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CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS. Fesruary 19, 1881,

THOMAS CARLYLE.

As we went to press last week came the news
of a great man'’s death, too late for more than a
brief tribute to his memory. And during the
past week readers of the daily papers have been
so fluoded with accounts of Carlyle's life and
works that there seems little to add to what is
already before the public. We may be pardoned
then if much of what is yet to say be but a repe-
tition of what has beer given before.

Carlyle was born close to Ecclefechan, a little
hamlet in Middlebie parish, in the district of
Annandale, Dumfriesshire, in the year 1796,
His parents oceupied no lofty social position,
and though not what may be called * poor”
they certainiy were far from being rich. His
father was a small farmer, but fortunately for
Carlyle both father snd mother were poasessed
of more than the usual share of strong common
sense and native intellect. They intended their
son for the Presbyterian ministry, and with that
end in view prepared to give him the very best
education their means conld secure. His rener.
ation for his parents was very great, and thers
can be little doubt, from the tribute he himself
bears to their character, as well as from the re-
pute in which they were held in the locality,
that to his early intercourse with them he owes
more of his peculiar intellectual bent than he
does to almos: any other cause whatsoever. His
father be describes as one “*abiding by veracity
snd faith, sad with ap extraordinary insight
into the very heart of things and mea" —s
deacription which may with at least equal trnth
be applied to himself. His mother was his first
teacher in letters, and seems to have been not
only bighiy intellectual, bat gifted with rare
powers of perception in forming her ¢stimates of
character. Both father and mother were of a
religious tarn of mind, and both were somewhat
deeply versed in the theology of the time, dis-
cussions abnut which formed an important ele-
ment in the intellectual atmosphere in which
Carlyle spent his childhoed.

. After a brief period, during which he attendeq
the parish school of Ecelefechan, Carlyle went
to Anuar, where ho was propared for Edinburgh,
He has little good to say of his * Alma Mater,"
but ho went through tho regular coursa there,
devoting, howevor, the greater part of his ting
to somowhat mniscellancous reading in the Col.

. - lege Library. The large insight into the wri-

ings of his predecessors ho thore obtained, it it gig

not absolutely decide his future career, at leant
wmade him, as that only could have mady him,
capable of the work he afterwards undertook.
This i3 neither the time nor the place to give
woy lengthened account of Carlyle's literary

career. Frum 1823, the year in which he F.r;g

accamplished literary work of any importance,

down to withit ¢ compartively recent period,
a2 has beeu pouring foth from time to tim,

the varied productions of his pen, not one f

which has been without weris, aud very fow of

which have failed toe st in  widespresd and,
for the most part, heailbitul intuence. Bat it

13 by his actoal published works that Lis posic

tion in Engli-h Jiterature is to be guuged.

Cariyle was the founder of a new, or, at 21

events, A dustinet schiool of theught, and Yis i

flunnce 18 to Le distinetly traced fu the writin s
and utterances of a large school of thivkers, n
wome ~awes unconscious of the dabt they owa
the author of ' Rartor Resartuy

The (wo warks by which Catlyle, as a wrjter

-3 most likely to be yudged, may, perhaps, bear
a brief notice.  *‘Sartor Resartuy,” which, 1n
forw, at lesst, may be considered ag the out.

come of the close study of Gertan literature, 10

which he devoted himself at the opening of b
cateer, i, without doubt, the most remarkabls
satire iu the English language  German though
it be in ity inspiration, thers i, nevertheless, a:
outspoxenness aml directness of attack throngh-

out that is thoroughly English., Clothed in a

strange, uncouth jhrasealogy, which is fasciuat-

ing, neverthelass, from its very uncouthness, it
goes to the heart of the questivn. Under the

THOMAS CARLYLE IN 18685 guise of a treatise on dress, or, rather, the re.
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RAILWAY ACCIDENT.NEAR NEWMARKET. THE EXPRESS THROWN FROM THE TRACK.




