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great mirncles, so that searcely any of the visit-
ors go away without recovering health, o
receiving other gifts of grace sought for® But
to return_to our description of the sculptured
figure in reliet—the legs are bent awlkwardly.
as if to denote pain.- On cither sideis a seulp-
tured head ; both heads have asort of covering
resembling 4 monk’s cowl, or the glible of {h
ancient Irish. Much importance has been at-
tached to these unusual appearances ; and tlicy
have been made formidable weapons in th,
controversy concerning the origin of the rounc
towers,

————— e e
THE FAMOUS SIEGE OF ARRAS ANE
EOGHAN RUA O°NEILL.

Two events combine to recall the memory of
the great siege to which we are about to refer:
one is the Spanish war, the other is th
catastrophy of Metz. ~ For,:in the annals o.
French history, the siege of Arras holds a posi:
tion as important as thnt of Metz; as auspicious
however; to Finnee ns ‘the latter waus disns-
trous; and, on the other hand, the command-

* ing General, to whom the defence was' entrust:

* ed, was in the service of Spain, and made

*capitulation more honorable than the victories
of many, anda rctrcmt which most resembled o
trmmr)h

This gallant general ownéd  the’
Spanish name of Eoghan Rua O'Neill,

Whilst yeta little Irish boy, fresh from the
‘undulating territory of his ancestors in Tyron

" —where heathery mountain, wild, woady slope,
deep glen, and rolling river taught him all thiu
earth can {each of Leauty—he entered one o

" the classic colleges in the ancient. and cele-
brated city of Salamanca, = The Spanish sky

" was blue as the sapphire above; the Spanisl,
sun bright as a burnisheéd shicld ; no. clond.

“ marked the far horizon, till night in its majes-
tic darkness came down upon’ the \ii)(,)'arrl'q
olive fields, and orange slopes of Spain. Gazing
forth from ‘the antique porch of his collcgc
" young hoghan could have seen in fair' splen-
dor the symbol of his illustrious carecr,

"On'the rollofhis college long stood the name
of “ Eugenius Rufus and with it his title as

v Scrgcant of the Royal Ifalberdicrs. - Long abode

*his memory in thc ancient city of Snl(lm'mca
descending from gencration” to gencl.mon of
dark-m ed Spaniards, as one of the ‘most noble
of warrior men, the most faithful of soldnus nnd
the most gal}antof generals,

peculia

When again his naine becomes prolil_iuontly

vefore us, the gathering night of Spain and
IPranee had closed, as close the clowds of the

Awild winter storm, with the red flash of fieree

lightning and the rattling voll of terrible thnn.
der, Phe Archhishop of Toledo, 'rince Cardi.
and as he was, displayed his military talents in
in the Netherlands, whereof he was soen te he
appeinted Governor-Genernl,  Nothing in the
course of his varied military experience hasim.
pressed him more vividly than the rennykable
:|n(“1\lclligcxﬁ gallaniry of the Irish officers,
He had heard of valor of the Butlers, driven forth
by the tyranny of James I from their native
Ireland, and he knew what the famous # Hero
af the North,’” the victorious Gustavus Adolphus
had said of theachievements of Walter Butler
and his Trish Musketeers at Frankfort siege :

Wilad the Tmperial Generals” exclaimed the
Royal Swede, “instend of acting like cowards,
done but one-pifth v what this gallunt Irishman s
achieved, 1 should never have been master of
Frankfort, saveafter & desperate siege.”

Him did the Cardinal-Prince tnke when he
afterwareds marched to the siege of Novdlingen;
and here the Irish officer had an opportunity of
prm:ing his prowess, - English troops had gone
0 the aid of the Swedes, and Field-Aarshal
Horne came up to ielicve the garrison, . Wal-
ter Butler and’ his Irish froops bore the brant
of the Vattle, Ioor twenty-three. hours they
stoud firmyngdinst continuous firing, and had
the glory of seving their eney retreating .Lfb,r
a terrible contest, :

The Governor- (rcneml of the \(-lhel].mdh

clated by success, manifisted a - degree’ of
activity ‘which made his neighbours uncasy.

Richelien, the great Frenclr Gurdinal was, if
not an enterpiizing (‘cnuul like him of Toledo,
at least a profound and astute statosman. . Ile
projected ihe expulsion of the Spaniards from
Aire, Cambrai, and Arras ' jand his' Roynl mas-
tery Louis \UI s.mctloucd the scheme.” The
Prmu, of Orzmgu placéd himself at lhc disposul
of the French Cardinal, who commmwnui him
to fall upon the 'Spamsh army in the Nether-
hmds whilst the I reneh should ussault one.of
the utxeq named, The city of Arrag wi as, s(,lt.ctul
Then {he three French comnmnclcrs, Mmshnl
Mailleraie, Mavshal Chanlues , and \lmahnl
Chatillon, drew tothhu Lhc)rurmxcs and with
25 ooOmmntq and 9,000 horse cncnmpcd bc-
fore the doomed city. ” Four Lhous.md p.,ns.mis
were scued and compelled to labor in ‘the tren-
ches. Slcgc artillery was there in plmt\, and
provisions in profusion.

Thus the sicge of Arns was dcqtmcd to bc-




