joseph replied, *he jes
stunk hisgelf to death then,” .

# Jozefl,” said Lisha, ¥ that 'ere ptts
me in ‘mind of the Paddy. ¢Divil a
nade'o' shootin' him,' says hej; flave
him alone an’ sure he'll sktink himself
to death’ What a ’tornal titae the
creeturs dew hey wi' skunks 'fore they
.git 'quinted with ‘em., 'Member the ole
story one on ‘'em tole? What was't
Sam " ‘ :

Sam repaated the time-hounoured - tale.
#The furs toime iver I wint hoontin’ - in
Amerika was wan day whin I was gown
to me worruk, an' Tkilt a boird call't a
skoonk., Ithreed hur undher a hay-
shiack an’ shot hur wid me sphade, an’
the furs toime I hit hur I ‘misht hur, an’
the nixt teime I hit hur- where I misht
bur afore. An’ whin I wint to plook:the
foathers off hur, I was foorced to shkin
hur, an’ in doun’ that.I'shtruck: hur - ile
bag or hur heart I dunno, on' the shmell
nearly suftooaytit; ‘me, - an’. 1' was - near
shtarvin’ afther, for divil & dhrink -oud 1
take, but the shmell of hur: was. in me
noshtrils tokape me awake &l hight.’

| I like to died,” Sam continned, * to hear

“Joal'Bartlett’s Irishmun tell. 'bout .the
‘fust‘skunk 't he ever: met. 'Twas when
hewas in Masschusitts,: ¢ Maxacushin ’
‘he called it. He ben & :workin’ on a ril-
‘roady an' lived in a .shanty :as yit though
-he was workin'- fer s farmer, .Ses he,‘1
“wor:a gshpadin!round threes in ayoong
archard, an' Tom Egan, the divil; was in
id wid'me, an’ I seen ‘caperin' troo: the
graos a fiione shlip av a .. young cat, - an'
8ays [ to Tom, says I, begob, I'll capshure

-itto kill the mice.in 'the curse o’ God |

shanty that's near-dhriven me dishtrs2k-
it. ' ¢ Do,’ says he to me’ ap, .the -Jiiil
Kknowin' i his own moind.: what ‘it was.
An'awsy I wint in -purshuit, an'.. whin I
-was about to lay me .two : hands on id, X

was ghtruek.in me face an'the -two ejes:

-av me wid a shtream av the divil's; own
-wather an' I'was blindit an' shtrangled,
-entirely. : But I jpomped on..the! baste
wid me boets'an’ kilt it. ..I' waa  choked
wid rage, an' 2 gres’ d'] beside, an'. thin I
wint away back to Tom, but; divil a near
-hima.wud .he . let me come, the .bl'guart,
-an” Iosll’t out; ‘Tom'!’ says: I, $am I kilt
-entiraly an' is it me, or ig it-; the_.divil's

father.of & baste: that".be' . makin' the
rnotorious shtink altogether ?’ says 1" Be-

‘gob I 'says he, fits; the: both ov :yees,: an’
.yeo'lleliyell that bad an’ inay . be .worse
for a yehi,":: says he.. .£Ah thin,' I- oried,
Hmillis: murthers, I'm  ruinggtit}' ;an' eo

. pkoolelcd away..home to the curse o' God:

“shanty, an’ whin I wint in: Biddy an' the

.| .childher wint out, an’ . Ihad the ; shanty .

‘an''the slimell . all -t0: meself. ; Well, | T
iberrit me close,:an’'. I; aailed . back fan'

«+forth;iroo.the] pond o' .wather till;; night,,
| tbut:divil a much: betther.did I shmell for,
ia week.;;Oh | bad Juck to the ' counthry

~that nartures such.cafsd’ i of j iy

- '#'Wal, M'sien’ Brigg; ‘datsomething you |

. Try Oxien fbr;?Sl&éjzlEsﬁéai&,l Ne

.sells;ab 75 ta 90, centa. .; W
;and female agents,.active,;

4 Da% Arish," Antoine- remarked, _‘a’i;‘ : X

spik so gdod.Aﬁgle;shvla‘k“ Vuvh‘d.o,. don't " * L
qeer : A .

