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more her unaffe@ed felf, This flower
had only three petals ; but they were fo
exquifitely beautiful and captivating, that,
hy fome indefcribable enchantment, they
diffufed a lufire over the other flowers, and
heightened all their charms,

It may be imagined that Elmina, thus
poffeling the Never .fading Flower, and
tending it with fuch afliduity, became the
moft perfe princefs of her time. The
fame of her admirable qualities was- uni-
verfally fpread ; for you know there is a
kind of fairy, whofe name is Rumour, who
has no other employment than to tsaverfe
the world, to relate whatever. the knows,
good or bad, of all perfons, and particu-
larly of young princeffes. Rumour, in~
courfe, was indefatizable in sprociaiming
the virtues and accomplithments of Elmi-
na ; and all the nations of the earth were
folicitous to obtain fuch an cxcellent
princefs for their queen, The fon of -the
king of the Roxolans, heir apparent to the
greateft empire-im1 the world, came from a
very remo:c part, in order to fee her, and
demanded her in marriage of Lindorina.
Lindorina acceded to his demand; not
becaufe he was heir, bu? becaufe this ami- .
able prince had likewife cultivated the

Wever fading Flower ; for there is a flow.
or of the fame kind for men ;. fomewhat ~

difforent indeed, from that which Verdurie

na gave to the princefs, - :
Elmina would not leave the fcenes fo

dear ta her, without- once more vifiting
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On Fafbions.

the grove, where fhe had received the in-
eftimable prefent, the fource of all her.
happinefs. A o

She hoped to find Verdurina, and ta
thank her again; it being exally three-
-years fince the had appeared to her. El.
mina, therefore pot the Never. failing
Flower into her bofom, and repaired to
the grove, But how great was her fur.
prife, when fhe came there, to find hep
governefs, whom fhe had left in the houfe,
inftead of Verdorina!

¢ 1 know,* faid the fairy, *whom you .
feek. 1 gave you that flower under the
appearance of Verdurina; and 1 aflifted
"you in coltivating it, in the form of Lin.
dorina. My tafk is happily finithed, The
Sower will never fade ; and Elmina will be
ever lovely and beloved ; . for the virtues
of the heart.’ and the acquifitions of the
mind, give thofe charms to the poffefior
which nothing can efface I The prinz
cefs threw her(clf at the feet of her bene-
faétrefs, who tgnderly’ embraced - her, and
then, alfuming an aerial form, difappeared,

Elmina, affeéted and terrified, - firetched
out her arms, and continued, for fome
time, to invoke her benefaftrefs.. The
prince haftened to her, confoled her for -
the lofs of Lindorina, and condu&ed her
to his own country, where “they were

. united by thg facred ties of love anH vira

tue, and long continued to enjoy the .in.
expreflible felicity of the wife and ‘good.
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HE origin of many, probably of moft

fathions; was in.the endeavour to
coriceal fome deformity of the inventor,
¥hus Charles the feventh, of France, in-
troduced Long Coats,) to hide his iil made -
Yegs. _ Shoes, with very long points,. full
two feet in length, were invented by Hene
5y Plantagener, duke of Anjou, to con.
ceal a very large excrefcence which be had
upon oné of his feet.

Sometimes Fathions arc quite reverfed
in one age from thofe of another.  Thus
Bags, when firft in fathion . in France,

“were only worn en difbabilles” In vifits of
‘eeremony, the ‘hair was ticd-in a ribband,
ad floated over the fhaoulders=all -which
i3 exatly contrary. to our prefent fafhion,
Queen fabella, of Bavaria, as' remarkable
for her gallantry,. as: the fairnefs of her
cemplexion, introduced a fafhion of leav-
ing the Moulders and partiof the neck un.-

covercd, SR - : '

.ON FASHIONS, . '~ :

- her face' had ‘been expofed.

In England, about -the reign of Henry
the fourth, they wore long gpinted fhoes,
to fuch an immoderate - length, that they
could not walk till they were faftened to
their knees with chains, . A" very accurate
account of one of this defcription may be
tound in Henry’s ‘Hiftory of Great Bri-
tain, The ladies of that period were not -
lefs fantaflical in their drefs 5 and it muft

_be cunfesicd, that the moft cynical fatirift,

can have no reafen, op acomparifon with ..
thofe times, to cenfure our prefent modes, -
To this article, asit may probably arréft -,

- the volatile eye of our fair reader, we add -

what may ferve a5 a hint for heightening
of her charms. Tacitus remarks of Pop- -

pea, the queen of Nero, that fhe concealed -
a part of ber face:* ¢ To the end,’ he adds,,

¢ that tlfe imaginacion having fuller play
by irritating curiofity, they might think
higher of her beauy- than if the whole of -
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