
On Fafhions.
more her unaffeâed felf, This iower
bad only threc petals ; but they were to
exquificely beautiful and captivating, that,
by fan)e indeferibable enchantrrent, thcy
diftufed a lufAre over the other nfowers, and
heightened ail their charme.

It may be imagined that Elmina, thus
pVo(effing the-Never.fading Flower, and
tending it with (uch afliduity, became the
moft perfed princefs of her cime. The
faine of her admirable qualities was - uni-
verfally (pread ; for you know there is a
kind of fairy, whofe name is Rumour, who
has no dther employment than to tsaverfe
the world, te relate whatever, (he kiows,
good or bad, of ail perfons, and particu-
larly of young princeffes. Rumour, in'
courfe, was indefatigable in prociming
the virtues and accompliflments of Elmi-
mna ; and ail the nations of the earth were
folicitous to obtain fuch an excellent
princefs fôr their queen. The (on of -the
king of the Roxolans, heir apparent te the
grcateft empire i-ri the world, came froin a
Nery remo:e part. in order to fee lier, and
demanded her in marriage of Lindorina.
Lindorina acceded to his dcnand ; net
becaufe he was heir, 6ut becaufe this ami-.
ablà prince had likewife cultivated the
tzever fading Flower ; for there is a flow..
cr of-the Came, kind for men ;- Comewhat
different indeed, from thar which Verduri.
na gave te the princefs.

Elmina would net leave the .fcenes fo
dear so lier, without- once more vifiting

the grove, where fhe had received the in-
eftimable prefent, the fource of ail her.
happinefs.

She hoped to find Verdurina, and to
thank her again ; it being exaaly three
ye.rs fince fhe had appeared to ler. El-
mina, therefore put the Never.failing
Flower into her bofom, and repaired to
the grove. But how great was her fur.
prife, wher. fhe came there, to findi her
governers, whom fhe had left in the houle,
inflead oi Verdurina !

' i know,' faid the fairy, ' whom youa.
feek. I gave you that flower under the
appearance of Verdurina ; and I affifled
you in cultivating it, in the form of Lin.
dorina. My taik is happily finilhed. The
flower uill neverfade ; and Elmina will be
everlovely and beloved ; . for the virtues
of the heart. and the acquifitions of the
mind, give thofe charms to the poffeffor
which nothing can efface l' The prin.:
cers threw herfelf at the feet of ber bene-
fa€trefs, who tFndery'embraced - her, and
then, affuming an aerial fori, difappeared.

Elmina, affetled anid errified, - firetched
out her arms, and continued, for (ome
time, to invoke her benefaarefs.. The
prince hafiened to her, confoled her for
the lofs of Lindorina, and conduaed her
to his own country, where thej were
united by thç facred ties of love and vir.
tue, and long continued te enjoy the -in.
expreffible felicity of the wife and good.

.ON FASHIONS.

T H1E origin of Many, probably of rotfafhions; was inthe endeavour to
conceal [orne deformity of the inventer.
ThusCharles the feventh, of France, in-
troduced Long Coáts, te hide his iRi made
legs. , Shoes, with-very long points,. full
two feet in length, were invcnted by Hon-
ry Plantagenet, duke of Anjou, te con.
ceai a very large excrefcence which he liad
ulon onè of hi& feet.

$omertimes Fafhions arc quite reverfed
in one age. froin thofe of another. .Thus
Bags, when firl'in fafhion , in France,
were only worn en dfiabille." In vifits cf
certmony, thelhair was tied-in a ribband,
aid floated over the fhoulderý-all which
ia exalfly contrary. to our prefent fafhion.
Qqieen Ifabella, of B'avaria, as reimarkable
for lier gallantry, as the fairnefs of her
complexionn, Wroduéed a fâfhion of leav-
ing the (houlders and part;of the neck un-
covered.

In England, about -the reign of Henry
the fourtb, they wore long ppinted fhoces,
te fuch an iinmoderate -length, that thçy
could not walk till they were faftened to
their knees with chains. A very accurate
account of one of chis defeription may bc
found in Henry's Hiflory of Great Bri-
tain. The ladies of that period were not
lefs fantaflical in their drefs ý and it muft
be confefed, that the moi cynícal fatirift
can have no reaifon, on aýcomparifon with
thofe times, te cenfure our prefent modes.

To this article, as it may probably arreft
the volatile eye of our fair reader, we add
what may ferve as a hint for heightening
of her charms. T.acitus remarks of' Pop-.
pea, the queen of Nero, that fhe concealed
a par t of her face : "' To the end, he adds,
' that tle imagination~having fuller play
by irritating curioßry, they might thinic
higher of lier beau-y- than if the whole of
her face had been expofed.'
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