The slimi candle in ' the ‘sconse had

‘burped g0 low that when  Lisha attempt-
‘ed to snuft it with his fingerd he _puilled . -
it out and it.dropped upon the floor; and

sputtering out left the shdp :in’ddrkness
except for the ‘thin streaks i firelight
that shone through'{ne’.cracks of, the
stove, and the dim raye of stars slanting
in ‘at the little  window.. The mishap
was acceptod as a 'unknimous vote of ‘ad-
journment, and stumbling “and , groping
tieir way to the daory Ligha' guests again
departed.. .. S LA
BARBER'S INSTANTANEOUS RHEU
- " MAATIC CURE., .~ - -
We are almost daily ' advised 'of the
benefits derived from the use of this me-
dicine in cases of Rlieumatism, - Sciatics
and Nouralgin, Being a powerful blood
purifier, its general use is beneficial in re.
moving the impurities’ incidental to the
present season, Price $1'por bottle, A
liberal discount to the trade. o
S D. Troyas & Co, . -
Gencral Agents for Canada,

Uso Oxuoy and you'll 4 fool like o gianb

refresned with wine,” without -the reao-
tion. Thatjs why its ealled “Giunt Oxie”

TOURISTS AND SPORTSMEN
Should procure_the complete photo-
graphic outfit menufactured by ‘the Cli.
max Camera Co, for which we are Gener-
al Agents, and can supply ab $6.00 each,
and with which any one’who can réad

‘the full instructions which accompany it,

can take first class photogriphs of camp
soenes, landsenpe; pichiresque views, &o.
whicr cannot be obtained in any other

' way. Light and compact. Dry plates

are used which can be developed as “the,
time or later as may be convenient. -
_Call and see sample, - S
‘GENERAL: RENO’S ARMY .CONDI-
TION POWDERS, .. .. -,

Are'a % one horse " remedy, .88 & pack-

ago of them will keep. one horse in.good

condition longer than any other conition

-powders, at an expense vf 50 cents per

package. . KR

. A word to the wise is sufficient,” i &

}&ood. old .saw, . but a_better one_is the.

+t Chicago Fqlciih'g Saw.?.. " -

ness .and Loss of Vigor. A " powerful
tonic and. nerve food,, restoring exhgust-
ed- vitality, arisingfrom any’ cause what-
ever. . ‘The trade supplied. Single boxes

sent by .mail prepaid, on receipt .of 40
cents,  -D, Thomas & Co,, General Agents

for the Province of Quebec, . .

... The uke of OxEN  does' sway with ‘ot
tificial_padding. It develops the 'mmue-
_cles, and gives strength and vigor to the

whole system.. - .

. 'Those vising Kondall's Sasaparrilid and
Iron, should purchase their, provisions by

wholesale, to.afford the additional ‘ex-

pense caused by increased appetito,

. THE EXCELSIOR GAS BURNER,
~ Can be uted with any ordinary kerosene
lamp and generates a: brilliant. gas’ from
a fluid .provided for the purpose which is
safe and much cheaper. than' kerosene ;

‘gives twice the light, and:the ingredients

far which canbe oblained.in any. town or

-village. - No lamp chimnies are used. . It

is extinguished. by ; blowing, out, like a
candle, and no.more ges:is:generated un-

-til it is again lighted, wheh the heat from _

the match . creates:the .gas..; No smoks,
no smell, no grease. ‘Common wick used,

‘and trimming onee:a week: is,.sufficient,

It-fits ordinary lamps, and; veduging . col

] Joxg are furnished to fif parler, church and
store lamps. ;;_,The;rigﬂzt;tp makaand use

“the fluid'is; given wijh the burner, which

ant male
B ergetio, and
of good address,;.to ;whom ‘we

liberal terms, and. ezf)clusi!e i

ous-

Taomas &Co, -
General Agenis,



